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Office of the Boakd of Railboad Commissiokkes, 
Fargo, DaJeota, Nov. lat, 1886. 

To Hon. Gilbert A. Pierce, 

Governor of Dakota. 

Sir: — In obedience to the requirements of the Statute, we 
have the honor to submit the Second Annual Report of the 
Board of Railroad Commissioners, showing, as to each railroad 
doing business in the Territory: 

The amount of capital stock; 

The amount of preferred stock, if any, and the amount of its 
preferment ; 

The amount of funded debt and the rate of interest ; 

The amount of floating debt; 

Cost of road and equipment, each being given separately 
where possible; 

Schedules of property owned by each corporation: 

Number of acres originally granted in aid of construction of 
the road, by the United States or this Territory; 

A list of officers and directors of each road and place of resi- 
dence; 

And a general statistical statement of the transportation 
business of each road for the year ending June 30th, 1886. 

It is with some degree of pride and pleasure we present this 
document, showing, as it does, not only considerable growth 
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and development in the railroad system of Dakota, but a marked 
change in the policy of the said corporations doing busidess 
herein. We claim some degree of credit for our efforts to secure 
a proper observance of the provisions of the law under which we 
were appointed. 

The year 1886 has been marked by unusual activity in the 
construction of new railroads and the extension of several of the 
old lines. On the 15th of December last (1885) the Freemont, 
Klk Horn & Missouri Valley road opened for operation their 
line from Chadron, Neb., to Buffalo Gap, in the extreme 
southwestern corner of the Territory, a distance of about fifty- 
five and one-half miles^ since completed to Rapid City, 
in Pennington county, in all about 85.50 miles. This road is 
in alliance with the C. & N. W. R. R. and is the first to pene- 
trate the Black Hills country. 

BURLINtJTON, CEDAR RAPIDS A XOItTHERN. 

A new line of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & NTortheru h;is 
been completed to Sioux Falls. 

It is 9.8 miles in length from where it crosses the Dakota lino 
in Lincoln County to Sioux Falls the present terminus. 

«^ CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN. 

This company have completed 71.03 miles of new road sinci^ 

June 80, 1886, namely: 

Columbia to Oakes 38.58 

Redfield to Faulkton 32.50 

<:!HI(:A<40, MILAVAITKKK & ST. PAUL. 

This company has added to its system in Dakota since June 
30th, 1886, one hundred and seventy-six 60-100 miles of completed 
road. Their extensions are admirably constructed. The addi- 
tions are as follows: 

Andover to Harlem, 55.31 miles; Mitchell to Scotland, 47.30; 
Tripp to Armour, i^0.13; Ipswich to Bowdle, 30.09 and Ellendale 
to Edgeley, :^3.77 miles. Total, 176.60. 

MINNEAPOLIS & PACIFIC. 

This company is new to Dakota and enters the Territory in 
Richland county. It has constructed in said county 29.64 miles 
of railroad. 
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NOETHKEN PACIFIC. 

This corporation has done but little railroad building in Dakota 
the present year. The only eKtenaion being on the Fargo and 
Southwestern from LaMoure to Oakea, where it connects with 
the Chicago & North Weateru and is practically an extension of 
the James River Valley Railroad. Said extension is 5.3 miles in 
length, 

ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS » MANITOBA RT. 00. 

The above named company have added one hundred and sixty- ' 
three 4-10 (163.4) miles to their Dakota system since our last 
report, to-wit: 

Devils Lake to Minot 111.50 

State line to Rutland from Campbell 45.90 

163.40 

It is understood that the road will be extended west from Minot 
next season. 

The new and unfamiliar path upon which we entered two 
years ago has been beset with many difficnlties and obstacles 
which only time, experience and a riper acquaintance with the 
duties devolving upon us under a law new to the statute books 
of the Territory, have in a measure enabled us to avoid or put 
aside. Many of these difficulties arose simply from our inex- 
perience and have in the main disappeared before calm consid- 
eration and a careful study of the law and the construction 
given it by eminent jurists of our communities. The result, 
however, of the efforts of the Board to carry out and enforce its 
provisions have been on the whole most satisfactory. Much of 
the friction existing between the railroad companies and the 
shipper has disappeared, and the constant, irritating causes 
existing prior to the passage of the law have been in the maio 
removed. It could not be expected that perfect harmony should 
prevail in a vast Territory like ours, peopled with so many 
nationalities and actuated by motives as diverse as the individ- 
ual, but we venture to assert, that nowhere can there be found 
fewer causes forKsomplaint than in Dakota today. 

In onr Report one year ago, we asserted that the farmers gen- 
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erally regarded the Act of March 6th, 1885, as intended to pro- 
' vide a "Free Market." We now say that in so far as the Law 
could so provide, the management of the railroads of Dakota is 
conducted with a view to furnish every shipper of grain open 
and untrammelled transportation for his grain to any market he 
may choose. 

This assertion we qualify in so far as the "Transit system" 
may be regarded as an obstruction. While we believe the inten- 
tion of the party who patented this process^ was a proper one, 
and while it possibly works no injustice to the shipper so long 
as transit is at par — we do believe it wrong in principal and 
urge the legislative assembly to take measures to secure its 
abolishment on Dakota soil. We see no more reason why any 
railroad should exact payment for freight on wheat from points 
on its lines in Dakota to Chicago — when the shipper only desires 
to ship to Minneapolis — than to exact payment from a passenger 
for the same place, when his destination is Minneapolis, even if 
he has a coupon for the balance of the way, which he can sell 
even at par. 

But to return: We say the shipper has a free market, because 
he may load and ship his grain in cars which are furnished him 
on the side track adjacent to his nearest station, or he may 
place it directly in the warehouse or elevator, at his option. 
He personally or jointly with his neighbors can erect at any 
point adjacent to any station on any railroad in the Territory, a 
warehouse for his or their own use, and the railroad company 
will build a side track and connection thereto, if the owners of 
the warehouse will pay the simple cost thereof. 

The practical operation of the law, we believe has fully dem- 
onstrated the wisdom of the framers thereof. It has substan- 
tially broken up the monopoly which prior *to the passage of the 
Act virtually controlled the grain markets of Dakota, and there- 
by removed a prolific source of annoyance to the farmers and 
independent buyers and shippers of grain. It has secured for 
the shipper or patron of any road a prompt hearing by the rail- 
road company of any complaint against it, and where the inter- 
vention of the Board has been required, its assistance in secur- 
ing a prompt correction of the alleged abuse. It has, through 
the recommendation and direction of the Commissioners, 
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secured (or the Territory better service on tind improvements in 
road bed, rolling stock, station buildings, croseiog, connections, 
etc., on the various railroads of Dakota, to a degree that renders 
them to-day the equal of any in the states. Lastly: through the 
efforts of the Board, it has resulted in a saving to our citizens of 
many thousands of dollars, by a reduction in both passenger 
and freight rates on all the principal roads in the Territory. 
This reduction of from two to three cents per hundred pounds, 
amounts to several hundred thousand dollars on grain alone, but 
beside this a substantial reduction has been secured on flour, 
lumber, fuel and live stock. On the latter the reduction has 
been on car load lots betveen St. Paul, Minneapolis or 
Minnesota Transfer to Fargo from $65.00 per car to $39.00 on 
caittle, hogs and sheep, and $43.50 on horses and mules. From 
the same points to Mandan, from $105.00 per car to $fi5.00 
on cattle, hogs and sheep, and $68.00 on horses and mules. 
This sweeping reduction which thereby fosters an industry sec- 
ond only in importance to the grain traffic, will place in the 
pockets of our people on the basis of shipments in the year 1885 
over one hundred and sixty-four thousand dollars. 

If the practical operation of the law had only resulted in a 
pecuniary saving to our people, we should still say it had been 
a success, but it has done more. It has been the means of 
bringing the corporations and the people into more harmonious 
relations, and the tribunal created under its provisions (The 
Board of Commissioners) has been the medium thereof. The 
Board, because of its circumscribed powers, lacked the 
positive legal authority to enforce its decisions or adjudi- 
cation of questions and complaints brought before it, but, 
nevertheless, there has been but one instance of a refusnl on the 
part of any railroad corporation in the Territory to comply with 
a positive recommendation or order of the Board. 

It is true that in some oases the Board declined to act, 
because under the law they believed they had no authority to 
do so, and in cases where it is possible the public good might 
have been subserved had the law vested them with authority. 

It, however, has been the desire of the Board to administer 
the provisions of the law with & strict regard not only to the 
rights of the people and the corporations, but in such a maoner 
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as would ga'n and maintain for the Commission the respect of 
both. Looking to this end, we could not afford to jeopardize 
grave public interests by unwise or hasty action. 



THE ACT OF MARCH 6, 1885. 

We have stated above something of the practical results of 
the operation of the law under which this Board was created, 
but wise as are its provisions on the whole, yet legislation for 
the purpose intended at the time of the passage of the Act of 
March 6th, 1885, was necessarily largely experimental. Exper- 
ience has proven that Dakota yet lacks very much of having 
perfected legislation on the subject of proper "Regulation and 
Control of Railway Corporations." 

The Act referred to above had for its principal object, as 
stated in the "Title" "to regulate the receiving and transportation 
of freight on railways in this Territory." So far, the said "Act" 
is an admirable one, but fails in its scope for fully carrying out 
general provisions looking to the regulation and control of the 
corporations in many matters vital to our people. 

For instance, it provides that upon the failure of any railroad 
corporation to comply with the laws of the Territory, or its 
charter, or of some change the Commission may desire in the 
manner of conducting business or operating a railroad, a report 
thereof shall be made in their annual report to the Legislature. 
We respectfully submit that the powers of the Board of Rail- 
road Commissioners should be enlarged, and that in lieu of 
being required to make said report, that they be empowered, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Attorney General, to 
bring suit in the name of the Territory against any railroad cor- 
poration to enforce a right or to correct any abuse of said cor- 
poration against an individual or the public. It might never be 
necessary to use a power thus given, but in case it became neces- 
sary, the legal power of the Territory could be at once invoked 
to redress a wrong or enforce a right, without waiting for some 
legislative enactment which might not be had, after all. The 
necessity for legislation looking to an enlargement of the 
powers of the Board is demonstrated by the instance referred to 
on a preceding page — being the exception on the part of a cor- 
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poration to comply with the positive recommendation of the 
Board. We refer to the Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific. It 
was alleged by several citizens of Grant and Codington coun- 
ties, who made complaint to the Board thereof, that an engine 
attached to a freight train on said road passing west on the 25th 
day of September, J 885, started a prairie fire which spread and 
burned certain property of complainants, and praying the Board 
to secure payment from the said railroad company of the dam- 
age they had sustained therefrom. 

This was a case where the Board had, as they believed, on 
legal authority to act, because it was a case in which the public 
generally was not interested, but believing it possible that the 
company complained of might be willing to settle said damage 
if on investigation it was found that their engine had started 
th6 fire which destroyed the property lost; and that an investi- 
gation into the matter would result in determining the fact, one 
way or the other, which determination might be accepted by 
both sides as conclusive of the fact at least. We concluded to 
act. Notice was therefore given to the railroad company and 
the complainants thereof that on the 19th day of May 1 886, 
the Board would convene at Troy, Dakota, for the purpose of 
taking any testimony offered by either side relative to the mat- 
ter, and requesting that all witnesses be present. In pursuance 
of said notice the Board met at the time and place designated. 
Complainants were present both in person and by attorney. 
The railroad company offered no testimony, but designated their 
station agent at Troy, to take down the testimony of the wit- 
nesses. At a subsequent meeting held at the Secretary's office 
in Fargo, on May 28, 1886, the matter was fully considered with 
the evidence adduced on the hearing, and the Board found as a 
material fact among others, that the fire was started as alleged 
and spread and burned the property of complainants, (we give 
the full findings elsewhere) and recommended (in brief) that 
the Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific railroad company pay the 
damage. The company refused so to do, alleging that they had a 
competent defence, etc. At a later date they agreed, if the com- 
plainants would consolidate their claims and bring one action to 
allow testimony to be taken by a commissioner to save cost. We 
say this one case demonstrates the necessity of enlarged powers 
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on the part of the Board, because had they been able to enforce 
their decree, or to invoke the legal machinery of the Territory 
in their ^behalf , it is probable a- settlement might have been had. 
Second, because few farmers are able financially to begin and 
prosecute a suit against any railroad company. This was the 
case in the instance named. The complainants were and are 
absolutely unable to defray the necessary costs of an action, and 
are therefore virtually denied justice. 

One of the complainants, at least, lost every dollar he had in 
the world, and, as we are informed and believe, had to leave 
the Territory. 

We do not blame railroad corporations for being most partic- 
ular, in paying claims of this kind. The large number of fires 
that annually sweep across our prairies and destroy so much 
property, afford, it may be, sometimes an opportunity for evil 
minded men to get payment from the best source possible for 
losses thus sustained. However this may be we believe it would 
be to the best interests of any railroad corporation to promptly 
pay the damage sustained by the settler along the line of their 
road, when it is proved that the fire causing the loss was started 
by their engine. 

POWER TO REGULATE AND CONTROL. 

It was obviously the intention of the legislative assembly to 
vest in the Board of Railway Commissioners ample power to 
regulate and control railroad corporations, but failed to furnish 
the machinery to enable them to enforce their decrees. 

Sec. 2 of the Act reads: 

"Said Commissioners shall have general supervision of all 
railroads in the Territory, and shall inquire into any neglect or 
violation of the laws of this Territory by any railroad corpora- 
tion, its officers, agents or employes doing business therein, etc." 

The words general supervision contain a grant of power as 
broad as the English language will permit. They are words of 
the widest signification. "They are entirely inconsistent with a 
crippled or limited power." It follows then that the intention 
and purpose of the legislature was to give the commissioners such 
supervision and control of the railroads as would enable them to 
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iecnre their operation and management in the best iotereats of 

the public, limited only in the nature and extent of its exercise, 
by a sound discretion and judgment, but, we repeat, no machin- 
ery is provided for the enforcement of the power so granted. 

It has been urged that the language of Section 14 of said Act 
constitutes a limitation upon the powers of the Board. We 
think it is not capable of any such construction. We quote 
from the section: 

Sec. 14. "Upon the complaint of the Mayor and aldermen of ' 
any city, or board of county commissioners or of the trustees or 
supervisors of any town or township, of the freight tariff 
charged, or of any injustice to the public, growing out of any 
rule or regulation of a railroad company, it shall be the duty of 
the Commissioners, in case they deem the case just and reason- 
able, to proceed to make examination, first giving the petitioners 
and corporation reasonable notice, in writing, of the time and 
place of entering the same. If, upon examination, it shall ap- 
pear to the said Commissioners that the complaint of the peti- 
tioners is well founded, they shall so find, and shall inform the 
corporation operating such railroad of their adjudication, within 
ten days, and shall also report their action to the Governor, as 
provided in this Act," 

It would seem that the class of cases especially provided for, 
or intended to be covered by the provisions of this section, are 
fully covered by the gerteral grant of power in Section 2. Fur- 
ther, that, it merely provides that officers of any municipal cor- 
poration may interest themMelves in a correction of any injus- 
tice to the public, whether in the tariff rate or otherwise, in 
cases where such municipality is particularly i uteres t«d. It 
may be, that the officers named herein are restricted in the cases 
where they may make complaint to the Commissioners, by the 
words of the section quoted, but as surely the greater includes 
the less, and not the less the greater, so surely the words "gen- 
eral snpervision" in Section 3 are not limited by those of Section 
14, authorizing certain persons to make formal complaint to the 
Board. 






Distinction between Public Grievances and Private Wrongs. 



The State — the Sovereign — has never attempted to redress the 
personal grievances of individuals, unless said grievances 
arose out of an infraction of criminal law. In this event it 
being considered a wrong against the soverign power, the sov- 
ereign became the prosecutor. 

It may be that the attempt to exercise such power where a 
railroad corporation is the alleged aggressor, and the citizen the 
complainant, or vise versa, will result in danger to republican 
institutions, but it must be remembered that the citizen is almost 
powerless, when pitted against a powerful corporation backed 
by almost unlimited means. It seems to us that no danger of 
any serious abuse of a right thus given, need be apprehended 
under the limitation suggested, that is, no suits to be brought 
except by and with the advice and consent of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. 

What is a public grievance? How many individual citizens 
must become sufferers from some particular act of a railroad 
company before it becomes a public wrong? A prairie fire 
started by sparks on the right of way, sweeps over the adjoin- 
ing farms and destroys the property of one person, or it may be 
of a whole community. 

Another company promulgates a tariff, prohibitory in its 
effect because of the rate charged, over its road on some article 
in which one person only in a community deals, or it may be 
that hundreds are interested therein. These may all be individ- 
ual wrongs, but they are also grievances in which the whole 
public are interested, and whose influence can and should be 
exerted to correct. It is in this respect, and because of the fact 
that railroad corporations are public corporations to whom the 
citizen has given valuable franchises, and in return for which he 
is entitled to the best services thereof, that we invoke the legis 
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3wer of the Territory to enable the individual citizen to 
edress of wrongs against property — as now he can for a 
1 ofEence under the criminal law — where the offender is a 

or other corporation, 
ulk of the (Complaints made to this Board, are and have 

individuals, and in the main are personal grievances, but 
i lees worthy of careful consideration and attention. As 

alreat^ remarked we have frequently assumed juriadic- 
3 adjusted the trouble, in eases where no legal authority 
ted in the Board so to do. 

annot forbear again urging proper legislation author- 
e Attoi^ey General to prosecute in cases against corpor- 
at least in cases where damage to person or property is 






CONDITION OF RAILROADS. 



The general condition of the railroads of Dakota is good. 
We stated in our last Annual Report that they compared favor- 
ably with those of the states. Excellent as was their condition 
one year ago, there has been a marked improvement since. 

Most of the main lines have brought their rcmd beds almost 
to perfection. The scarcity of good gravel and other suitable 
material for ballast is a serious obstacle to maintaining a road 
bed in perfect condition on our prairie fand. The loose friable 
soil of Dakota's prairies is easily thrown into the semblance of 
a railroad grade, and as easily washed out of all resemblance 
thereto, unless properly ballasted. To do this, gravel must be 
hauled long distanciBS, thereby largely increasing the cost of 
maintaining the road bed. However serious this want is to the 
companies, they have addressed themselves to the task of cor- 
recting it during the past year, and but few miles remain un- 
ballasted with gravel, on the principal travelled routes in 
Dakota. More commodious, and better in every respect, depots 
have been erected at several points since our last Report was 
mailed you, notably at Steele, Grafton, etc. A large number of 
road crossings have been put in place. New platforms and 
additional platform facilities have been added at many stations. 
Side track connections with elevators, mills and warehouses 
have been made. A "Y" connection has been put in at Wool- 
86y> by which cars may be shunted from one road to the other 
at that point. 

In short the betterments to the railroads of Dakota during the 
past year are many and great in number, and largely increase 
the eflSiciency of the roads as well as contribute to the com- 
fort of the travelling public. The sum expended therefore is a 
large one, yet with it most all of the railroads operating in 
Dakota show an increase in their earnings over the year ending 
June 30th, VBS5, 



New Railroads, Extensions and Betterments. 



BURLINGTON, CEDAR RAPIDS AND NORTHERN RAILWAY CO. 

This new line enters Dakota in Lincoln county, in N. E. 
quarter 26-100-49, and runs in a northwesterly direction to 
Sioux Falls, a distance of 9.8 miles in Minnehaha. 

The line crosses Sioux City line of C. M. & St. P. Ry in N. E. 
quarter 27-101-49, and C. St. P. M <fc O. (Salem line) inside city 
limits of Sioux Falls. 

CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & OMAHA RAILWAY CO. 

* 

This company have partially graded a line froin Salem to 
Mitchell, a distance of about thirty miles. No rails will be laid, 
however, during the present year. There has been no better- 
ment of existing lines in Dakota, except such as would come 
under the head of ballasting and general track repairs. 

CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN RAILWAY CO. 

All the Dakota lines are comparatively new, and, therefore, no 
material changes or improvements have been made (or required) 
on them during the past year. 

Miles of completed road Juhe 30, 1886 3,948.71 

Miles completed and opened for business since June 30, 
1886, viz: 

Sept. 20, 1886, Columbia to Oakes, Dak 38.53 

Oct. 25, 1866, Redfield to Faulkton, Dak H2.50 

Total (all in Dakota) 71.08 

Total miles of completed road, Nov. 1, 1886, ,,,..,,,, 4,019.74 
2 
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In addition to the above this company have about finished the 
following lines, which will be opened in a few days, viz: 

Mapleton to Onawa, Iowa (about) 20.00 

Lake City to Wall Lake, Iowa 15.00 

Total (all in Iowa) 35.00 

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL BAIL WAY. CO. 

Cost — Sioux City and Dakota Railway .$38,007 10 

Fargo & Southern Railway 19,90*7 11 

Construction — Pattersonville Extension 28,751 91 

Aberdeen 488 65 

Flandreau 3,661 82 

Hastings & Dakota 33,582 10 

Mitchell 1,397 80 

Sioux Falls Branch 2,209 64 

Whetstone 340 57 

James River Valley 2,988 77 

Yankton & Scotland Line 801 43 

New Lines — From Andover to Harlem, 55.31 Miles 

" Mitchell to Scotland 47.30 

" Ipswich to Bowdle 30.09 

" Tripp to Armour 30.09 

EUendale to Edgely 23.77 



(( 



Making a total of 176.60 

FREMONT, BLKHORN & MISSOUKI VALLEY BAILWAY CO. 

This road constructed in Dakota during 1886, the following 
lines: 

From Buffalo Gap, Custer county, to Rapid City, Penn- 
ington county 48.1 Mi. 

With the following stations and their distances from 
Buffalo Gap: 

Fairburn 16.4 

Hermosa 28.1 

Brennan 40.7 

Rapid City 48.1 

From Territorial line to Buffalo Gap is 37,4 
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Stations: Oelrichs, Smittiwick and Buffalo Gap. 
All the road from the Territorial line to Rapid City ia Jaid 
with sixty-pound steel rails. 

UINIfBAPOLlS A PACIFIC RAILWAY CO. 

This company have constructed to November 1st, 1886, 39.84 
miles of road, all in Richland county. Dak. 

Stations in Dakota, miles from Minneapolis, viz 

Fairmount 191.4 

Belmont, 19'7.5 

Fort Hankinson 205.8 

Lidgerwood 217.9 

NOKTHBBN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO. 

The only extension made by this company in Dakota during 
the current year has been from Valley Junction, on the Fargo & 
Southwestern Railroad, 5.3 miles east of LaMoure, southeasterly 
to Oakes, in section 20, township 131 north, of range 59 west, a 
distance of 15. 2 miles. Graded, bridged and completed, ready 
for the track at a coat of $50,000. 

This is practically an extension of the James River Valley 
Railroad to a connection with the Chicago tfc Nortfeweatem Rail- 
way system. 

The company has put in about 50,000 new ties and ballasted 
about 20 miles of track in Dakota this season. 

ST. PAUL, UINNEAPOLIB A MANITOBA BAILWAY CO. 

New track laid in 'Dakota up to Nov. let, 1886 (this year): 

Devils Lake to Minot 117.6 

State line to Rutland (from Campbell west) 45.9 

Total miles of track laid 163.4 

The line from Campbell, west, leaves Minnesota in south 1-2 
of section 32, town 119, range 46, and enters Dakota in south 
1-3 of sec 84, town 119, range 47. (Owing to the original survey 
probably having been made from east to west in Minnesota, 
and from west to east in Dakota, this difference in sections 
and ranges is accounted for.) 
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New depots erected this year to date on new lines: 

Grand Harbor, Hankinson, 
Church's Ferry, Berlin, 
Towner, Stiles, — 
Rugby, Rutland. — 
Minot. — 
(Stations marked " — " not yet completed.) 
9 wooden (standard) depots, at $1,325 $11,925 00 

BETTERMENTS ON' MANITOBA RAILWAY. 

Track relaid with steel in Dakota to date (this year) : 

Everest to Casselton 3 miles 

Ojata to Arvilla 9.759 

Total , 12.759 

Cost, at $5,000 per mile $ 63,795.00 

New depots erected on old lines, in Dakota, this year, 

to date: Grafton, 1 brick depot * 6,000.00 

Track balla^sted on old lines, in Dakota, this year to 

date: 83.56 miles, at $400 per mile 33,424.00 

l)ridges, new yards, improvement of track, opening 

ditches, etc ; 50,000 00 

Total cost of foregoing betterments, in Dakota, 

this year, to date $153,219 00 



y 



REDUCTION OF RATES. 



The subject of reduction of rates has been a constant and pro- 
lific source of annoyance to the Board .ever since their term of 
office began. High rates and exhorbitant charges on both 
passenger and freight were subjects that had to be considered 
and received the early attention of the Board. 

The fact that few of the railroads of Dakota if operated as 
independent lines, would pay running expenses; that ours was a 
new and . sparely settled country, affording a small tonnage per 
mile compared with those of our neighbors farther east; the 
frequent storms of winter, snow blockades and the attendant 
expense and delay in moving trains occasioned thereby — all 
had to be considered in justice to the corporations who had 
invested their capital in an attempt to develope our Territory. 
After a thorough consideration of the whole matter and full 
investigation and examination of the different sources of income 
of the several roads as per the cost and operating expenses 
thereof, we arrived at the conclusion that a reduction could be 
properly made in the tariff rate on grain, flour, live-stock, lum- 
ber and fuel, as these articles composed the bulk of the freight 
on our roads, and in which our people were more vitally inter- 
ested than in the usual classified articles of merchandise kept 
for sale in mercantile establishments. We believed, for instance, 
that a substantial benefit would accrue to the farmer by a reduc- 
tion ever so slight on each bushel of wheat he shipped, while a 
reduction in the rate, say, on a case of dry goods to the 
merchant would not result in an appreciable reduction to the 
purchaser. 

To illustrate, we give a statement prepared by the auditor of 
the Central Pacific Railroad Co., showing the rate on small 
articles of merchandise carried a distance of 314 miles. It will 
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enable them to reap the benefit at the time they most needed it, 
to-wit, when placing their crop upon the market. We accord- ' -'^M 

ingly began the agitation of this subject with the various rail- 
road and traffic managers thereof, a year ago, but were not able 
to secure any marked change in the tariff of 1885. We were 
assured by some of them, however, of their desire to make their 
rate as little burdensome to the people of Dakota as possible, 
and that a reduction should certainly be made before the crop of 
1886 would be ready for market. The subject therefore rested 
until early this year, when the board again by letter and per- 
sonal interviews with the officials of the Northern Pacific, Man- 
itoba, Chicago & Northwestern and Chicago, Milwaukee. & St. 
Paul railroads, pressed upon them the necessity and justice of a 
substantial reduction in the rates on grain, flour, live stock, 
lumber and fuel as specified above. The officers of the several 
companies fully concurred with the Board in the idea that a 
reduction was desirable, and only hesitated because; first, the 
season was not far enough advanced to indicate the probable 
crop of the year, and second, because they desired time to care- 
fully calculate how much reduction could properly be made in 
equity and justice to both the public and themselves. The 
Board deemed it important to secure the voluntary action of the 
roads, in this matter, in view of the fact that the legislative 
assembly had, by an amendatory act, approved March 13th, 
1885, deprived the Commission of power to alter or lower rates 
and fix a maximum, as contained in the bill as originally 
adopted. In this we acted, as we think, wisely, and as a result 
secured for the people of Dakota a reduction in rates greater 
than was ever before made by any railroads at one time, to any 
people. And they did it voluntarily, at our request. We made 
no formal demand for a reduction in passenger rates, believing, 
as we did, that the passenger traffic on our roads was not 
sufficient to warrant further reduction than as already made, to- 
wit, a round trip rate of three cents per mile, on most of the 
lines. 

' In connection with this matter of reduction of rates, it will be 
of interest to observe by the table given below the voluntary 
reduction made since the year 1881 by the Manitoba Company. 
It amounts to a total reduction in four (4) years, of twelve 
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million three hundred and ninety-five thousand three hundred 
and fifty-five dollars ($12,395,355.41). 



St. P. M. & M. Ry. 

STATEMENT OF TONNAGE AND REVENUE. 



Year. 



1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 
1885 



Tons carried 
one mile. 


Rate 

per ton 

per mile. 




cents. 


98,830,924 


2.840 


189,555,432 


2.518 


341,539,997 


1.958 


340,347,879 


1.797 


395,592,105 


1.520 



Revenue 
Received. 


Rate 

pr ton 

pr mile 

1881. 


$2,651,003.85 


2.840 


4,773,005.72 


<t 


6,687,934.96 


.< 


6,114,459.51 


(( 


6,013,050.12 


(( 



Revenue at 

the rate per 

ton per mile 

of 1881. 



2,651,0a3.85 
5,383,374.27 
9,699,735.91 
9,665,879.76 
11,234,815.78 



Reduction. 



Total reduction in four years. 



$ 610,368.55 
3,011,800.95 
3,551,420.26 
5,221,765.66 



12,395,355.41 



Great reductions in rates have also been made by the other 
roads operating in the Territory, but we give this table because 
it is the only one at hand. 

Observe also the following comparative statement of rates on 
one of our roads (the Manitoba) and that of the Union Pacific 
in Nebraska, and the rates in force on the principal lines of 
Missouri, Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa and Kansas. It will be seen 
that prior to the reduction announced by our roads and which 
took effect in August, 1886, our rate was lower generally than 
in any of the states named, except Illinois; even in the states 
where the rate is fixed by state board of railroad commissioners. 



SOAttD O^ tlAlLltOAb COimiBBlOKBRS. 3t> 

COMPARATIVE STATEIf BNT OV WHEAT RATES, PER HUNDRED POUNDS. 



1 




STATE COHHI8BIONEBS' 


BATES. 




D. P. E. B 
3b 








DifUnoe in 


in 


Id 


In 1 


In I m 




Nebruka. 


Hluourl 




lOmilM 04 


.08 


.06 


.06 


06) 


06 


.07 


3B " 




06 








06 




oe 


067 


07i 




08* 


50 '■ 




06 








10 




13 


0836 


lOi 




11 


76 " 




11 








13 




IS 


10 


18 




m 


100 '• 




18 








14 




17i 


11 


16 




17 


180 " 




15 








16 




30 


18 


18 




20 


160 •' 




17 








18 




22 


1866 


10 




33 


170 '■ 




18 




16 




20 






188 


30 




33 


300 •' 




30 




30i 




33 




86 


148 


33 




35 


930 ■' 




33 




81 








26 


1476 






37 


2*0 •■ 




38 




23 




22t 




37 


163 


36 




381 


370 " 




38 




29 




W 




30 


16 


85 




81i 


900 " 




34 




88 




34 




38 


1655 


85 




88 


830 ■' 




24 




44 




34 




34 


1686 


85 




35 


840 " 




24 




46 




34i 




35i 


1715 


35 




88 


870 •' 




25 




47 




35 




36i 


178 


25 




40 


400 " 




26 




00 




36 




87 .. 




85 




42 



We deem it of interest to give for the general information of 
the public who have no convenient access to the schedules, the 
tariff rates on grain in force prior to Aug. lat, 188((, and in 
parallel columns those adopted by the f onr principal roads of 
the Territory since said date. The reduction on live stock par- 
ticularly, is a very marked one. On the other articles named 
heretofore, while not so large, relatively, as on grain and live 
stock, still will result in a considerable saving to the people of 
the Territoty. 

See tables of grain rates below. 



26 



SECONt) ANNUAL REPORT 01* THE 



Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 

TO ST. PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS. 

"V^ :E3: El -A- T ^-A-TE3- 
(Rates changed Aug. 25th, 1866.) 



Si 
o 

a 

08 

u 

I 



a 
o 

QQ 

Q 
eS 

o 

03 

d 

to 
a 



► 

d 
d 




Sewell , Dak. 

Tyler : 

Wahpeton. 

WoodhuU 

Abercrombie 

Christine 

Hickson 

Wild Rice 

Saunders. 

Fargo '. .. . . 

Big Stone City 

Milbank Junction 

Corona 

Wilmot ...,. 

Summit 

Waubay 

Webster 

Bristol .' . 

Andover 

Qroton 

Bath 

Aberdeen 

Mina 

Ipswich 

Letcher 

Woonsocket 

Alpena 

Virgil » 

Wolsey 

Bonilla 

Tulare 

Redfleld 

Ashton 

Mellette 

Warner 

Westport 

Frederick ^ . 

EUendale 

Flandreau 

Egan... 

Sioux Falls Junction 

Colman 

Wentworth. 

Madison 

Winifred 

Howard 

Roswell 

Diana 

Forestburg 



Present 
Rates. 



Previous 
Rates. 



18i 


20 


18i 


20 


18i 


21 


m 


21 


20 


22 


20 


22 


20 


22 


20 


22 


20 


23 


20 


23 


m 


21 


I8i 


22 


18i 


22 


18i 


23 


20 


23 


20i 


24 


21i 


25 


22i 


26 


23 


27 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


25 


28 


25 


28 


25 


28 


25 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


28 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


23 


28 


20 


23 


20 


23 


20 


23 


21 


24 


22 


25 


23 


25 


24 


26 


25 


27 


25 


28 


25 


28 


25 


28 
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 

1VHBA.T RATES CONTINUED. 







Present 










Rates. 


Rates. 






33 


35 






M 


25 






U 


35 










35 
25 
26 












? 






26 










27 


3 










Scotland 




26 






Tyndall 




36 






Springfield 




















Bridge^ater 










Emery 

Fier Creek 








ft 




36 






Alexandria 

MitcheU 




36 
36 


1 








37 


38 








38 












88 














Pukwaoa 










Chamberlain 




38 


38 




Akron 
















Calliope 

Eden 








J^ 


Dak. 


33 


23 




Austin ■.... 

Fairview 


Iowa 






f 


33 


33 




Harriaburg 


Iowa 






s 


23 


33 






30 




i 


Keyes 






Dell Rapids 




23 


24 




BiouK Citr 












S3 


23 






















34 
35 






Burbank 


35 




Vermillion 






36 


36 




Heckling 






26 


27 










96 






Yankton 












Ptica 






36 


37 




Lestervitle 






26 


27 



28 
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Chicago k Kortb-Westeri) R') and Chicap. St. Paolt Minneapolis k Omaha R'). 



Joint Tariff on Wheat and Coarse Grain in Car Loads, between Stations in Minne- 
sota and Dakota and St. Paul, Minneapolis and Minnesota Transfer. 

TAKING EFFECT AUGUST 16, 1886. 



Between St. Paul, 

Minneapolis or Minnesota 

Transfer and 



In Car Loads 
per 100 lbs. 



Old. 



Owatonna Minn 

Meriden 

Waseca 

Janesville 

Smith's Mill 

Bagrle Lake 

Traverse Siding:.... 

Oshawa 

NicoUet 

Courtland 

Essigr 

NewUlm 

Sleepy Eye Lake... 

Morgran 

Pazton 

Redwood Falls 

Cobden 

Springrfleld ; 

Sanborn 

Lamberton 

Revere 

Walnut Grove 

Tracy 

Terry 

Balaton 

Burchard 

Tyler 

Lake Benton 

Verdi 

Elkton Duk. 

Aurora 

Brookingrs 

Volg^a 

Arlingrton • . 

Preston.* 

De Smet 

Manchester 

Iroquois 

Cavour 

Huron 

Woolsey 

Wessingrton 

St. Lawrence 

Miller 

Ree Heifirhts 

Bramhall. 



.17 
.15 
.14 
.18 
.13 
.12 
.11 
.12 
.13 
.13 

> • • 

.14 
.17 

.18 
.18 
.18 

• • • • 

.18 
.18 
.19 

■ 

.19 
.19 

• • • • 

.20 

• • • • 

.20 
.21 
.21 
.22 
.23 
.28 
.23 
.24 
.25 
.25 
.26 
.27 
.28 
.28 
.28 
.28 
.28 
.28 
.28 
.28 



New. 



.11 
.11 
.12 
.12 
.12 
.12 
.11 
.11 
.11 
.11 

• IWt 
■UH 
.12 
.12 Vi 
.12.H 
.12H 

• 12H 
.12VJ 
.13 
.13 
.14 
.14 
.14 
.14 
.14 
.15 
.15 
.16 
.17 
.18 
.18 
.18 
.18Vi 
.19H 
•20H 

.21^2 

.22^8 

.23 

.23 

.23 

.23 

.23 

.24 
.24 
.24 



Between St. Paul, 
Minneapolis or Minne- 
sota Transfer and 



Highmore Dak 

Holabird 

Harrold 

Blunt 

Janning 

*Jorberg ^• 

Pierre 

^miret Minn. 

Marshall 

Ghent 

Minneotu 

Taunton 

Porter 

Canby 

Stanley 

Gary Dak. 

Altamont 

Goodwin 

Kranzburg 

Watertown 

Kampeska 

Henry 

Oiark Center. .. 

Raymond 

Doland 

Frankfort 

Bruce 

Estelline 

Dempster 

Castlewood 

Appleby 

Broadland 

Hitchcock 

Crandon 

Redfleld 

Athol 

Northvllle 

MansfleJd 

Rudolph 

Aberdeen 

Ordway 

Columbia 

Houghton 

Heckla 

Ludden 

Hudson 



In Car Loads, 
per 100 lbs. 



Old. New. 



.28 


.24H 


.28 


.25 


.28 


.25 


.28 


.25 


•28 ^ 


.25 


.28 1 


.25 


.28 


.25 


.19 


.14 


.20 


.14 


.20 


.14 


.20 


.14^ 


• • • 1 


.15V4 


.21 1 


.15V4 


.22 , 


■ W/t 


■ • • 


.17 


.22 ; 


.18 


.23 ' 


.18H 


.23 


.19 


.23 


.19 


.23 


.20 


.23 


.20^ 


.25 


.2m 


.25 


.22H 


.26 


.23 


.27 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.23 


.18H 


.23 


.IS/t 


.23 


.19 


.23 


.19y, 


.23 


•20 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


.28 


.23 


• • • 


.23 




.23 


• • • 


.23 


• • • 


.23 
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St. Paul, Minneapolis &. Manitoba Railroad. 



In effect April fgt, 1SS6. And AuE. let. ISM. 



- FBOH 


Apr. iBt. 


Aug. iBt. 


FBOM 


Apr. lat Aug. Ist. 




S 

SB 
33 
S3 
S3 
S3 

i 
i 

1 

1 

26 
Sfi 

Si 

§ 

1 

S3 
28 


i 
i 
1 

21 

2S 
3S 
S2 

1 
§ 

28 
18« 

20 

31 

1 
1 




: 

1 

28 
28 
26 










Argruaville 






ilil.;::;;;:;:;; 

ECempton 

Larlmore 




Kelao 

HiiSboro:; :::*.■;;:;: 


S2 

as 


Buitop 


23 














Grand Forks 


FlemiQS 


5i 






































StThomas 


Ayr,,. 


21 










Hope 
















AiTllhi 










5hawne« 








AddtMQ. .... 






MjoWjraD W 






Laiota 








Howes 


DevilatiLki'.'.'.'. .'.'.'.', 
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REGULATION OF ELEVATORS. 



The chief grievaoce of the producer of wheat — our principal 
article of export — is the difficulty of shipping hia product on 
his own account. The provision of law compelling transporta- 
tion companies to allow shipment of grain in car load lot«, was a 
great relief from the exactions of elevator pools, and had a 
beneficent result as stated in our last report, page 47. But the 
influence of this law is circumscribed by the existing regulations 
of railroad companies compelling the shipper to load the oar 
within a certain number of hours aft«r being placed at his dis- 
posal. It has been found by experience that only those not fari 
from stations can avail themselves of the privilege conferred. 
Few farmers have teams sufficient to haul a car load of wheat 
within the time granted by the transportation companies. One 
living more than three or four miles from the station finds it 
impossible therefore to >rfiip wheat in car load lots on his own 
account. 

The Board of Railroad Commissioners have had this subject 
under consideration and believe that the privileges intended to be . 
conferred by the law can be made practically available to all ship- 
pers by establishing a form of wheat storage receipts, differing 
slightly from those at present in general use. The form now 
generally issued contains a clause giving the elevator the option 
"either to deliver the grade of wheat that this ticket calls for, or 
to pay the bearer the market price in money for the same, leas 
the elevator charges." Such a storage receipt compels the farmer 
to accept the price which the elevator is willing to give. This 
option should not be allowed to elevators. They should be com- 
pelled by law to deliver the storage wheat on demand on surren- 
der of the receipt. In this event the storage receipts would be 
negotiable and the farmer thus could send them to any place for 
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sale and thus be relieved of the necessity of accepting the price 
of a local dealer. The farmer thus could send his storage receipts 
representing his wheat instead of sending the wheat itself. 

We therefore recommend that all elevators doing a public busi- 
ness be put under bonds proportioned to their storage capacity, to 
redeem their storage receipts, in grain on demand; and that the 
form of storage receipt be prescribed by law so as to be negoti- 
able or transferable at the pleasure of the holder. 

We recommended that such elevators be registered and numbered 
and be given a certificate of authorization, also that such number 
and authorization shall be set forth on all storage receipts. 

We also recommended that a penalty be prescribed for non- 
compliance with the law. 

We also recommended that all elevator charges be fixed by 
law. 

Our elevators are in many respects like banks, using grain as 
currency, and their influence upon the prosperity of the Territory, 
where the traffic in grain is so large a portion of our commerce, is 
similar to that of ordinary banks in the older portions of our 
country. There is apparently no reason why elevators, like banks, 
should not be subject to restrictions and regulations: That the 
legislature has full power over them seems to have been estab- 
lished by the best judicial authority. The broad principle is laid 
down that when private property is devoted to public uses it is 
subject to public control. On this principle the toll of grist mills 
has been regulated from time immemorial. 

The toll of ferries, the charges of hacks, and many other species 
of private property, are recognized as proper subjects of legisla- 
tive control. The same principles of equity and public policy 
seem to demand that our elevators be similarly regulated by law. 

DECISIONS. 

We lay down no new doctrine. The principle of law is famil- 
iar. In case of Kimball vs. Boston A Albany Railroad Com- 
pany, 70 N. Y. Reports 569, it is declared "Railroad corporations 
hold their property and exercise their functions for the public 
benefit, and are, therefore, subject to legislative control.'* 

In Munn against Illinois, 4 Otto. 113, the doctrine was applied 
to elevators and warehouses, and the broad principle was declared 
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"When private property is devoted to a public use, it is subject 
to public regulation." And the right to fix rates for elevating 
and storing grain, was declared to be the same right always exer- 
cised in regulating tolls at ferries and in fixing the fares of hacks. 

While the analogy between banks and elevators is striking, 
there is one marked difference in the treatment of the patrons of 
these institutions. Banks are glad to receive deposits of money 
without charge. Indeed many are willing to pay interest on 
deposits. They are ready and anxious to assume the custody and 
care of such deposits, subject to draft, and to allow interest on 
daily balances, so that their customers not only have their money 
taken care of and handled free of charge, but they derive a reve- 
nue from it. The farmer pays for the privilege of making a 
deposit. It is an adage with us that "Wheat is money." Why 
should not the farmer who deposits his wheat in the elevator be 
treated in some degree like him who deposits his money in the 
bank? 

Does it seem chimerical to suppose that the farmer may be 
placed on the same footing with the bank depositor if wheat 
storage receipts are made, like bank chiecks, negotiable? Whether 
he can have his wheat handled without charge, or not, it is 
believed that the option of sale or storage with a negotiable receipt 
given to the producer, instead of to the elevators as it now rests, 
will secure an open, untrammelled market, which should be the 
privilege of every citizen. With the system of negotiable receipts 
established by law, with the safeguards suggested, the local eleva- 
tor pool would be nugatory. * Every merchant could buy grain 
with safety. Or the farmer could cash his receipts in the most 
favorable eastern markets. Instead of suffering from the high 
freight rates of a "short haul," be would have all the benefits of 
the lowest "long haul rates." 

We have taken occasion through the past year to investigate 
the manner of transacting business by the elevators in this ter- 
ritory on the various railroad lines, and have had under consider- 
ation the law applicable to th^n and the parties storing wheat in 

elevators. 

' * ' 

We find it is the almost universal custoi^ for grain elevators 
to issue Warehouse raoeipts in which is xesorved die prrvile^ of 
delivering to the party who stores the wheat in the elevator, 
3 
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grain similar in kind, grade and quality in place of the wheat 
actually received. We also find that, according to the general 
custom of doing business of this character, it is the understanding 
independent of the warehouse receipt, that the elevator man or 
company can and is expected to dispose of the wheat actually 
stored, and receive other wheat of the same grade, kind and 
quality in its place, and thus the mass of wheat on hand is sub- 
ject to fluctuations. 

The farmer does not expect to receive the identical wheat 
which he places in the elevator, unless he makes a special arrange- 
ment and has his wheat deposited in a special bin, which is not 
the general custom. In fact the mode of conducting the grain 
business in the elevator system that obtains in this Territory, is 
similar in all respects to the mode of transacting that class of 
business in the other States and Territories. 

We have ascertained that through the past year several elevator 
companies have failed, having at the time of their failure large 
quantities of wheat in store as indicated by their warehouse 
receipts, but in fact at the time of their failure there was no 
wheat in their elevators, or practically none. 

A farmer, holding one of these warehouse receipts, presents the 
same and calls for his wheat after the failure, and finds that it 
has been disposed of by the elevator company, and he naturally 
looks for redress to the law. So far as we are aware, no test case 
involving that question has been tried in the Territory, but we 
find that the common law obtains here, and that there is no 
statute provided for the prosecution of the elevator man or com- 
pany who has received and disposed of the farmer's wheat, 
with the understanding that the kind, grade and quality may be 
changed, as we have above indicated, it amounts to deposit for 
exchange, and the depository or elevator man is only bound to 
return wheat corresponding in kind, grade and quality to that 
which was deposited. Such a deposit for exchange transfers to 
the elevator mail or company the title to the wheat thus depos- 
ited, and thus creates between him and the company the relation 
of debtor and creditor merely, • It is the same in principle as 
though the- farmer had deposited, his money. in the bank and taken 
a certificate of deposit; in such a cash it is well understood that 
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the bank has a title to the money deposited and the depositor 
holds against the bank its obligation for the money. 

In other words the transaction is a sale and not a bailment. 

After the fanner has stored his wheat in the elevator under the 
circumstances which we have indicated, he is no longer the 
owner of such wheat. He simply holds the warehouse receipt, 
which is nothing more than the note or obligation of the elevator 
company for the value of his wheat, but he has no lien upon the 
wheat, and he cannot prosecute the defaulting elevator man or 
company under the criminal laws of this Territory. This ques- 
tion has been practically put at rest by several well oonsidei'ed 
decisions, among others we refer to the case of Rahilly vs. Wil- 
son, (Third Dillon, Circuit Court Reports, page 420). , This was 
a case in the United States Circuit Court for Minnesota. Judge 
Dillon, one of the most eminent judges this country has pro- 
duced, writing the opinion and holding the law as we have 
indicated, and in that opinion, he says: Code. "I may add that 
I am satisfied in the light of the mode of conducting business in 
grain elevators, that legislation to protect the depositor against 
the insolvency of the elevator company would appear to be called 
for." 

Subsequent to that decision and in consequence of it, the legis- 
lature of the State of Minnesota enacted the law for the protec- 
tion of the depositors of grain in elevators, and provided therein 
for the prosecution of parties who issued warehouse receipts and 
disposed of the grain, and failed to respond to the terms 
of the warehouse receipt when called for. That law has 
been sustained by the Supreme Court of the State of Minnesota 
and has had a wholesome influence upon the mode of conducting 
the elevator business in that State. 

We earnestly recommend the passage of a law similer to the 
Minnesota law passed by that State in the year 1876. 

As a matter of general interest we publish the following 
article on the elevator capacity of the Territory, which originally 
appeared in the Fargo Argus. It was prepared and writti^ by 
Hon. John W. Bennett, at present a resident of Rolette county : 

There are in Dakota 344 elevators and 306 warehouses, having 
an aggregate capacity of 13,843,000 bushels. Of these there are 
in North Dakota 206 elevators, 54 warehouses, 9,012,000 bushels; 
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South Dakota, 138 elevators, 252 warehouses, 4,831,600 bushels. 
These are scattered along the lines of the several railroads as 
follows: 



RAILROADS. 




St. Paul, Minneapoljfl & Manitoba 

Northern Pacific. .- 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul... 

Chicago & Northwestern 

Minneapolis & St. Louis 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Omaha. 
On the Red River 



141 


28' 


61 


19 


98 


106 


35 


146 


4 


7 


2 


• • 


3 


• • 



5,938,000 

2,855,000 

2,590,400 

2,120.200 

183,000 

85,000 

72,000 



Those on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern are not 
included. 

These elevators and warehouses, so far as South Dakota is con- 
cerned, are given in the following tables, showing the county, 
the number of each, their capacity in bushels, together with the 
names of the largest dealers, whose capacity is 50,000 bushels and 
over, and other matters of interest. 
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COUNTIES. 



r 



Aurora 

Beadle 

Bon Homme 

Brookings.* 

Brown 

Brule 

Clark 

Clay 

Codington 

Davison.. . .* 

Day 

Deuel 

Dickey 

Edmunds 

Grant 

Hamlin 

Hand 

Hanson 

Hughes 

Hutchinson 

Hyde 

Jerauld 

Kingsbury 

Lake... 

Lincoln 

McCook 

Miner 

Minnehaha 

Moody 

Roberts H 

Sanborn 

Spink 

Turner 

Union 

Yankton 

Not in any county 



BLEVA- 
TOBS. 



Total 



WARE- 
HOUSES. 



CAPACITY 
IN BUSHELS. 



188 



5 


8 


8 


21 


6 


11 


5 


13 


23 


28 


4 


1 


2 


7 


2 


• • 


4 


12 


8 


4 


4 


8 


1 


6 


8 


2 


1 


2 


6 


6 


1 


8 


8 


8 


2 


5 


1 


7 


2 


6 


* • 


7 


• • 


8 


6 


15 


5 


2 


1 


8 


2 . 


6 


1 


9 


8 


1 


4 


6 


3 


• « 


2 


8 


15 


10 


2 


6 


2 


5 


5 


6 


1 


8 



252 



119,000 

324,900 

103,000 

218,000 

639,000 

62,000 

119,000 

99,500 

296,000 

62,000 

147,000 

72,000 

103,000 

88,000 

259,000 

91,000 

188,000 

40,000 

98,000 

58,000 

38,000 

48.000 

54,000 

119,000 

40,000 

61,000 

101.000 

110,000 

99,000 

75,000 

113,000 

453,200 

85,000 

56,000 

136,000 

37,000 



4,831.600 
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Tlie following list shows the number and amount of 50,000 
bushels and upwards and the names of the bonanza elevator 
firms: 



NAMES. 



ELBVA- 
TOBS. 



Q. W. VanDusen & Co. .'. 

Basset H. & Co 

D. R. Putnam 

H.W. Pratt & Co 

L. C. Porter Milling Co 

Bagley & Cargill 

Winona Milling Co 

Cargill Bros 

Hughes & Hersey 

Cheatam, Baker & Co 

Stokes Bros. & Co 

Pacific Elevator Co 

Lord ifc Powell 

A. C. Dodge & Co 

C. M, & St. P. Rv. Elevator Co. 

F. H. Peavy & Co 

Archer & Howe 

C.W. Seefield 



Other individuals and companies. 
Total 



8 



100 
88 



WARE- 
HOUSES. 



188 



CAPACITT 
IK BUSHELS. 



8 


89 


19 


28 


24 


16 


16 


12 


1 


17 


5 


9 


• • 


16 


6 


7 


4 


8 


1 


10 


5 


2 


1 


8 


1 


7 


2 


1 


8 


2 



10 
4 



186 
66 



252 



588,000 

492,500 

457,000 

404,900 

259,200 

180,000 

175,500 

166,000 

146,000 

136,500 

87,000 

84,000 

81,000 

67,000 

65,000 

60,000 

59,000 

55,000 



8,563,600 
1,268,000 



4,831,600 
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The following named are those nominally and distinctively in 
the interests of the farmers, at least so far as their title indi- 
cate it: 



NAMES. 


ELEVA- 
TORS. 


WARE- 
HOUSES. 


capacity 
in bushels. 


farmers' elevator company. 

Doland, Spink county 

Redfield, Spink county 

North ville. Snink countv 


• ■ 

• • 

1 

• • 


• 

1 

1 

• • 

1 


12,000 
20,000 
15,000 


Mellette. Soink countv 


20.000 


Aberdeen. Brown countv 


25.000 


W averlv. Codinfirton counlv 


20,000 


farmers' shipping association. 
Preston. iLinflrsburv countv 


7,000 
4,000 

25,000 

3,000 


De Smet. iLinffsburv ccuntv 


farmers' F. ft M. CO. 
St. Lawrence, Hand county 

farmers' alliance. 
!Elkton. Brookin&rs countv 




Total 


7. 


3 


151,000 





The following table shows the lines of railroads, with the 
number of towns on each where the elevators and warehouses are 
located: 



. — ^ ^ — 

RAILROADS. 


NO. OP 

towns. 


ELEVA- 
TORS. 


WARE- 
HOUSES. 


CAPACITY 
IN BUSHELS. 


\y» .AtL. Ow. j%, Jr ... 

C. &N. W 


62 

62 

5 

2 


97 
85 

4 
2 


99 

146 

7 

• • 


2,443,400 

2,120,200 

183,000 


Minn. & St. Louis 


C. M.. St. P. & 


85,000 






Total 




.. 138 


252 


4.831,600 



In connection with the subject of "Rates" heretofore noted 
the following correspondence will be found of interest, as illus- 
trating some of the difficulties the Board had to overcome in 
adjusting a schedule of rates that should be equitable : 
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,i.f.--- .. 

|p; j Office of the Secretary of the Inkstbe 

Farmer's Alliance. 
Inkster, Dak., July 1st, 1886. 
HoK. Alexander Griggs, 

Grand Forks, Dakota. 

Dear Sir: — ^There is a matter which concerns Grand Forks 
county very much, and especially the northern part of the 
county, and a matter which I believe you have the power, or 
can greatljr aid in rectifying; it is this: 

The freight rates from Inkster to Minneapolis and St. Paul, on 
wheat are enough higher than from Ardoch, Walsh county, that 
the elevators at the latter named place always pay one cent per 
bushel more for wheat at Ardoch than Inkster. 

The result you can easily determine. Thousands of bushels of 
wheat go to Ardoch out of this county, which ought to go to 
Inkster. 

Ardoch, Mr. Griggs, is the only competing point against 
Inkster, and you can easily see how, under the existing circum- 
stances, our county is being injured, and especially, the town of 
Inkster. 

Now, sir, I do hope that you may give this matter your earnest 
attention, and, if possible, have the freight rates fixed on wheat 
from Inkster or Ardoch so that Inkster may stand on level ground 
with Ardoch, and Grand Forks county on even footing with 
Walsh county. 

On behalf of the people in this part of the coimty, I do, Mr. 
Griggs, most humbly ask, and urgently request, that you may 
cause to be brought about at a very early date, this desired 
change. 

If you can and will do what I hav^ asked on behalf of this part 
of the county, you can rest assured that the people here will ever 
be grateful for the act. 

Please reply. 

Yours Truly, 

Omer L. Steele. 

Grand Forks, July 8th, 1886. 
Omer L. Steele, £sq.. 

Secretary JFarmer'^s Alliance, Inkster, Dak, 

My Dear Sir: — Your favor of tl^e 1st inst., received during 
my absence from home. 

I have written Mr. Alexander, G. T. M., of the St. P. M. & M. 
Ry., asking him to try and rectify the matter. Will advise you 
as soon as I hear from him. I trust however that we can have it 
satisfactorily arranged. 

Yours Very Truly, 

Alex. Griggs, H, JR^ Com. 
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Grand Forks, July 8th, 1886. 
W. S. Alexander, Esq., 

O, T. M. 8t,R M, <kM, By, Co,, St, Paul, Minn, 

Dear Sir, — Enclosed I forward you a communication 
addressed to me from Mr. Omer L. Steele, Secretary Farmer's 
Alliance, Inkster. Please send me a copy of your new Tariff 
and advise me if anything can be done to rectify this. 

Please return this communication (after reading) to me, and 
much oblige, 

Yours Very Truly, 

Alex. Griggs. 



8t, PatUy Minneapolis <t Manitoba Railway Co, 

St. Paul, Minn,, July 10th, 1886, 
Capt. Alex. Griggs, 

Orand Forks, Dak, 

Dear Sir: — ^Yours of the 8th inst., with enclosed letter from 
Omer L. Steele received. Will send you new Tariff soon as 
issued. 

There is a geographical difficulty about making same rates from 
Inkster as from Ardoch, the distance being greater to Inkster than 
to Ardoch, and dealers at Inkster should not expect to get all the 
wheat in the country. They get wheat from west of Inkster. 
which formerly went to Ardoch. The difference in rate is only 
one cent per 100 pounds, or six-tenths of a cent per bushel. They 
can control the wheat from west of Inkster, and part of the way 
to Ardoch. 

Yours Truly, 

W. S. Alexander. 



MiNTO, Dak., Aug. 20th, 1886. 
To Hon. Alex. Griggs, 

Railroad Gommissioner, Orand Forks, Dak, 

Dear Sir: — ^At a meeting of the citizens of Minto, held 
Friday evening, Aug. 20th, 1886, it was unanimously resolved 
that you be requested to confer with, and wait upon the officials 
of the St. P. M. <fc M. Ry. at your earliest convenience, and use 
your best endeavors to have tne tariff on grain of said road so 
adjusted as to place the villages of Minto and Ardoch on an equal 
footing, said meeting resolved that the tariff as it now stands will 
work a great injustice to the village of Minto by giving to Ardoch 
an advantage over it, whereby the village will lose thousands of 
bushels of grain tributary to this point, that will not be marketed 






- ..P-'i 



f^« 4i SECOJfD ANNUAL REPORT OJF TiSfi 






M 



i-'J.i 



|v here under the present tariff. By using your best endeavors in 

this matter you will confer a great favor upon the citizens of 
this village, 
W. G. Mitchell, Geo. T. Habvey, 

Secretary. President. 

Faego, D. T., Sept. 9th, 1886. 
Hon. Geo. T. Harvey, 

President, 

Dear Sir: — I have the honor to acknowledge on behalf of 
the Board of Railroad Commissioners, your communication of 
Aug. 20th, containing the proceedings of the public meeting held 
at Minto on said date. 

The same were by me transmitted at once to the General 
Manager of the St. P. M. & M. Road with a letter, urging com- 
pliance with your request, if the change could be made consis- 
tently. I enclose you a copy of his reply. The board afterward 
had a personal interview with Mr. Manvel, who reiterated the 
. substance of his letter, and further said that they had to draw 
the line somewhere, and they made it at that point, and that the 
same rate prevailed on the east side of the Red River. By 
reference to tariff No. 35, which I have before me, I find the 
distance from St. Paul to Minto is 351 miles, rate 23 cents; from 
St. Paul to Donaldson, on east side of the river, 357 miles, same 
rate. The line seems to be so drawn, that distances on main 
lines of, from 350 to about 400 miles, the rate is 23 cents. 

To change this tariff, which, on the whole, the Commission 
regards as equitable, and which will save to the people of North 
Dakota, over the rate in force one year ago, a large sum of money, 
would involve a change of the entire tariff, upon which the com- 
panies spent weeks of time to perfect, and which the Commission- 
ers labored for months to secure. 

The board would be glad if Minto could be placed on an equal 
footing with Ardoch, but after a full consideration and examina- 
tion of the new tariff, see no way to attain said result without 
raising the rate to Ardoch to 23 cents, which of course would 
necessitate a like increase to all points at corresponding distances 
from St. Paul. To do this would at once give cause for complaint 
by shippers at these points. 

I trust the good people of Minto will find themselves less 
injured by the current rate than they now suppose, and will be 
content with the good they will derive from the large reduction 
over last year. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary H. JR, Com 
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/S'^. PawZ, Minneapolis S Maitoha Itailway Co. 

St, Paul, Sept. 1st., 1886.. 
Judge I. E. West, 

Sec. Board of H. JR. Commissioners, Fargo, Dak. 

Deae Sie: — I am in receipt of yours of August 30th, advis- 
ing me of the action taken by the meeting of citizens at Minto, 
in regard to the rate on wheat at that point as compared with 
Ardoch, the first station south, and in reply to same, would say 
that an examination of our tariff will show that it is as nearly 
equitable as it is possible to make a tariff. We must make a 
dividing line somewhere, and, if it was made at Minto, undoubt- 
edly the citizens of Grafton would have equal cause of dissatis- 
faction that now seems to exist in regard to this at Minto. I 
may say, also, that I have received communications from Inkster 
in which they complain very strongly of the rate at that point as 
against Ardoch; and say that a great deal of business tributary 
to them goes to that point on account of the difference in rate as 
shown by the tariff. 

I do not see how we could, consistently change these figures 
without making an entire change in our tariff, which at the 
present we cannot do. Yours Truly, 

A. Manvel, 

Gen&ral Manager 
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GENERAL STATISTICS. 



We submit the following general statistics in a form easily 
understood, and which we believe will be found of interest: 

Number of letters received 230 

Number of letters written 387 

Number of packages sent by mail and express 633 

Number of complaints adjusted~(Cases where the interven- 
tion of the Board has been requested Ac.) 52 

Number of complaints pending and unadjusted 3 

Number of cases in which railroad companies have failed to ^ 

comply with a positive recommendation of the Board 1 

MILBS OF RAILROAD IN DAKOTA. 

The total number of miles of completed railroad in operation 
in Dakota, June 30, 1886, was two thousand eight hundred and 
ninty-seven and sixty-seven one hundredths (2897. 67) as follows: 

Burlington Cedar Rapids & Northern 72.87 

Black Hills & Ft. Pierre 15.00 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha 65.47 

Chicago Sd Northwestern 605.26 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 866.47 y 

Freemont, Elkhorn Sd Missouri Valley 37.40 

Northern Pacific 695.02 

St. Paul, Minneapolis <& Manitoba 611.13 

Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific (M. & St. L.) 39.05 

Total .• 2,897.67 

Total June 30, 1885, in Dakota 2,666.81 

230.86 
Showing an increase in mileage in Dakota for the year ending 
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June 30, 1886, of two hundred and thirty 86-100 miles. Of this 
amount 70. 86 miles of the Fargo & Southern line, not included 
in our last report is now included. The total number of miles, 
however, in operation, in Dakota November the 1st, 1886, the 
date of this report, is largely in excess of this, and amounts to 
3448.84. 

The increase is as follows: 

B. C. R. & N; (New line to Sioux Falls.) 9.80 

Minneapolis & Pacific 29.64 

Freemont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley 86.50 

Northern Pacific 15.20 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul ' 176.60 

Chicago & Northwestern 71.03 

St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba J 63.40 

Making a total of 551.17 miles of completed road since June 
30, 1886. 

Total number of miles operated by the companies reporting to 
this Board June 30 1886, is sixteen thousand two hundred and 
six 49-100 (16,206.49) as follows: 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 990.66 

Black Hills & Ft. Pierre 15.00 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha 1,334.59 

Chicago & Northwestern 3,948 71 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 4,920.68 

Freemont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley 602.80 

Northern Pacific 2,778.00 

St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba 1,509.45 

Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific (M. & St. L.) 206.60 

16,206.49 

CAPITAL STOCK. 

By reference to table 1 it will be seen that the capital stock 
and debt of the above roads, is not based upon their total mile- 
age but is,»as . reported by the corporations themselves, upon a 
mileage basis of thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty-nine 
40-lJOO.miles. (13959,40) 

The total reported is ttvo hundred and ninety-six millions one 
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hundred fifty-seven thousand one hundred and nineteen 18-100 
dollars (296,15'7, 119.18) an average of about twenty-one thousand 
tour hundred and thirty-one dollars per mile. 

It will be seen by reference to said table that our roads are 
stocked from seven thousand three hundred and eighty-eight dol- 
lars per mile, as is the B. C. R. Sd N., to forty-two thousand 
three hundred and four, the amount per mile on the North 
em Pacific. 

DEBT. 

The total debt as reported by the corporations, June 30, 
1886; was |357,42'7,006. 03. Divided as follows: 

Funded $342,813,092.14 

Unfunded 14,613,913.89 



$35'7,427,006.03 
See table 2 for details. 



STOCK AND DBBT. 

I 

The stock and debt of the roads is reported at $653,784,125.21 
given also on a basis of thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty- 
nine 40-100 miles or a little over $46,836.00 per mile. 

Total amount of stock reported as held in Dakota 700 shares. 

Number of stock holders in Dakota, 3. 

Total number of stockholders 12,181. 

COST OF ROADS. 

We give in table No. 3, the cost of the roads as reported. The 
table shows a grand total cost of roads and equipments of 
$636,956,730.60. 

It must be explained however that the sum of $156,600,373.13 
given for the N. P. railroad, in said table as total for road and 
equipment, includes the value of all property owned by the cor- 
poration, railroad, equipment and lands as represented on the 
conapany's books. : 

The Auditor was not able to give cost of road and equipment 
alone, as it was only partly/ built by the present owners. 

See Auditor's statement below. 
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"January 1st, 18 7 4, the original Northern Pacific R. R. Go. 
made default in the payment of interest, and said default contin 
uing, on the 16th of April, 1875, the trustees and certain stock- 
holders commenced proceedings to foreclose. 

A committee, appointed by the bondholders, under a plan of 
reorganization became the purchasers of its railroad and all 
property and franchise mortgaged, for the benefit of all the 
bondholders who should assent to such plan and exchange their 
bonds for preferred stock, in the reorganization. 

The reorganization was completed Sept. 29th, 1875, the present 
company coming into possession of 530 miles of its completed 
road." 

J. A. Babkeb, 

General Auditor. 

GROSS EARNINGS. — TABLE 4. 

The report shows the total earnings of the roads doing business 
in Dakota to be $78,988,852.71. This sum includes, of course, 
earnings from all sources, passengers, express, mail, freight, etc. 

Of this amount the proportion for Dakota is given at $9,738,- 
731.77. 

The total passenger receipts amount to $17,994,590.01, being 
22 78-100 of the entire earnings, but no separate report was made 
of the earnings under each particular head for Dakota. 

See table 4. This table further shows the 

EARNINGS PER MILE OF ROAD OPERATED AlTD PER TRAIN MILE. 

Full reports are given from all the roads except the Black 
Hills and Ft. Pierre, which said road kept no account of earnings 
per train mile. They show an average of $1.02 on the eight 
roads reporting, per traiii mile for the passenger department 
(which it will be seen includes mail, express, etc.) and from the 
freight department and miscellaneous earnings, an average of 
$1.67.9-100. 

This makes an average for the nine roads doing business in 
Dakota of $4,102 60 per mile of road operated, and about 
$3,360 89 per mile for the 2,879 67-100 miles of road operated in 
Dakota^ against $3,322.45 last year. 
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OPERATING EXPENSES. TABLE 6. 

The roads report the total operating expenses at 145,837,416.01, 
divided as follows: 

Maintenance of way. ; $10,764,106.57 

Conducting transportation 21,774,679.59 

Motive power and cars 7,211,245.22 

General expenses 0,087,385.63 

$45,837,416.01 
Proportion fpr Dakota, $6,572,103.27. 

SUBDIVISION OF OPERATING EXPENSES. TABLE 6. 

In table six we give the operating expenses of the several roads, 
subdividing the expenditure so as to show same in detail. 

Probably the most interesting item to our people, will be the 
column showing the amount of taxes paid by the several roads 
into the treasury of the territory. It amounts, as will be seen, to 7 

one hundred and sixty-seven thousand, two hundred and forty- 
three dollars and 46-100 ($167,243.46.) 

By an error of $142,235.13 in the report from the Chicago and 
Northwestern Railway Company last year, the total taxes reported 
as p9.id for year ending June 30, 1885, in Dakota was $289,955.33, 
when it should have been $147,620.20. 

This year shows an increase in the amount paid into our 
treasury of $19,623.26. 

Repairs of road bed and track $ 5,335,024.62 

Renewal of rails 1,820,641.57 

Renewal of ties 1,488,152,24 

Repairs of culverts, bridges, etc 671,219.12 ^ 

Repairs of fencing, road crossings, etc 476,839.22 

Repairs of buildings, etc 927,720.85 

Repairs of locomotives 2,889,100.36 

Repairs of passenger cars ! 1,416,785.55 

Repairs of freight cars 2,905,359.31 

Fuel for locomotives 5,465,655.47 

Locomotive service 4,592,677.10 

Passenger train service 1,161,175.46 

Passenger train supplies 210,057.00 
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Water supply 245,567.18 

Oil and waste 451,593.31 

Loss and damage of freights and baggage 128,7'75.72 

(See table 6 for other details.) 

OPERATING EXPENSES COMPARED WITH EARNINGS. 

We have above given the gross earnings of the 

roads at 178,988,852.71 

The operating expenses and taxes were 45,837,416.01 

Giving the sum of $33,151,436.70 

over operating expenses and taxes, showing for the nine roads 
doing business in Dakota, sixty-six (66) per cent, of operating 
expenses and taxes to gross earnings. 

A study of table 7, showing percentage of expenses to earnings 
and percentage of net earnings to stock and debt, etc., will prove 
of interest, and we especially call attention thereto. 

TAXATION OF RAILROADS. 

By the laws of Dakota, railroad companies are required to pay 
into the treasury of the territory, a certain tax on their gross 
earnings. This in lieu of any and all other taxes. This is fixed 
at 2 per cent, annually during the first five years a road shall be 
operated in whole or in part, and three per cent, annually there 
after. 

The nine railroads doing buisness in Dakota paid into the 

hands of the Treasurer of Dakota for the year ending June 30, 

1886 the sum of $167,243.46, as follows: 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern $1,186.89 

Black Hills & Ft. Pierre 2,556.91 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha 1,226.72 

Chicago & Northwestern 26,941.74 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 25,092.00 

Freemont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley 130.02 

Northern Pacific \ 77,096.08 

St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba 32,695.98 

Wifloondin, MinneeK)ta & Pacific (M. A St. L.) 317.12 

• 

$167,243.46 
4 
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STEEL AND IBON BAILS IN DAKOTA. 



BAILBOADS. 


MILES OF 
STEEL. 
1885. 


MILES OF 
IRON. 

1885. 


MILES OF 

STEEL. 

1886. 


MILES OF 

IKON. 

1886. 


BurlingtoD, Cedar Rapids & Northern 

Black Hills & Ft. Pierre 


72.87 




72.87 
6.00 

17.59 
477.83 
254.90 

37.40 
739.20 
284 53 

38 05 




15.00 

37.88 

127.43 

646.51 


10.00 


Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha. . . 
Chica&fo & Northwestern 


17.59 
449 43 
149.34 


37.88 
127 43 


ChicafiTo, Milwaukee & St. Paul 


611.67 


Fremont, Elkhorn & Mo. Valley 




Northern Pacific 


376 00 

198.02 

39.50 


243.00 
2if4.24 


25.20 


St. Paul, Mliineapoiis & Manitoba 


226.60 


Wisconsin. Minnesota & Pacific 










Total 


1,302.75 


1364.06 


1.927.82 


1,088.68 



1927.82 miles of steel against 1302.75, June 30, 1885. .It will 
be perceived that the Northern Pacific railroad has only 25.20 
miles of its entire system in Dakota (excluaive of sidings) laid 
with iron. 



TRAIN MILEAGE. 

Total number of mUes run by passenger trains. 

" freight " ., 

" switching 
*' construction 
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1885 

17.689.228 

29.831,939 

10,095,567 

3,906,685 



1886 

18,587,314 

31,163.260 

10.189.520 

4,255,915 



Giving a total of 61,513,419 64,329,009 

The Black Hills & Ft. Pierre R. R. give no account of train 
mileage as they run only mixed trains. 

There is an increase this year in train mileage of 2,815,690 
miles over last year. 

1885 

Total number of passengers carried was 16.609,834 

Total number carried 1 mile was 497,913,805 

Total number tons of freight carried 19,912,823 

Total number tons of freight carried 1 mile. . . 3,853,582,554 
Total number tons of local freight carried 6,751,289 



1886 

19,333.260' 

712.263,513 

21,164.519 

4,134,380.712 

8,708,006 



2,723,426 more passengers were carried this year than last, and 
1,271,768 tons more freight moved than last year. 

The average distance traveled by each passenger last year 
(1885) was 54.38 miles, this year (1886) 52.28. 
- The passenger fare per mile for each passenger varies from 1 
cerit per mile to 5 cents per mile. The average amount paid by 
each passenger upon the roads reporting being $1,646. 
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FREIGHT TRAIN MILEAGE. 

The mileage of freight trains has very largely increased during 
the past year, the roads reporting the number of miles run by 
loaded freight cars at 448,286,595 miles, against 408,272,239 last 
year, showing an increase of over forty million miles. 

The total freight car mileage — loaded and empty, is reported 
at 604,'781,563. 

Of th,is, empty cars were hauled 156,494,968 miles, or 25 87-100 
per cent, of the total distance. 

It will be of interest to note in Table 12 the percentage of 
empty cars hauled east and south and west and north. 

The rates charged per ton per mile, are also given in said 
table and varies from one cent and eighteen one-hundredth per 
ton per mile, to one cent and eighty-eight one-hundredths, for 
local. The average on all is a little less, being .01 18-100 to 
.01 75-100 on seven roads reporting. 

The W. M. and P. however reports only "average on all" and 
gives it .02 75-100. 

EQUIPMENT. — TABLE 13. 

Total number of locomotives reported 2,331 

Maximum weight (greatest given) 77 1-20 tons 

Average weight (greatest given) 55 tons 

Average weight (lowest given) 36 74-ipO tons 

On the B. H. & Ft. Pierre (narrow guage) the weight used is 
much less, being only 20 tons. They however report locomotives 
weighing 46 tons, not in use. 

One thousand and fifty-seven locomotives are reported as 
equipped with train brake. 

Total number of passenger cars 968 

Total number of baggage, mail, and express oars 590 

Total number of parlor, dining, and .sleeping cars 152 

Total number of box freight cars 41,681 

Total number of stock cars 6,417 

Total number of coal cars 14,851 

Total number of other oars 6,337 

Total 76,996 















«•> 



Sa SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



STATIONS. 

Total stations 2,682 

Total stations in Dakota 369 



EMPLOTBS. 

Tho total number of employes reported on roads doing 

business in Dakota is 51,415 

In Dakota 6,797 

Amount expended to pay employes during the year except- 
ing the W. M. & Pacific and B. H. <fc Ft. P. roads, who make 
no returns $30,727,128.22 

For pay of employes in Dakota, with exceptions 

as above 3,221,766,12 

BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. TABLE 14. ^ 

No. of Bridges. Feet in Length, 

There is reported, wooden bridges 10 2172.0 

There is reported, combination bridges 14 2114.2 

There is reported, iron bridges 1 1211.5 

Wooden trestle and pile 3057 218,576.0 

Total 8082 222,073.8 

Of this number 897 bridges aggregating 35,047 feet in length 
have been constructed since our last report. 

RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 

There are 29 railroad crossings at or near grade in Dakota and 
2 over or under grade. 

HIGHWAY CROSSINGS. 

There are 2050 highway crossings reported at grade. : Two (2) 
over the track and twenty-three (23) under the track. 

The companies building the new extensions the present season 
have generally constructed excellent highway crossings and 
graded approaches thereto on section lines. We remarked this 
especially on the extension of the C. M. & St. P. 
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TONBAGB. TASLB 15. 

The total tonnage of the roads doing busmesB in 
H. & Ft. P. not reporting) is 22,408,803 tons. 

Of this the amount for Dakota is about 1,000,000 i 

We are unable to give the etact figures because tt 
company makes no report of amount, or classiflcatio 
freight. 

The total by each road is as follows: 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis dc Omaha 

Chicago & Northwestern 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 

Freemont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley 

Northern Pacific '. , 

St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba 

L, Minnesota & Pacific. (M. & St. L.) 



TONNAQB CLASSIFICATIOS. 

We give below in parallel columns the total tonnE 
kota tonnage on the more important items. 

Grain 711,9 

Flour 39,8 

Provisions 7,6 

Animals 100,8 

Other agricultural products 139,6 

Lumber and forest products 198,0 

Coal 161,3 

Plaster, lime and cement 11,0 

Iron, steel and castings 11,1 

Manufactures 45,1 

Merchandise, etc 238,3 

Stone and brick 22,1 

(Dakota tonnage not reported by Manitoba road.) 

ACCIDBITTS. 

Thirteen persons were killed on the railroads in 
iDg the year. 
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Passengers 2 

Employes 4 

Others 7 

Total 13 

Five fell from the trains; two when getting on or off trains? 
five by trespassing on track: one miscellaneous. 

Of the thirteen, two are reported as suicides. 

Sixty-four injuries are reported. Of this number ten were 
injured when getting on or off trains while in motion, and five 
fell from the train, and twenty-six while coupling cars. 

The large number of accidents that annually occur on the 
railroads, in Dakota, as elsewhere, from these two causes, to- wit: 
getting on or off trains while in motion and coupling cars, would 
seem to call for some appliance to prevent at least the former. 
It has been suggested that every train carrying passengers be 
required to furnish the platforms of the cars with an iron railing 
with gates to the same, to be opened only after the cars stop, j 

and to be closed before the train again starts, or some similar 
device, which would prevent passengers from getting on or off 
a train while in motion. It may be doubted, however, if this 
would avail. It is probable that some venturesome persons 
would climb over any gate or railing that could be provided, 
sooner than to enter his proper car before it was in motion. A 
perfect mania seems to posess certain travellers in this regard. 
Our American people are so restless, and the days in the year so 
few, that many of them have no time to take prudent measures 
to avoid danger to life or limb. 

There were fewer accidents to employeis while coupling cars 
than last year. ^ 

The railroad companies have for years been seeking some safe 
coupling device. It is not difficult for a railroad company to 
secure such an appliance and place it in operation on their own 
cars. A great many patent couplers have been tried and adopted 
by certain lines; but the great trouble is to find one that will 
adapt itself to freight cars of different owners, cars differing in 
size, build, etc. Freight trains may frequently be seen with cars 
from several different roads, no two of them having exactly the 
same couplers, the ordinary link and pin being the only commou 



fiOAKb OP tlAItBOAt) COMMISSIONERS. 

device that can be used. The fact, however, that t 
the United States generally are bringing their tn 
standard guage and in otherways standardizing, tseei 
reason to hope that they will bood Sod, and bring i 
Qse, some safe coupling device that will save the la 
of accidents that under the present system {or rath 
seem almost unavoidable. 

TELEQRAPH, BA11,S, BTC. — TABLE 19, 

Tables 20-21-23-23 and 24 will be found of inten 

We have prepared these, that the public m.ght see 
the difference in capital stock, debt, earnings, operati 
etc. for the years 1885 and 1886. See table 30. 

Table 21 is a comparative summary for the eam 
length of road, etc.. as well as showing the increase 
of stock, debts, etc., operating expenses, earnings, tii 
etc Tables 22, 23 and 24, are in continuatic 
summary. 

A railroad war waged at Watertown, Dakota, for 
during the past summer. The Northwestern land gi 
ed to the second crossing of the Sioux River, and tl 
been graded that far, although it had never been u 
Watertown, When the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
Watertown, it attempted to use the abandoned roa 
Northwestern, but was forced to desist by that road, 
proceeded to tie and iron the unusedportion. The T 
tik St. Louis built a parallel road at a grade about 
high'r than the Northwestern. 

The St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Company r; 
into Watertown from the north, but on account of thi 
in the grade of the Chicago & Northwestern, and 
Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific (M. St. L) could not 
to the plat of ground determined upon for the depot, 

While inspecting the system of the Chicago & No 
in August last, the Mayor of the city of Watertown t 
the Board to visit said city and adjust the trouble, 
accordingly done so, but finding that the presence of 
tives of the three roads would be necessary, adjourt 
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pointed the 25th day of September for a final hearing. On that 
day the Board met on the ground at Watertown. A committee 
of the citizens, together with one representative from each road 
on the disputed right of way, being present and effected a com- 
promise. The Northwestern company agreeing to raise, and the 
Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific to lower its grade. 
The Manitoba agreed to make its crossing fifty feet further 
west of survey. 

The commission drove the stakes and the war was over. 
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FURNISHING CARS TO SHIPPERS. 



Very few complaints against the railroad companies have been 
made during the past year. A few cases of failure to furnish 
cars to elevators and individual shippers have been received^ 
Upon investigation we found the companies apparently doing 
everything possible to move the crop. 

The extreme low price of wheat during the past season, kept 
the elevators full of grain held for an advance. Over two 
million bushels were thus held when the new crop was ready for 
market, on the Manitoba alone. 

The beautiful weather during harvest and since, caused the 
bulk of the new crop to be rushed to market. The railroads 
have been taxed to their full capacity to move it. The elevators 
at Duluth and Minneapolis could not take care of the grain so 
rapidly was it rushed in. Over a thousand cars at one time were 
reported loaded with wheat at Duluth, or waiting to get in that 
city. Then the strike of railroad switchmen further embarassed 
the companies. The result was that they found it impossible to 
furnish cars at every point as called for. 

The Board made a careful investigation of this matter and 
become fully satisfied of the general good faith of the railroad 
companies. There were one or two instances, perhaps, where 
the local agents acted arbitrarily or showed favoritism, giving 
preference to some friend in furnishing cars, but on the whole, 
we believe the railroad companies endeavored to follow the rule 
laid down by the Board on the 13th of October, 1885, as to pro 
rata distribution of cars. 

The rule is as follows: 

"The Board are well aware of the great difficulty of laying 
down any rule which will in general terms, in each case do exact 
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justice. The duty of distribution of cars involves so much and 
such an exact knowledge of detail, that it is hard to lay down 
any rule. Certain general propositions may however be made. 
Every railroad company, able so to do, should have cars safficient 
for the transaction of the ordinary business of the road. If at 
certain seasons of the year there is, as in the grain trade, a great 
demand for cars of a certain character, it is the duty of a rail- 
road company to have a sufficient number of cars to supply the 
ordinary demands, and the "ordinary demand of each station on 
the line ought to be supplied, and the ordinary demand of known 
and established shippers at each station for cars, should be sup- 
plied. An extraordinary demand at certain stations and by 
shippers, resulting from a periodical influx of business, should be 
met by a pro rata distribution of cars, and this should be made 
both as to stations and shippers. 

The Board lay it down as a general proposition, and further 
declare, that under the statutes of Dakota, all classes of citizens 
are alike entitled to shipping facilities over the railroads of this 
Territory, and the proprietors of warehouses are equally entitled 
with those of elevators, to their fair share of cars in the^^ro rata 
distribution of them, under the general rule laid down. 

We see no reason except the fact that they cannot, why a rail- 
road company should not furnish cars as requested. They are 
certainly interested in getting all the freight possible. Certainly 
it is to their interest to transport to their destination, have 
unloaded and returned as quickly as possible, all cars loaded 
with any commodity for any market. "We believe they have 
done so. Complaint was received from one or two sources, that 
the Manitoba road had ordered that, "no cars should be furnish- 
ed to parties desiring to ship to Duluth." We immediately 
brought this matter to the attention of General Manager Manvel 
who explained the reason for said instruction to have been 
simply, because at the time it was impossible to get into 
Duluth with the loaded cars. 

It is a little singular that while one or two years ago, nearly 
every complaint of failure to provide cars, came from the farmers 
who desired to ship their grain direct, now the complaints nearly 
or quite all, come from the elevators. 

The wisdom of the legislative assembly in requiring the com- 
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panics to furnish cars to individual shippers, and in 
further requiring them to make track connections with elevators 
erected adjacent to any station on any road in the territory is 
thus demonstrated. This as we have before remarked, resulted 
in breaking up an elevator monopoly system that had estab- 
lished itself on about every line in the Territory. 

A great many new elevators and warehouses have been erected 
at points where heretofore the great wheat corporations controlled 
the market. Competition for the great staple that has made the 
name of Dakota so well known, has resulted, and the farmers 
generally reap the benefit. 

The elevators now fight not only for the wheat, but for the 
means of transporting the same to market. It is unfortunate 
that the rolling stock of our roads suitable for handling grain^ is 
not sufficient for the extraordinary demand annually made upon 
them to move the wheat crop, but as a large proportion of said 
rolling stock must necessarily remain idle a great part of the 
year for want of business, after the crop is marketed, it would 
seem unjust to expect themto buy large quantities of additional 
box freight cars, merely for the sake of crowding into ninety 
days, business that with their present large facilities may be done 
in a little additional time. 
. It may be remarked here, that, in the judgement of the Board, 
the rolling stock of the roads operating in Dakota is generally 
sufficient for the ordinary business along their lines. The pre- 
sent year for the reasons given above, being an exception. 

We deem it proper to give in this connection, some letters 
from the owners or agents of Elevator Companies on the line of 
the Manitoba Railroad, as a sample of the complaints; and that 
the position of the company may be fully understood, quote also 
the full answers thereto. 

It may be further explained, that the enormous crop in the Red 
River Valley generally, this season, will account for the inability 
of the Manitoba Road to furnish cars,' as demanded, although they 
have purchased during the present season, five hundred addi- 
tional new box freight cars. 
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Reynolds, Dak., Sept. 13tli, 1886. 
Capt. Griggs, 

Dear Sir: — I ordered five cars to load wheat Sept. 4, and 
have not been able to get only one. Now ten days have expired 
and no more prospects for cars than before. Now 1 appeal to 
you for assistance and if you can help me out I would be very 
thankful. Wheat has dropped five cents per bushel since my 
grain was ready to ship. If we have to wait the pleasure of the 
railroad to ship wheat we may as well quit. I am 

Respectfully Yours, 

J. M. Hubbard, 

Reynolds, D. T. 

>J|Commissioner Griggs immediately brought this matter to the 
attention of Supt. Guthrie and requested cars to be furnished 
Mr. Hubbard. In reply he received the following: 

St, Paul^ Minneapolis S Manitdba Ry. Co,,, 

Superintendenf s Office ; 

JSarnesville, Minn,y Sept 15th, 1886, 
Capt. Alex. Griggs, 

jB. jB. ComW,y Or and Forks, 

Dear Sir: — I have your favor of the 13th inst., in relation 
to furnishing cars for J. M. Hubbard, of Reynolds, to load with 
wheat, and in reply would say that we are now, and have been 
for the past two weeks, exerting ourselves to the utmost to fur- 
nish sufficient cars to keep elevators open, and receiving wheat 
from the farmers as it is brought in, and as you are doubtless 
aware, we have not been able to acco|^plish this end, houses at 
many points closing up, compelling farmers to either unload 
their products on the ground or haul them home. I do not know 
what Mr. Hubbard's circumstances are, not having heard from 
him either direct or through our agent, until the receipt of your 
favor, but would judge from his making application to you first, a 

that he expects to gain some advantage over his neighbors in the 
procuring of cars, to which all are equally entitled. If there is 
any good reason why Mr. Hubbard should be shown preference, 
and you will so advise, they will be considered. 

Tours Truly, 

A. Guthrie, 

SuperinienderU, 

Complaints followed from other points along the line, which 
were also brought to the attention of the Railroad Company, and 
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which were answered by Supt. Guthrie, under date of Oct. 3d, 
and again on Oct. 26th, as follows: 

St Pauly Minneapolis <b Manitoba Ity. Co.j 
Superintendents Office, 
JSamesmUe, Minn,, Oct, 3d, 1886, 
Capt. Gbiggs, 

R, JR,' Commissioner, Grand Forks,. Dak, 

Dear Sir: — Referring to your' several communications of 
the 28th ult. As you are aware that we are not able to supply a 
sufficient number of cars to keep the elevators on the line open 
and receiving grain, I have not felt called upon, nor would I be 
justified in supplying cars to individuals to load on track, or from 
elevators that have plenty of room, and allowing others to close 
up that are accommodating hundreds of farmers who have no 
other means of disposing of a portion of their grain, and whose 
claims are paramount to those of Mr. MuUoy, of Reynolds, or 
Mr. Morrow of Ardoch. When Mr. Mulloy says that we refused 
him cars he states what is not true, as he has been receiving his 
full proportion of cars assigned to that station, and the same may 
be said of Ardock, but in the latter case, the house having very 
little storage, it did not furnish any accommodation to its patrons, 
and I think you will agree with me, that this fact should not be 
used as an argument in favor of furnishing them cars in prefer- 
ence to other houses with superior accommodations. 

Yours Truly, 

A. Guthrie, 

Superintendent. 

St. Paul, Minneapolis <6 Manitoba Mailway Company, 

Superintendanf s Office. 
Bamesville, Minn., Oct. 26th, 1886. 
Capt. Alex. Griggs, 

Grand Forks. 

Dear Sir: — f have your favor of the 23rd inst., in regard to 
the complaint of Farmers Elevator at Reynolds. 

Am at a loss to know on what grounds he bases his complaint, 
unless he considers that he has superior claims for cars over his 
competitors at that and other stations, which I have not been ad- 
vised of; as I can assure you that that station, and that particular 
hoiise has, in the past had more than their proportion of the cars 
distributed along the line. 

Only last week, on the strength of a claim that their house was 
broken down, twenty-five cars were delivered to them in prefer- 
ence to the other houses. I have not yet learned that any repairs 
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have been made to the house on account of this break down claim- 
ed. The following extract from a letter now befere me from Mr. 
O. H, Simonds, of Duluth, who claims to own the house, should be 
sufficient answer to this party's complaint. "At Reynolds we find 
that we have had about as may cars as the M. & N. Our house 
had settled about two or three inches on one side but they were 
bracing it up when I was there and I apprehend no further 
trouble". 

This does not indicate any discrimination against them. 

"Yours Truly, 

A. GUTHBIE, 

Superintendent, 



In the meanwhile the Board had brought this matter to the at- 
tention of General Manager Manvel, also, who declared that his 
Company were doing everything possible to furnish cars as request- 
ed. That his intention and purpose, was to serve equitably and 
justly all shippers on the lines of the Manitoba Road and that no 
unjust discrimination should be permitted. 

Mr. Manvel's policy in respect to furnishing cars may be readily 
understood from the contents of the following letter dated Nov. 
1st, 1886. 



St Paul, Minneapolis <b Manitoba Railway Company, 

General Manager* 8 Offices. 
St. JPaul, Nov. 1st, 1886. 
Judge I. E. West, 

Sec^y Board M. It. Commissioners, Fargo, Dak. 

Deab Sir: — Confirming my telgram of this date. Please note. 
Mr. Guthrie informs me that the Farmers Elevator at Reynolds 
have had eight cars during the past twelve days; that three have 
been left for them this morning and that more are to be left for 
them this afternoon. 

I feel sure that this particlar Company have been treated 
more than liberally, and I hope they will not think that, 
either the Board of R. R. Commissioners or the Railroad Co., 
has not other demands upon it that are equally as pressing as 
those they present. We are laboring with the best diligence 
and judgment we have to serve everybody as equitably as we 
can; and, in the great activity that now prevails, if we cannot 
meet all the requirements of all our patrons, I am sure we re- 
gret it as much as anybody. It is hardly necessary to go over 
with you again all the difficulties we experience in meeting the 
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demands of customers at this particular season of the year; but, 
I think, on an average, it will be found that, if we have treated 
any one unjustly, il sis the larger elevator companies and not 
those who have one elevator, like the parties at Reynolds. 

Yours Truly 

A. Manvbl. 



"intervention of the board." 

As we remarked above, few complaints have been recieved. 

The intervention of the Boards however, has been requested 
many times to secure improvements in the way of stations, 
depot buildings, side track connections with flouring mills, eleva- 
tors, etc., space for elevators or warehouses, road crossings etc. 

In the main these applications have been acted upon favor- 
ably, and the companies have complied with the recommenda- 
tion's of the Board. In one or two instances, where the application 
was for anew station between established stations, where the dis- 
tance between them was, say twelve miles, the Board fo warded the 
application recommending a flag station be established for the 
present. This was done in the case of the application by 
Mr. Winship for a station on the line of the C. M. & St. P. 
between EUendale and Frederick, and for the reason that the 
Board did not consider the traffic which would come to the 
point named, sufficient to warrant them in requiring of the rail- 
road company the expenditure necessary in constructing depot 
buildings, and maintaining a regular station at that place. 

As the report of the railroad companies themselves, give in 
detail their operations during the year, we consider it unnecessary 
to specify further, and refer to said reports and the correspond- 
ence herewith given. 



DISCRIMINATION IN RATES AND OVERCHARGE. 

Few instances in alleged unjust discrimination or overcharge, 
have come to the notice of the Board. We give below the ac- 
tion taken thereon in the two most important cases by Commis- 
sioner McVay, in whose division they arose. 
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C. F. R0SSTEU8CHEE ) 

vs. V Alleged Discrimination. 

C. M. & St. p. Rt. ) 



Yankton, April 23d, 1886. 
A. C. BiED, Esq., 

Gm'l Frt. Agt, C, M. <b St, P. By., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

'&A , Deae Sir: — Complaint has been made to this Board by C. 

F. Rossteuscher, brewer of this place, that your company is 
discriminating against him in freight rates on beer in kegs, from 
Yankton to points in Dakota, by charging him 3rd class rates 
and at the same time carrying same goods for Adler & Ohlman, 
wholesale liquor dealers of this place, at 4th class rates. Will 
you please look into the matter and advise me. 

Yours Very Truly, 

W. H. MoYat, Com. 



Chicago, Milwaukee <jb JSt. Paul Railway, 
Office of General Freight Agent, 
Milwaukee, April 27th,, 1886. 
W. H. McVay, Esq., 

Commissioner, Yankton, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — ^Yours of the 23rd inst. received. The facts 
are that Adler & Ohlman ship their beer from Milwaukee to 
Yankton and re-ship it, paying us two, high locals. Concessions 
have been made to them for this reason, and we have not thought 
that it was discrimination against any other firm, because we 
are willing to treat every one alike under like circumstances. 

If however, in the opinion of your Board, this plan works an 
injustice, and is against public policy, it will give me pleasure 
to overhaul matters, and conform as nearly as possible to your 
views. I should be glad to have a free expression of your v 

opinion in this matter. 

I beg to add that the arrangement with Messrs. Adler <fc 
Ohlman is an old one, and has been in effect for a long period, 
and there has never been any complaint made on this account. 
The complainant has never within our knowledge applied for 
relief, or complained of discrimination. 

Yours Very Truly, 

A. C. Bebd, G. F. a. 
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Yankton, May J 4th, issij. 

A. C. Bird, Esq., 

Oen'lFrt. Agt G. M. d- St P. Ry., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Dear Sir: — Your favor of the 27th inst. was duly received. 
I have looked carefully into the matter of rates given Adler & 
Ohlman and 0. F. Rossteuseher on l)eer, and find that under the 
law, it would be classed as a discrimination against the local 
manufacturer. 

I would therefore recommend that you give bothparties fourtli 
class rates on beer in kegs to points in Dakota. 

Please advise me of your decision in the matter and ol>lige. 

Yours Very Truly, 

W. 11. McVav, Com. 



Chicago, Milwaukee d- St. Paul Baihoay, 
General Freight Department. 

Milwaukee, May £l8t, 18S6. 
W. H. McVay, Esq., 

Yankton, D. T. 

Dear Sir: — Referring to your letter of tlie 14th inst., we 
will instruct our agent at Yankton to bill Rossteuscher's beer 
shipments, in less than carloads, to points on our lines in Dakota, 
at fourth class rates. 

Yours Truly, 

D. W. Keyes, 
Ut, Ass't. Gen'l. Frt. Agt 



J. C. MoRMANx, Yankton, Dakota, i 

vs. ,- Overcharges. 

C. M. & St. p. Rv. ) 

Yankton, Xov. I2th, 1885. 
A. C. Bird, Esq. 

Gen'l Frt Agt C. M. d- St P. Ry. , Milwaukee, Wis. 

Dear Sir: — J. C. Mormann, Hardware Merchant of this 
place, buys and ships Bones and Rags from Yankton to Chicago 
and Milwaukee; savs had contract with Mr. ^ferrill to take same 
in car load lots at $60.00 per car mixed of 20,000 lbs., and :^Octs. 

Ser 100 for excess over 20,000 lbs., and that prior to shipments in 
[ay and August of this year he shipped at above rates, as you 
will see by enclosed statement receiver! from consigners. 

He claims, according to contract, and as per former shipments, 
overcharge $21.72 on shipment in May, and •Sl!2.20 on shipment 
in August, as per freight receipts enclosed. 
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Says that to secure rebate in shipment made in 1883, he did in 
March 1885, send his contract and all papers relating to shipment 
to your office, that Voucher overcharge was sent to him but that 
contract and papers were retained in Milwaukee, and that you 
now claim that contract cannot be found and that you refuse to 
make rebate for overcharge on last two cars. He now requests me 
to present his claim and endeavor to get settlement. Will you 
please examine same and write me, returning all papers. 

Very Truly Yours, 

W. H. McVay, Com. 



Chicago, Milwaukee db 8t. Paul Railway, 
General Freight Department 
Milwaukee, !8l8t, December, 1886. 

W. H. McVat, Esq. . 

Railroad Gommueionefr, Yankton, D. T. 

Dear Sir: — We have ordered vouchers made in favor of J. 
C. Mormann, for the amount of the claim presented through you. 
We do^ not consider that we are holden on this claim, but inas- 
much as the rate had been in effect previously and the possible 
fact that Mr. M. may have bought the commodity on the basis of 
the previous rate, we have concluded to settle it. 

We do not acknowledge any contract with him on this business 
and future shipments of this character will have to be subject to 
tariff, or an agreement for anything less. 

Will you please convey this information to him, so that he may 
not be expecting this rate on future shipments unless it may be 
agreed to. 

Yours Truly, 

D. W. Keyes, 
Ut Asi^t Genn Frt Agt. 












Damages for Property Burned by Prairie Fire. 



Fargo, D, T., Dec. 29th, 1885. 
Chas. F. Hatch, Esq., 

President W. M. & Pa§ifi€ R. B. 

Dear Sir: — Mr. W. Wilson, of Milbank, Dakota, has Hied a 
complaint against your company,/ alleging the destruction by a 
prairie fire on Sept. 25, 1885, of his buildings, hay, grain, 
machinery, and all other property of his on the N. E. quarter 
Section 30, Township 120, Range 50. ^ 

That the value of his said property so burned was nearly one 
thousand dollars. 

That said fire was started by an engine on a freight train on 
your road between the stations of Troy and Waverly, on the 
evening of Sept. 23th. Mr. Wilson has also filed a list of his 
losses, affidavits of parties who saw the fire start, also a list of 
witnesses. 

He complains that he can get no satisfaction by writing to 
your company, and asks the intervention of the Board of 
Railroad Commissioners. 

The Board can do no less at this time than to call your 
attention to this case, and I respectfully ask you to cause an 
immediate investigation of the allegation in said complaint 
contained. 

The Board are content to allow all railroads full opportunity 
to adjust such matters in their own way, but submit that it would 
be for the best interests of railroad corporations to promptly 
settle cases of this nature as speedily as possible. Were this 
course more generally pursued much of the ill feeling now exist- 
ing toward such corporations would be dissipated. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary Board R. B. Gofnmission. 
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Fargo, Jan. 19th, 1886. 
Chas. F. Hatch, Esq., 

President W. M. & P. R. R. 
Dear Sir: — I am requested by Mr. Evans, chairman of the 
Board of Railroad Commissioners, to attain call your attention 
to the case of Mr. Wilson, of Milbank, Dakota. 

The Board have no desire to interfere in this matter, except 
only so far as they may be able to assist in preserving harmonious 
relations between the railroads and their constituents, the 
patrons thereof. In this particular case we are advised that the 
complainant is in possession of positive evidence that the fire 
was started by your engine; this will be sworn to by parties who 
saw the fire start, and who tried to extinguish it. If there is any 
doubt as to this, would it not be wisdom to seek anadjustment of 
the matter? Juries are prone to find in favor of the farmer as 
against railroad companies. 

This Board would like to see this case settled without the 
intervention of the courts, and in the interests of both parties 
would suggest arbitration thereon. 

Yery Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, n 

Secretary. 



Fargo, D. T., April 15th, 1886. 
Chas. F. Hatch, Esq. 

Pres. W. M. & P. R. R., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dear Sir: — I am instructed by the Board of Railroad Com- 
missioners to inform you, that they will held a special meeting 
at Troy, Dakota, on Wednesday the 19th day of May, 1886, for 
the purpose of investigating the alleged destruction by fire, of 
the property of W. W. Wilson, Adelbert L. Shields and Elmer 
E. Herrick of Milbank, Dakota; which said fire is said to have 
been kindled by a Locomotive Encrine on vour road. 

You are requc^sttnl to be present in person or by Attorney, to- 
gether with such witne.sses, as may have personal knowledge of 
the matter. 

It is the desire of the Board that no injustice be done, either 
the parties who suffered by said fire, or the Company you repre- 
sent, hence their determination to fully investigate the case, be- 
fore advising any action by either party to the controversy. 

Yery Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary Bd. R. R. Commissioners. 



^ 
**^i 






^ 



BOARD OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. Bd 

Faroo, D. T., June 2d, 1886. 

Hon. Chas. F. Hatch, 

Pres. W. M. & P. By. Co. MinneapoliH, Minn. 

Dear Sir: — I have the honor to enclose herewith, the find- 
ings of fact, and also recommendation of tlie Hoard of Railroad 
Commissioners, in the prairie lire case heard by the Commission- 
ers at Troy, Dakota, May 19th, 1886. 

The Board regret that you were not present, either personally 
or by counsel, but felji it would be unjust to require the com- 
plaints, with their witnesses, to w^ait twenty-four hours or more, 
when most of them had conie a long distance, on the same notice 
your Company received. 

I trust, sir, that you will acquiesce in the conclusions of the 
Board, and follow the recommendation tliey make, that you pay 
each the sum to which ^in equity and justice he is found to be 
entitled. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary R. E. Commisions. 



Board of Railroad Commtsstoxers, Dakota. 
Fargo, Dakota . May 2Sth, 1886. 

In the matter of Adelbert Shields and others 

vs. 
The Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific Railroad Co. 

At a special meeting of the Board of Railroad Commissioners 
held at the office of the Secretarv in Faruo, Dakota^ Mav 28th, 
1886, the matter of alleged burning of })r()perly belonging to 
Adelbert Shields and others, by an engine on the W. M. <fe P. R. 
R., on the 25th, day of September, A. I). 18S."), was considered. 

And now, this cause havino: been heard on the iOlh dav of 
May, inst., at Troy, Dakota, after due notice to the said Adelbert 
Shields, Elmer E. Herrick, William W. Wilson, TIagraf Han- 
son, Henry Essington and W. H. Hilton, complainants; and the 
said Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific R. R. Vo., respondents; 
by notice regularly mailed to the Presid^'ut of said C'ompany, 
Mr. Chas. F. Hatch, at Minneapolis, Minn., and also to the said 
complainants on the loth day of April, 1S86, and the said com- 
plainants having appeared personally before the Board at tlie 
place and time named; and the Board having heard all the evi- 
dence adduced by said Complainants, none being ))r()(hu*ed on 
part of respondent, and the Board of R. R. Commissioners 
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having duly examined and considered the evidence aforesaid, 
now find the following facts: 

• 

;-]I. That Adelbert L. Shields, Elmer E. Herrick, William W. 
Wilson, Hagraf Hanson, Henry Essington and William H. 
Hilton were residents of Grant and Coddington Counties, Dakota, 
on the 25th day of September, A. D. 1885, and owned certain pro- 
perty therein. 

n. That on the 24th day of Sept. A. D. 1885, a prairie fire was 
set and started on the right of way of, and on the North side of 
the line or railroad track, of the said Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Pacific Railroad, a mile, or mile and one-half west of Troy 
Station, Dakota, by a Locomotive Engine attached to a freight 
train passing west on said road on the afternoon of said day, be- 
tween the hours of four and five o'clock. 

ni. That said fire so set or started, turned the prairie and 
spread in a general North Easterly direction, and burned and de- 
stroyed the property of these complainants, situated in the Coun- 
ties of Grant and Coddington, as above named, to an amount ag- 
gregating $2,268.30. As follows, to-wit: 

Adelbert L. Shields $775.25 as per Exhibit "A" hereunto 
attached. » 

Elmer E. Herrick $237.50 as per Exhibit "B" hereunto at- 
tached. 

William W. Wilson $933.55, as per Exhibit "C" hereunto at- 
tached. 

Hagraf Hanson $48.00 as per Exhibit "D" hereunto attached. 

Henry Essington $250.00 as per Exhibit "E" hereunto at- 
t<ached. 

W. H. Hilton $24.00 as per Exhibit "F" hereunto attached. 

IV. That said Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany through and by its officers, agents and employes are re- 
sponsible for the setting and starting of the prairie fire aforesaid, 
which so burned the property of complainants, as specified and 
named in the Exhibits above named, and are liable to said com- 
plainants for damage so done. 

Wherefore it is considered by the Board of Railroad Commis- 
sioners, and they do so recommend, that the Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota and Pacific Railroad Company do adjust the losses so sus- 
tained by complainants, and settle with each and every one of 
said complainants, and pay him the sum to which in equity and 
justice he is found to be entitled. 

Wm. M. Evans, 

W. H. McVay, \- Commissioners, 

Alkx. Griggs. 

Attest: 

I. E. West, Secretary, 
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Minneapolis <Ss 8t. Louis Railway. 

Minneapolis, Minn. June, 1th, 1886. 
I. E. West, Esq., 

Secretary Board R. B. Commissioners, Fargo, D. T, 

Dear Sir: — I beg to acknowledge receipt from Mr. Hatch 
of your letter of the 2nd inst., enclosing the findings of fact 
and recommedation of your Honorable Board, with regard to the 
claims for damage by fire, alledged to have been set by one of 
our engines in September last. 

Yours Truly 

W. H. Tbitesdale, yice-President, 



Fargo, D.T. July 2d, 1886. 
Hon. W. H. Truesdale, 

Vice-Pres. M. d St. L. By. 
Dear Sir: — I havevours acknowledging receipt of the com- 
munication, enclosing nndings of fact and recommendation of 
this Board in the "Prairie fire" cases, but we have no knowledge 
of any steps being taken by your company towards carrying out 
said recommendation. 

The Board of Commissioners are very earnest in their desire 
that justice may be done the complainants in this case by your 
company. 

Will you please inform me at your earliest convenience of the 
conclusions relative thereto (if any) at which your company has 
arrived. 

We trust said conclusion when made, will be in substantial 
harmony with our recommendation, and that you will make an 
equitable settlement of all damage done by said fire to com- 
plainants. 

Very Truly Yours, 

1. E. West, Sec. JR. JR. Com. 



Minneapolis db St. Lovis Bailway, 
Office of the Vice-President. 

Minneapolis, Minn., July 7th., 1886, 
1. E. West, Esq., 

See. Board of B. B. Commissioners, Dakota Territory, Fargo, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of yours of July 2d, asking as 
to the intentions of this company with respect to the recom- 
mendations of the Board concerning the claims of Mr. Wilson, 
of Milbank, and others, for injuries to property by fire alleged to 
have been set by an engine of this company in September last, 
and in reply, I beg to say that the company is advised by coun- 
sel, after full consideration, that it is not liable, and therefore 
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declines, with due deference to the judgement and opinions of 
the Board, to pay the claims. 

It is proper to say, in explanation of the failure to appear be- 
fore the Board, it did not occur to the Company that the Statutes 
of the Territory conferred jurisdiction upon the Board in the 
matter of these claims; That for the Company to incur the 
expense of employing counsel and producing witnesses would 
not be justifiable in view of the fact that the determination of the 
Board would not be binding upon either party. 

The Company desires to say further, that if the gentlemen 
who are pressing these claims have sufficient confidence to bring 
suit, the Company will agree that some suitable person may be 
appointed referee, with the usual powers of a referee, by the 
Court in advance of the term of Court, who can at once go to the 
locality where the injuries occurred and hear the evidence, thus 
avoiding both expense and delay that would otherwise be incid- 
ent to the litigation. This proposition is made for the purpose 
of avoiding any imputation of a desire on the part of the Com- 
pany to subject the claimants to the delay and expense which 
might otherwise be incident to the prosecution of the cases. i>^ 

The Company also desires to suggest that the claimants give or 
assign their claims to one person, and thereby avoid a necessity 
for more than one suit. 

I trust the foregoing will make it sufficiently clear to the Board 
that the (\)mpany has, or believes it has, complete defense to the 
claims; that it does not desire to subject the claimants to undue 
delay or expense, but simply that it may present its defense in the 
proper way. 

I have the honor to be. 

Yours obedient servant, 

W. H. True SD ALE, ViGe- President 

This closed the correspondence. In a personal interview with 
the President and Solicitor of the Company since the date of the 
above, both gentlemen insisted that their Company had a perfect 
defense both in law, and on the facts, as against the demand for 
damages l)y the parties aforesaid. 

FTRE SET BY LOCOMOTIVE. 

Twin Brooks, Dak., July 28th, 1886. 
Mr. Wm. M. Evans, 

Milhank^ Dakota. 
Dear Sir: — I wish to call your attention as R. R. Commis- 
sioner to the fact that the engine of a freight train of the C. M, 
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& St. P. Ry. Co. set fire to our meadow yesterday forenoon, and 
with desperate fighting only, could two of us check the fire, and 
that after it had burned over quite a portion of our meadow and 
pasture land. 

If you can call the attention of the Company to this, it may 
be that they will be willing to settle for the damage done, and 
also to secure as much as possible against fire in the future, by 
fire breaks. 
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(Sec. 16.-120-50.) 



Respectfully, 

Albert E. Gunn. 
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Board of Railroad Commissioners of Dak. 
MiLBANK Dak., Aug. 7th, 1886. 
Mr. Roswell Miller, 

General Manager G. M. & St. P. Ry. 

Dear Sir: — Enclosed herewith find letter from Mr. Gunn, 
which will explain itself. 

I would call your attention to the necessity of keeping your 
engines in the most perfect order in regard to fire. 

From what I learn, the grass is often set on fire by passing 
trains; it should not be so. A little more care continually exer- 
cised, will save a deal of trouble and cost. 

Please give this matter your attention, and oblige, 

Yours Truly, 

Wm. M. Evans. 



Ghica^io, Milwaukee db St. Paul Railway. 

Mihoaukee^ Aug, 9th, 1886. 
Hon. Wm. M. Evans. 

Milbank, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — I have your favor of the 7th Math enclosure. 
Special orders have been given to keep our engines in thorough 
order, particularly in everything pertaining to fire, and I think 
we can show a satisfactory record, for every run made by any 
of our engines. In regard to extraordinary precautions taken to 
guard against damage, we have exercised the utmost care, and 
only last week sent special orders cautioning ev%ry one. I am 
very much obliged that you called my attention to the matter. 

Yours Truly, 

J. F. Tucker, AssH GerCl MarCgr, 
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TAXING OF CORPORATIONS. 



The diversity of opinion formerly prevailing concerning the 
methods of taxing railroads, seems to be generally settling to 
one principle; that of assessing the gross earnings; allowing the 
r^al estate of railroad companies, outside of their right of way 
property, to be assessed by the assessors of the locality where 
situate. This system was recommended by a convention of rail- 
road commissioners held at Saratoga Springs, New York, June 
10th, 1879, which adopted a report made by Chas. Francis Adams, 
Jr., of Mass., W. B. Williams, of Mich., and J. A. Oberly, of III., 
a committee appointed to investigate the whole subject. 

They say: "the conclusion at which your committee arrived 
was, that all the requisites of a sound system were found in taxes 
on real property and on gross receipts, and in no other — in fact 
that when these were properly imposed, no other taxes were or 
could be necessary, as nothing would escape untaxed. Under 
this system the real estate of the railroad corporations, held for 
corporate use outside of their right of way, would be locally 
assessed exactly in the same^way as the real estate of private 
persons or corporations adjoining it, was assessed. There would 
be no distinction made in regard to it. It is the ordinary tax on 
real property. Beyond that a certain fixed percentage, estab- 
lished by law, and of general application, should be assessed on 
the entire gross earnings of the corporations, and this should be 
in lieu of all forms of taxation on what is known as personal 
property. Under this system the rolling stock of the corpora- 
tion would not be assessed; nor its securities, whether stock or 
bonds, either indirectly through the corporation, or directly in 
the hands of those owning them. The entire burden, be the 
same more or less, would be imposed in one lump, on the corpor- 
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ation and levied directly. It does not need to be point 
that this system is perfectly simple; that under it taxa 
fixed by a general law, and not by local valuations; tha 
thoroughly proportionate, insomucli as the amount levied di 
on the volume of gross receipts; finally, it can be ascertaii 
anyone, and can by no poKsibility be evaded. 

"The disposition to be made of the tax thus levied, whe 
into the hands of the State authorities — whether it shoi 
retained in the state treasury, or distributed among loo: 
either those through which the road might run, or thi 
■which the holders of its securities reside — woidd be matt 
adjustment by le^slation. It could either be retained in th 
treasury, or paid back into the local treasuries of the 
ties or towns in which the roads are located on mileage p 
tions, or ratably distributed among all the municipalities • 
state. **•••• 

■ * * Where the the tax on railroads is no 

ied as an entirety by the state government, the most 
method of distribution is to divide it among the countit 
municipalities through which the road runs in proportion 
length of it therein. In Massachusetts the tax is paid o 
the place of residence of the individual stockholders, an 
undistributed balance is paid into the treasury of the state 

In Michigan the whole amount of the tax is paid t 
retained by the state, being devoted to special purposes. 

In M'ssissippi, where there is a franchise tax, one-half 
goe» to the counties through which the road runs, the bala 
the stat«. In New Hampshire, again, one-fourth of the 
paid to the towns through which the road passes in propor 
the amount expended in each town for right of way and 
The other three-quarters is divided among the towns in p 
tion to the stock owned therein. 

Itt this respect, therefore, as in alt others, the existing 
system affords every variety of precedent. 

The disposition to be made of a tax after it is collected, 
way, however, affects the question of the proper' methi 
collecting it. It must so largely depend on local exig 
that no general rule regulating it would- seem to be po 
Finally, the committee will say that, of all the systems of ta 
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examined by them, those in use in England, among the countries 
of Europe, and in Michigan and Wisconsin, among the states of 
the Union, seem to them most intelligent and in conformity with 
correct principles. 

The Michigan and Wisconsin systems would seem to be 
especially commendable. The systems in use in many of the 
older states, on the contrary, and notably in the states of Massa- 
chusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, are very cumber- 
some, and present hardly any features worthy of study or 
imitation. * ***** 

* • * "Clumsy and devoid of scientific merits as it 
unquestionably is, however, the Massachusetts system would 
seem to be preferable to that still in use in New York, concerning 
which the State assessors, in their annual report for 1873, express 
the opinion that under it there was no uniform rule for any road, 
in any county, each assessor being governed entirely by his own 
views. In certain towns the railroads appear to pay about pne- 
third of the entire taxes, while the assessed valuation now (1878) 
varies from |400 per mile to $100 per rod. * * In 
short, it is scarcely an exaggeration to say that the assessments 
are as unlike as the complexion, temperament and disposition of 
the assessors. 

It does not need to be pointed out that a system such as this — 
and it is the system in most general use — compels the corpora- 
tions in self-defense to an active participation in local politics. 
Indeed, it is not too much to say that as a system it is open to 
almost every conceivable objection. 

* * * It is very, very apparent that the subject of 
railroad taxation is one which in, this country, has as yet received i,; 
veiy little mature consideration." 

This system has been adopted by the Territory of Dakota and 
by several of the states. 

We see no reason for modifying this method. It was also 
again recommended by the Tax Commission in its report to the 
Governor and Legislative assembly, January 24th, 1885. 

This system of taxing the gross earnings, has thus far been 
applied only to railroads. It is believed however, that the same 
principle may be made to cover several classes of corporations 
which are now only inadequately taxed, or which escape taxation 
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entirely. Aimong these we may mention Express, Telegraph, 
Telephone and Sleeping Car Companies. All these corporations 
do a profitable business in the Territory, and share the protec- 
tion of our laws, and there is no reason in equity and justice why 
they should not also share the burdens. 

These corporations collect a large revenue from our citizens,, 
but have been exempt, to a large extent, from the charges of 
maintaining the government, which they enjoy equally with the 
citizen who is taxed. 

This exemption has been due to the difficulty of finding a just 
and equitable method of assessment. All admit the justice of 
taxing these corporations, but when a practicable method is 
sought, various hindrances have been met; chiefly, because of the 
peculiar charter of investments, by means of which they are 
operated. 

The outlay for the plants of some of them are insignificant 
compared with their earning capacity. These peculiarities, what- 
ever they may be, do not present a sufficient reason for evading 
their just responsibilities to the Territory. 

It seems just as reasonable to require an Express, Telegraph, 
Telephone or Sleeping Car Company to report gross earnings, as 
it doQ<^ to. require such a report from a Railroad Company 
There is no more difficultv in the one case, than in the other. 
Yet the principal reason assigned for not taxing the gross receipts 
of these companies, is the difficulty of ascertaining the propor- 
tionate amount of earnings in the Territory. It is said that the 
accounts of companies do not give the data necessary to make 
the computations. The plain jnswer to this is; require such 
companies to obtain the data just as railroad companies now do. 
All the details of accounts necessary for the convenience and 
conduct of the business for the benefit of the corporations them- 
selves are easily enough obtained by them; therefore there seems 

to be no good reason why such information as may be required 
for the benefit of the Territory should not in like manner, be 

secured. 

We therefore recommend that, telegraph, telephone, express 
and sleeping car corporations be required to report their gross 
earnings in the Territory, and that such earnings be assessed for 
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taxation, at such a rate as will compel these companies to bear 
their proper share of the general burden. 

Tlie following letter from Hon. A. B. Smedley, of Grant 
county, relative to the above, expresses, is believed, the popu- 
lar opinion as to requiring the corporations named, to bear their 
full share of the taxes of the Territory. Commissioner Evans 
replied to said letter under date June 4, 1886. Hon. E. W. Cald- 
well, the Territorial Auditor, in his " Compilation of the Assess- 
ment Laws of the Territorv, with Instructions and Comments," 
holds that the property of telegraph or any other joint stock 
companies (except banking or other corporations whose taxation 
is otherwise specifically provided for) is to be listed through the 
Territorial Auditor's office. However this may be, under the 
position taken by the Board, telegraph companies would pay 
but a small tax, even if taxed upon all the property they own in 
the Territory, compared with the value of their franchise, or the 
amount of their earnings. 

In order that the degislature might have some data before them, 
in case this recommendation should receive favorable considera- 
tion, we had prepared and sent out to the various telegraph and 
express companies doing business in Dakota, full sets of blanks 
upon which we requested them to make return of their business. 
The following companies responded and we submit with this 
report said returns in full, to-wit: Northern Pacific Express 
Co., and Western Union Telegraph Co. The others will be 
given if received in time. 

MftBANK, D. T., May 31st, 1886, . 

To the Honor<ible Board of Railway Commissioner 8, D. T. A 

Gentlemen: — In looking over your most excellent and in- 
structive report for the year 1885, I find nothing in regard to 
either telegraph or express companies. The law from which you 
derive your authority as a Board was approved March 6th, 1 885. 
Section 14 has this provision; **A11 sleeping car companies, express 
companies and telegraph companies doing business in the terri- 
tory shall make such reports of their business as the Railroad 
Commissioners ftiay require, and said Commissioners shall have 
the same authority over, and supervision of, all sleeping car com- 
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panies, express companies and telegraph companies as over railway 
corporations." 

It is possible that in the -short time intervening between your 
entering upon the duties of your office and the. completion of 
your report it was not possible for you to give this matter the 
attention its importance demands, but I would respectfully sug- 
gest that during the present year, if possible to do so, you give 
the matter careful attention, both for the information of the gen- 
eral public and that the next legislative assembly may be able to 
devise some method by which these corporations may bear their 
equitable share of the burdens of taxation. 

I know no reason founded in justice why one class of property, 
protected by the laws and depending on the law for safety and . 
prosperity, should be exempted from bearing its share of the pub- 
lic burdens. In the case of the corporations under consideration 
there is certainly nothing either in the character of the service 
rendered nor the tax ingiposed on the public for such service as 
to make them worthy of. exemption from taxation. Yet two of 
them are entirely exempt, and all practically so. 

There can be no intelligent action taken to remedy this injust- 
ice until the public, through your Board, are in full and com- 
plete possession of the details of their business, management and 
methods as they are through your report of that of the railway 
companies. 

I am aware that the subject will present difficulties, but the 
public have a right to require the fullest information as to these 
corporations doing business among us and supported by its 
money. 

In the case of express companies you will be met by the fact 
that while by charging exorbitant rates for service rendered, they 
take large sums from the public annually, they have but little 
property in the territory which could be assessed as a basis of 
taxation. It is evident then that it is important to know the 
revenue they derive from the business they dti among us, as well 
as the value of the property they have. 

In the case of telegraph companies the case is different. They 
have money invested in their lines and the various appliances of 
their business. An important factor in estimating the value of 
this property is the franchises which they have obtained from the 
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railroads along which their lines are built. It is eviden 

owners of telegraph property regard this as materially i 

this value. The revenue derived from this business, 

the value of the properties, are both important elem.ent 

ing at just conclusions. Whether the value of their Hi 

Dr. Orton, President of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 

testified before the U. S. Senate Committee, $480 per mile, or 

whether their actual cost value is leas, is important to know. 

My own judgment is that in estimating the value of all corpo- 
rate properties, its actual cash value should be the basis, both 
because this is the only safe and equitable rule, and because it is 
only a question of time when all fictitious values will have to be 
.eliminated from all classes of property. 

If, however, Dr. Orton and his associates can convince yoar 
Board that this is the value of their properties in the territory, and 
are willing to pay taxes on tliat basis for territorial, county, town 
and school purposes, it in likely the public will not object. It is 
most important, however, that the public have the fullest and 
most (ximplete information on the subject of all corporate 
property. 

Very Respectfully Yours, 

A. B. Smedlev. 

Office of Chairman df the . 

BOABD OF RaiLBOAU COMMISSIONKRS OF DaKOTA. 

Milbank, June Mk, 1 »m. 
Hon. a. B. Smkdley, 

Miibank, Dakota. 
Dear Sir: — In reply to yours of i\me, Ist, asking concerning 
statistics of the property and business of telegraph, express and 
sleeping-car companies, and suggesting very properly that the 
matter have attention, both for the information of the general 
public and the legislative assembly, permit me to say that the 
publication of the statistics and information obtained in the short 
time covered by the first report of the Railroad Commissioners 
would have been unsatisfactory from their meagemess, and also 
premature, because the legislative assembly did not convene last 
winter and therefore could not have taken any action upon 
recommendations that might have been made. 
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The subject has had careful consideration by the Board. 
Steps have been taken to secure detailed information of their 
business, stocks, debts, dividends, cost, length of lines, stations, 
tariffs, persons employed, etc. 

In view of the fact that the mere pittance of a tax of thirty 
cents a mile, heretofore paid by telegraph companies, was repeal- 
ed by the last legislature, so that they will pay nothing unless 
assessed by local assessor, and, the fact that express companies, 
sleeping car and telephone companies, which derive a large 
revenue from the public, now wholly escape taxation, the Board 
is desirous to devise some practicable and equitable way to reach 
these organizations so that they may be made to bear their just 
share of the burden of taxation. 

It is hoped that the measures inaugurated will secure sufficient 
data for the legislature to take efficient action on this subject. 

We thank you for the interest manifested and assure you that 
the suggestions maintained in your valuable letter shall have due 
consideration. 

Yours Very Truly, 

W. M. Evans, 
Chairman Board of R. H. Com'rt of Dak. 







■."<• 



TRAIN CONNECTION AT CAS8ELTON. 



Fakgo, D. T., March 17th, 1886. 
Hon. W. H. McVay, 

Railway Communoner, Yankton, Dak., 

My Dear Sir: — If you take occasion to read the Argus, you 
will have noticed an item, a few days since, in regard to the 
meeting of trains at Glyndon, that at the request of the Minne- 
sota Railway Commissioners, time was changed so as to permit 
an exchange of passengers, without lay-over. 

The next day the Argus suggested that the Dakota Railway 
Commissioners could possibly make a similar arrangement for 
Casselton, which would accommodate a very large numbtr of 
people north of us anxious to make Fargo a pointy and return in 
the same century; which it is almost impossible to do now, under 
the existing arrangements. 

I am confidentially intormed, by one high in authority in the 
Northern Pacific management, that that company has always been 

6 
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and willing to do this, but the Manitoba peop 

1 it not be a matter worthy of the conaiderat 
I write you this direct, on account of the 
of your honorable Secretary, Judge West. 
Tours Very Truly, 

A. W. 1 

ilssioner McTay forwarded this letter to tl 
•noe waited on the officials of the Manitob 
d that train connection be made at the pi 
it Hill, in reply, stated that a new time card 
inced and that if the same could be arran| 
>f trains meeting at Casselton without serioi 
should be done, 
allowing correspondence explains itself: 



St. Paul, MtitTieapoht i£ Manitoiic 
St. Paul, March Si 
. E. West, 

Fargo. D<ik. 
LR Sib: — Referring to your conversation in 
ew d^s since, please advise me what traim 
to. I must have misunderstood you, as refe 
d. I find connection is now made east bound 
) at Casselton; and has been so arranged for si 

S', P., I understand, intend putting on trai 
that will connect with our north bounc 

Yours Truly, 

C. H. Wabekn, 



Fahqo, Majcch 3 
''abbbn, Esq., 

(?. P. Agt. 8t. P.M.dbM. B. B. 
LB Sib: — I have yours of the 30th relative t 
at Casselton. I cannot say what the time 
is declare, as I have not them to refer to, hi 
: of faot, that no connection has been made h 
K. P. east bound, for a long time, 
train from the North, arriving some 17 minu 
IS passed. I think there can be no mistake a 
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it has been reported to us frequently and many com 
thereof. 

Verv Trulv Yoms, 

: " I. E. West 



Faruo, Mar<'1 
J. T. Odei-l, Ks<j.. 

Am'I Qen'l Manager N. F. R. R. 
Dkjlr Sik: — I understand that the new time, t 
Dakota division will soon go into effect. 

I have been in correspondence with Mr. Warren, 
of the Manitoba, relative to arranging for a connec 
trainj; on the two roads at Casselton. I diti not wr 
understood that you wei-e in sympathy with ns, ai 
your part in the matter, I have thought it proper 
make this official record by writing you. 

The Board will be pleased if you will give the nece: 
tiona to your G. P. A. to arrange with the Manitol 
said connection made at as early a day as possible. 
Yours Very Truly, 

I. E. West, 



St. Paul, Afinnitapoli* it Mai 
Ait't Oeneral Manager 
St. Paul, April . 
I. E. West, Es«., 

Sec'g Board Railroad Commit»io)ierg, Fir 
Dear Sir: — 1 have a clipping from the "Farj 
April 1 2th over your signature, regarding the connec 
the Northern Pacific Etoad-and ourselves at Casseltc 
netted several "squibs" in Fargo papers recently, ab 
nection. 

I do not see how we can make any change in tin 
trains that will make a closer connection than at pi 
train going north from Casselton is the only one we 
division and makes connection at Breckenridge wit 
leaving here the night before, and we could not get 
ton any earlier without disarranging our whole systs 
gers trains on both divisions and incommoding the 
all of them; nor could w^ arrange to leave Cawsel 
and a half later, which would be the case if we conn 
Northern Pacific train arriving from the east at that 
would hold all of our passengers' from points south • 
to make this connection, The train in question mah 
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trip from Breckenridge to Larimore and return each day, con- 
necting with our trains from and to St, Paul, at Breckenridge. 
^ The connection south and east from points north of Casselton, 
I believe, is all right as it is, our train arriving at Casselton at 
6.i0 and the Northern Pacific departing for the east at 6.17 p. m. 

Yours Very Truly, 

H. C. Ives, Ass^t GenUl Manager, 



■*■ - 



Wyndmere, Dakota, Dec. 9th, 1885. 
Mr. West, Esq., 

8e(fy Board of Railroad Commissioners, for Territory of Dak 
Dear Sir: — We beg pardon for this intrusion and possibly 
for asking questions that do not partain to your office, but we 
would be pleased to have you answer a few questions or give us 
any information that will help us. We are located on the N. P. 
F. F. & B. Hills R. R. at the place ojamed in the heading. This 
station has been opened and doing business for over two years, 
and yet the railroad company ignores us entirely except in the 
matter of collecting freights in advance! They are sure to do 
that! 

The village or station contains the folio wing; ♦ two general 
stores, one grain elevator, one lumber yard, one blacksmith shop, 
one hotel, one grain elevator, one saloon, two coal and wood 
yards, all doing a good and paying business. 

The writer "for the- above firm alone" has paid from one 
thousand to fifteen hundred dollars in freight to the N. P. R. R. 
Co., in the past y^ear. There was about 70,000 bushels of wheat 
shipped from this station last year, and all this without an agent 
of the company here to look after the business, or in any way 
accommodate the patrons that have been obliged to abide the will 
of the company. We have w^ritten letters and petitions to the 
company, but they do not seem to give them any attention further 
than to promise. 

The company erected a depot some time ago and promised to 
put in an agent immediately, but have failed to do so and we 
understand do not intend to at present. Our freight is carried 
under special conditions printed on freight bill, that it is to be 
unloaded at Wyndmere Station solely at the shippers risk. Have 
we any rights or have we none. We cite the above to acquaint 
you with the condition of affairs. • 

If you can render us any aid towards securing rights we think 
are justly due us, your efforts will be highly appreciated by 

Yours Truly, 

HiLLiARD Bros. ' 
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I immediately wrote Mr. Odell, Assistant General Manager N,^ ^ 4|| 
P. R., who acted promptly in the matter as will be seen by the ■2''fl 
following letter to Hilliard Bros. 









Fargo, D. T., Dec. 27th, 1885. 

Hilliard Pros., 

Wyndmere, Dakota. 

Gentlemen — I am pleased to inform you that Mr. Odell? 
Ast. Gen'l. Manager N. P. R. R. acted promptly on my sugges- 
tion and request that he place an agent at your station and has 
appointed Mr. W. H. Morgan to that position. | 

I trust this will be satisfactory. I shall be glad to serve you >| 
at any time. 

Very Resp. Yours, 

I. E. West, 

Secreiarp. 
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Fargo, D. T.. April 15th, 1886. 

Marvin Hughitt, Esq., , ,4' 

Oenl. Manager C. & N, W. R. R. >•! 

Dear Sir: — I am instructed by the Board of Railroad 
Commissioners to call your at ention to a case of grave miscon- 
duct on the part of an employe of your company at Centre villa, 
Dakota, on the 8th day of April inst. 

The Board saw the occurrence themselves, at the station named. 
After the train had stopped, and while passengers were getting 
on and off, the baggage man at that station came trundling his 
loaded truck along the platform, through and among the passen- 
gers, rudely and hastily, and struck one passenger, a blind man, 
and would have knocked him off his feet and down between the 
cars, had he not been assisted. 

The Board would respectfully suggest that a man so regardless 
of the rights, as well as the personal comfort and safety of otheris, 
is an unfit person to hold such a position. 

There was ample room back of the passengers for him to have 
wheeled his truck. Better still would it have been for him to 
have had his baggage at its proper place before the arrival of the 
train. I cannot give you the name of the man, but he was on 
duty on said day at about 8:45 o'clock a. m. The name of the 
blind man referred to is C. M. Meyrs, of Elk Point, Dakota. 

The Board trusts that you will take such steps as to you 
seem right and proper, to prevent such occurrences in future. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary R. R. Com. 



m 
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Chicago d- North Weslerit Railway Company. 
Chicago ApiHl IViA, 1886. 

fsBT, 

Secy. Boardof R. R. Ona'ri., Fargo. Bak. 

[R:— Yours of ApHl I5th, to Mr. HughJtt, has been 

i has been referred to the Gen'l. Superin ten dent for 

L and action. 

Truly Yours, • 

W. H. Stksnett. 



Chicago <£ IforOoBeatem Railway Company. 
Office of the Oentral SuperimUntUni. 
Chicago, April 22nd, 1686. 

y B. R. Oommisiionert, Dakota Ter., Fargo, Bak. 
[b; — Please refer to your letter of April 15th, to Mr. 
1. Manager, about the action of one of our employe s 
I, Dak. The letter was handed to me aud I comniu- 
Mr. Sanborn, A«siHtant General Superintendent. He 
saw one of the Coinmiseioners when he returned from 
i he immediately coramunieated with the local Super- 
have the matter investigated, and if the man could 
use for his misconduct to dismiss him from the 

le intention of this Company to keep any one in ila 
does not treat the public with proper courtesy, and 
times thank yoii if you will advise me if you know 
nduct of any of our employes. 

Yours Truly, 
C. C, Wheeler, Sen. Supt. 



was promptly dismissed. 



CocHTT Auditor's Office. 
Grand Forks, Dak., May 25th, 1886. 
.NDER GRiaas, 
R. R. Commit^ner. 

Ini: — I have been directed by the Board of County 
ers to call your attention to the several sluice hole^ 
>rks County, particularly at Inkster and Thompson, 
e elevator company excavating for building purposes. 
or ditches, so caused, remain unfilled during the 
1 fall months, consequently stagnant water forms 
«by endangering the preservation of public health. 
into of said villages desire the said holes to be filled 
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up and the offensive odor abated. The said 6oar( 
CommiBBioners, therefore, request you, as Railroad C 
of the Territory, to call Uie attention of said eleva 
to these matters, and request said company to fill u 
said excavated places. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. P.] 



Gband Fobes, Jnni 
J. P. Brat, Esq., 

Oountt/ A'uditor. 

Dbab Sib: — I am in receipt of your oommunicf 

my attention to sluice holes at Inkster and Tfaompso 

elevator companies excavating f >r building purposes 

Please state to the Pounty CommiBsioners, that 

this matter early attention and endeavor to have it I 

Very Resp'y. Yours, 

Alex. Gi 



Geand Foskb, D. T. Jun 
A. GUTHBIE, E^., 

Supt. 8t P., M. d: X. Rg. Co., BarnemiUe. M 
Deab Sib: — I am in receipt of a communicatii 
County CommiBsioners of this county, asking me 
holes at Inkster and TbompBon, caused by elevato 
excavating for building purposes, filled up. They cc 
in the spring and fall, these holes are filled with 
stands until becoming stagnant, thus endan^rint 
health. Can anything be done to abate this evil? 1 
me. 

Yours Very Truly, 

A1.BX. G 



&. Paul, Minn^oUi & Maniioba B 
SuptrinUndtnti Cfgi 
SametviUe, Minn, June 
A. Gbiggs, Esq., 

R. R. Oom'r. GraTid Fork*. 
Dbab Sib: — In answer to your communicatio 
which has been delayed until this time, that I migh 
portnnity of consulting the General Manager in 
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matter referred to therein, which I have not been able to do 

until a day or two ago. I have arranged that as soon as one of 

our work trains and crews, now engaged on the main line, 

finishes the work they are now doing, to move them on to the 

Park River line, for the purpose of making approaches to the 

side tracks, and filling in of excavations complained of. 

I expect to be able to start on this work some time within the 

next thirty days. 

Yours Truly, 

A. Guthrie, 

Superintendent. 



BoABD Railroad Commissioners of Dakota. 
MiLBANK, Dak., Aug. 11th, 1886. 
J. F. Tucker, 

Assistant General Manager. 

Dear Sir: — We find by numerous letters from parties that 
have built mills on the line of your road, that considerable dis- 
satisfaction exists in regard to your method of putting in side 
tracks for their use. We are well aware that your company is 
not a benevolent institution, but it does seem as though your aim 
should be to give all possible encouragement to every new enter- 
prise that starts on your road that in any way benefits the com- 
munity, or adds to your business. 

Ought not these side tracks to be built with a view to be 
utilized for any other purposes that might offer? Instead of hav- 
ing these side tracks a part of the mill plant,' why not the com- 
pany own them, the same as any other siding? 

Please give us your views in regard to these cases. 

What system have you adopted in the matter of the side tracks 
to promote enterprise? 

And oblige Yours Truly, 

W; M. Evans, 

B. R. Commissioner. 

Chicago, Milwaukee dt St. Paul Railway 

Milwaukee, Aug, 20th, 1886. 
Hon. Wm. M. Evans, 

MUbank, Dakota. 

Dear Sir: — I have your esteemed favor of the 16th. The 
only case in my mind is the request of the mill at Frederick. Is 
this the one to which you refer? We carefully looked into that 
matter. We could not make the side track that was necessary 
for the mill, available for any other purpose. It was really a 
matter of the expense of drayage of the wheat and coal from our 
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side track, and the flour back, and we concluded that the expendi- 
ture of the necessary money for the side track should properly be 
borne by the owners of the mill, for it would thereby lessen the 
cost to them of such teaming, and we could not see how it would 
in the least benefit us, for naturally and of course we must be 
partners with them in naming rates to and from their mill that 
would enable them fairly and reasonably to compete with any 
that might oppose them. Under these circumstances it seems to 
me that you will agree with us. 

There can be no fixed rule in regard to side tracks to private 
enterprises — necessarily they must be in accordance with the cir- 
cumstances attendent upon each. We aim to judge each case as 
it comes on its merits. 

Yours Truly, 

J. F. Tucker, 
Assistant General Manager. 

Porter 

Chicago, Milwaukee <& St. Paul Railway. 
Milwaukee^ Aug. 21 th, 1886. 

Hon. W. M. Evans, 

MUbank, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — I have your favor of the 24th. I think under all 
reasonable business rules that where a side track is needed, as at 
Frederick, to reach a flour mill and after such track is built the 
cost of delivering to and receiving from such mill the business 
they have to transport over the railroad has been lessened, and 
where the side track must be built entirely for their benefit, it is 
not reasonable that we should share in its expense. 

Do you not agree with us? I do not know the peculiar cir- 
cumstances at Webster, but will have them looked into. 

Yours Truly, 

J. F. Tucker, 

Asst. Gen. Mn. 

St. Thomas, Dakota, May 4th, 1886. 
Alex. Griggs, Esq., 

Grand Forks. 

Dear Sir: — Representing the tpwn of St. Thomas, I wish 
to invoke your aid as Ry. Commissioner. 

The town of St. Thomas is built on the west side of the rail- 
road track, and the ground on which it stands inclines toward 
the railway. The railroad ditches would prove of great value in 
draining tne town. The citizens at their own expense, last season 
built culverts allowing the surface water to gain access to said 
ditches, but the roadmaster, through some mean reason of his 
own, ordered the section men to tear them out. They could not 






te 90 SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



••S^T 



t;'i 



be of any injury to the company's interest and would prove of 
inestimable value to the town, as at present the water is dammed 
back, and stagnates until it evaporates or soaks away, thereby 
causing inconvenience and unhealthfulness. 

I suggested writing to you, and anything you can do in the 
way of relieving us of this inconvenience will not only be ap- 
preciated by me but by all our citizens. 

An answer will much oblige, 

Yours Most Respectfully, 

O. M. O'Reilly. 



Grand Forks, D. T., Mat 7th, 1886. 

O. M. O'Reilly, Esq. 

8t. Thomas, Dakota. 

Dear Sir: — Your favor of the 4th inst. came during my ab- 
sence from home. I have to make a trip to Devils Lake, which 
will detain me »^ few days, after which I will go down and inves- 
tigate the matter thoroughly, and if necessary go to St. Paul and 
see the General Manager and do what I can for you. 

In the mean time rest assured I will try and have this arranged 
satisfactorily. 

Yours Truly, 

Alex. Griggs, 

JR. JR. Com. 



Grand Forks, D. T., May 13th, 1886. 

A. Guthrie, Esq., 

Asst 8upt St. P. M. & M. By. Co., BarnesnUU, Minn. 

Dear Sir: — I had a call to St. Thomas in reference to the 
placing of dram boxes under your side track and leading into the 
R. R. ditch, in order to drain the main street running east and 
west to track. 

Now I fully understand that this matter does not properly 
come under the jurisdiction of the R. R. Com., but in justice to 
these people, the citizens of St. Thomas, I do not see why you 
should not comply with their request and allow the drain boxes 
to remain, in the absence of any good reason to the contrary. 
Now I ask you, as a member of the R. R. Commission to comply 
with their request, if possible. 

Yours Very Truly, 

Alsx. Griggs, 

B. B. Com. 
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8t. Paul, Minneapolis d; Manitoba Railway Co. 
Superintendent 8 Office. 

JBamesvilley Minn,, May 16<A, 1886. 
Capt. a. Griggs, 

R. R GommiadioneT, Grand Forks. 

Dear Si»: — Replying to your favor of the 13th inst., regard- 
ing the matter of drain boxes under our side track at St. Thomas, 
would say, that I cannot understand why the citizens or author- 
ties at that place should consider it necessary to refer this matter 
to you. The facts of the case are these: What they are pleased 
to term a "railroad ditch," and into which they propose to drain 
their street, is nothing more or less than an excavation, made for 
the purpose of getting material to construct the embankment on 
which the iron is laid, and from which there is no passage what- 
ever, for water, north or south, and in the event of water 
accumulating therein, from the street ditches or otherwise, it 
would have to remain until absorbed by the ground, and likely to 
become a nuisance to our agent and his family, and to the citizens 
and altogether likely lead to a demand to remove it. 

In your capacity as a Railroad Commissioner, I think you will 
agree with me in emphatically objecting to allowing outsiders to 
excavate under, or otherwise interfere with the tracks of this 
company, except under the supervision of some employe in 
authority. This is what was done in that particular case; the 
citizens excavating and placing boxes under the track in the 
absence of our employes. 

Yours Truly, 

A. GUTHBIB, 

Supt 
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DEPOT AT VILAS. 



Fargo, D. T., Sept. 11th, 1886. 
RoswELL Miller, Esq., 

Genl. Man, C. M. dt 8t. P. JBy. 

Dear Sir: — I have the honor to enclose herewith a petition 
from residents of Vilas, Dak., in which is very fully and clearly 
set forth the desire of petitioners. 

The Board have lately returned from said point, where they 
made an examination of the locality arid surroundings, and have 
since, as Well as before, considered the whole subject. 

They are unanimous in the opinion, and so recommend, that a 
depot or station house, suitable for the accommodation of 
passengers and freight, be constructed by your company, at the 
point named, and further urge you to make said improvement at 
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Very Truly Yours. 



I. P. Chkistianson, 
Dealer is Luhbeb and Coal. 

Vilas, Dak., Sept, ISth, 1886. 
VV. H. McVay, Esq., 

Yankton, Bak. 
Deal Sir: — What have you done in regard to the depot at 
Vilas, on the Chicago, Milwaukee &> St. Paul road? Weather ia 
getting cold and disagreeable for the traveling people, the last ten 
days they have averaged over eight persons that had to wait out 
on the prairie, and mail man has to wait on every train. Please 
let me know by return mail, as I shall start for N. Y. no later 
than Sunday the 17th of this month. 

Yours Truly, 

I. P. Chkibtiansos. 



i 

Chicago, Mihnaakee <fi St. Paul Railway J ■ 
Milwaitkee, Sept. leth, 1886. I 

I. E. West, Esq., . . ■ '■' 

Secretary R. R. Oommiasionert, 'Fargo, Dakota. 
Dear Sib: — Replying to your favor of 11th inst. I beg to * 
say that we will comply with the recommendation of the Com-. 1 
missioners that a station house, suitable for the accommodation, ,' 
of passengers and freight, be constructed by us at Vilas, upon the 
understanding that the petitioners will do as they agree in the • 
petition — fui-nish us with necessary depot grounds. i' ,'i 

I do not think we can put a building up before spring, we have J 
so much other work on hand that it ia almost impracticable to do ^ 
so. We should be glad to know definitely from the ci 
what lands they propose to convey for depot purposes. 
Truly Yours, 

RoswELL Miller, 

OeTierat Man, 



Fakgo, D. T., Sep., 1st, II 
I. p. Christiamhou, 

Vilai, Dakota. 
Dear Sir: — I have just received from the Hon. R< 
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Miller, General Manager of the C. M. & St. P. Ry. Co., a letter 
relative to depot buildings at your place. I enclose copy of said 
letter. 

. Your will perceive that he agrees to construct proper station 
buildings at your place, but doubts the practicability of doing so 
"^ before spring, and desires to know definitely from the citizens of 
Vilas, what lands they propose t^ convey to the company for 
depot purposes. 

I suggest to you that your people take action at once in this 
matter, hold a public meeting, and agree upon the amount of 
land by "metes and bounds," and communicate directly with 
Mr. Miller, informing him of your action. It may be, that upon 
your making a showing of the necessity for at least a shelter at 
that point for passengers and freight, that he will a^'ee to pro- 
vide temporary accommodations at once, even if he can not erect 
permanent buildings until next spring. 

I will also write him on the subject and urge the necessity of 
his so doing. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
^ Secretary of R. R. Commissioners. 



• Fargo D. T., April 23rd 1886. 
H. C. Ives, Esq. 

AssH. Gen, Manager St. P. M. iSb M, Ry. 

Dbae Sir: — Referring to your letter of the 20th inst. relative 
to train connection at Casselton, Dakota, I have the honor to 
reply, that trains south and east do so connect under the present 
arrangement. 

I would respectfully suggest however, that your train going 
north might leave Breckenridge, say at 6 o'oclock A. M. instead 
of 5 o'oclock, as at present, and probably the N. P. would start 
their train from Fargo at 8, instead of 8.30, in this way you 
could arrive at Casselton, say at 9 o'clock. 

This would give you ample time for the run thence to Lari- 
more, (which is about 75 miles) and connect with your train west 
on the Devils Lake division. 

I recognize the fact, that passengers from the south of Breck 
enridge, would be delayed at Breckenridge, but would this not 
be better than for those desiring to go north from Casselton to 
be compelled to remain there 24 hours? 

Traveling men and others are much inconvenienced under the 
present arrangement, and I am satisfied your road looses money 
by it. I may say further, that if making this change caused you 
to loose connection with more important points, the Board would 
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not nrge it. As however, it merely involves ] 
ridge at a later hour, (at which, by the w&v, go 
that place and further west will rejoice) Imue 
endeavor to make the change. 

Will you kindly consult the N. P. folks rel 
their morning train from Fargo, so as to meet t 
change? 

Of course, there may be some other reasons, 

not informed, why this connection cannot be mi 

present information we must respectfully urge i 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, S 



8t Pflu^ MiuTieapoUg »6 Manitoba 1 
St. J'atd JUinn., . 
I. E. West Esq. 

Secretar}/ Board E. B. Gommitsionert, Far 
Dear Sib: — I am in receipt of your favor 
and note what you say about the arriving tii 
bound train at Casselton. 

This it would be impossible to do, and make o 
at all points, as under the present schedule of this train between 
Breckenridge and Larimore; owing to the fact that we are occa- 
sionally obliged to attach freight to it, we do not always mate 
our time card time, and could nofleave Breckeliridge later than 
at present and make the round trip to Larimore and return to 
connect with No. 10 with safety. 

You must also bear in mind that the majority of travel on 
this train, comes from points south of Breckenridge destined to 
points north of Casselton, and it would be unfair to those pass- 
engers to hold them at Breckenridge an hour for the few people 
that would be accommodated coming east of Casselton via the 
Northern Pacific for the same points. 

You state that passengers from Fai^o are compelled to wait 
at Casselton 24 hours for connection. This is surely a mistake, 
as there is a train leaving Fargo at 4.05 A, M. every day, arriv- 
ing at Casselton at 4,53 this causes a delay to Fargo passengers 
of 3 hours and 27 minut«s. 

Yours Truly, 

A. C. Ives, Aaa't Gei^l Mamager. 

Upon further investigation of this matter, it was determined 
by the Board not to insist upon the, two roads making train con- 
nection at Casselton, north and west. The Manitoba would have 
to delay her trains either at Breckenridge or Casselton about an 
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Iionr and a half, or the Northern Pacific would have to atari hers 
from Fargo that much earlier. As the Northern Pacific ha« 
already a train going west at 4.20 upon wbicli parties desiring to 
go north f rom Casselton could travel, itseemed unjust to require 
them to send out another, only two and a half hours later. 



"t" at wolset. 

BoarA of Agrieulture. 
Survn, Dakota, Jan. \&lh, 1886. 
I. E. Wkst, Esq., 

Deab Sir: — As the time for our fair progresses, our stock- 
men and othera are getting very anxious about the connection at 
Wolsey. 

I understand that the R. R. Companies have done nothing 
about the matter, further than to promise to attend to it. 

Those same promises were made us last year and were not ful- 
filled. 

We trust that you wil! follow the matter up, as we have but a 
few weeks more, and that you can soon inform us that the track 
ii laid. 

Truly Yours, 

W. F. T. BUSHNBLI.. 



Department of AffrieuUure. 

Huron, Dakota, Mareh Srd, 1888. 
Hon. W. H. McVat, Esq., R. R. Com. 

Dbas Sik: — The Board of Agriculture request me to writ« 
you relative to securing a "T" connection between the C. A N. 
W. and C. M. A St. P. at Wolsey. We made application for 
this last season to the roads, and as we understood the situation, 
the N. P. people were willing, and they are to-day, but the Mil- 
waukee people hold out against it. It will very Tnaterially a.%»is% 
our Territorial fair if this can be done in time to notify the stock- 
men and other exhibitors who will want to attend. Last season 
it proved a very serious objection and affected our stock exhibit 
nearly one half. 

Awaiting your reply. 

Truly Tours, 

W. F. T. BUSHNBLL. 






if '" ■ 












^ 






I r .- _ 

m 

S.S-. ''^ 



%• 



o <. 



96 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



Dakota Board of Agriculture. 

Qfflee of W. F, T. BushneU, Sec. 

Huron, D. T., AprU21$U 1886. 
W. H. McVay, Esq., 

Deab Sir: — I am receiving numerous inquiries as to the "Y" 
at Wolsey. Am also setting out our R. R. announcements for 
the fair and I would like at the very earliest moment to know 
what the companies will do about it. 

It will increase our exhibit I can safely say 40 per cent and the 
Board are very anxious in regard to it. 
Trusting that we may know something definite soon. 

Truly Yours, 

W. F. T. BUSHNBLL. 



Board of Railroad Commissioners of Dakota. 

TankUm, Dakota, April ttd, 1886. 
I. E. West, Sec.^ Fargo^ Dak. 

Dear Sir: — I enclose letter just received from W. F. T. 
Bushnell, Esq., Sec'y. Dak. Board of Agriculture relative to "Y" 
at Wolsey. Will you please write Mr. Bushnell at once giving 
him result of your correspondence with the R. R. Companies 
relative to this matter. 

Yours Truly, 

Wm. H. McVay, C(ym!r. 



Fargoy Dak. April 26<A, 1886. 
W. F. T. Bushnell, Esq., 

Sec. Dak. Agr. Ass. 

Dear Sir: — Mr. McVay has forwarded to me, your letter to 
him, relative to "Y" connection at Wolsey. 

I have the honor to inform you, that the Board have notified 
both R. R. Companies that their action was briefly, that said con- 
nection should be made at once. I have written both roads urg- 
ing speedy action, and will inform you of the result as soon as 
possible. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 

Sec. R. R. Comers. 



Office Board Railroad Commissioners 

Fargo, Dak. April 26th, 1886. 
Hon. Roswell Miller, 

Gen. Manager C. M. & St. F. R. R. 

Dear Sir: — I am instructed by the Board of Railroad 
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Commissioners to inform you that at their recent meeting, it was 
decided that a "Y" connection between the tracks of your road 
and that of the C. & N. W. at Wolsey, Dak., was absolutely 
demanded by the patrons of both roads and the interests of the 
public generally. 

I was further instructed to inform you of their desire that you 
join with said C. & N. W. R. R. in the construction of said 
"Y" connection at the earliest moment possible. 

Speedy action on the part of your company is desirable from 
the fact that the Territorial Board of Agriculture have provided 
for having an annual exhibition at Huron, Sept. 6-10, 1886, and 
are anxious and persistent that said connection be made in order 
that transfer of car-loads of stock and -articles for exhibition may 
be made from one road to another, without necessitating unload- 
ing of same. 

The secretary of the society states that if the '*Y" connection 
be made, it will mcrease the exhibit by no less than forty per 
cent. 

The Board trusts that you will give the necessary instructions 
to have this improvement made at once. 

I have written Mr. Hughitt, Gen. Manager of the C. & N. W. 
road, a letter similar to the above. % 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 

Sec. R. R. Com. 



Fargo, D. T., April 26th, 1886. 
Marvin Hughitt, Esq. 

0ml. Man. C. <fe N. W. Ry. Go. 

Dear Sir: — I am instructed by the Board of Railroad 
Commissioners to inform you that, at their recent meeting, it was 
decided that a "Y" connection between the tracks of your road 
and that of the C. M. & St. P. Ry., at Wolsey, Dakota, was 
absolutely demanded by the patrons of both roads, and the 
interests of the public generally. 

I was further instructed to inform you of their desire that you 
join with said C. M. & St. P. in the construction of said "Y" 
connection at the earliest moment possible. 

Speedy action on the part of your company is desirable from 
the fact that the Territorial Board of Agriculture have provided 
for having an annual exhibition at Huron, Sept. 6-10, 1886, and 
are anxious and persistent that said connection be made in order 
that transfer of carloads of stock and articles for exhibition may 
be made from one road to another, without necessitating unload- 
ing of same. 

The secretary of the society states that if the "Y" connection 
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be made, it will increase the exhibit by no less th 
cent. 

The Board trusts you will give the necessary ini 
have this improvement made at once. 

I have written Mr. Miller, Grenl. Man. C. M. & I 
similar letter to this. 

Very Truly Tours, 

I. E. ^ 



Chicago A Jfbrthieeiter 

Chicago, April S 

Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of your letter of t 

respecting the construction of a connecting track 

C. M. & St. P. and this company's line at Wolsey, 1 

We are prepared to join with the C. M, A St. ] 

construction of the track on the usual conditions. 

Very Truly, 

I. E. West, Esq., 

Secy. 5. -B- Com., Fargo, Dak. 



Ckieago, Milwaukee it St. 
Milwaukee, April '. 
I. E. West, Esq., 

See. R. R. Com'n.. Fargo, Dak. 
Dear Sir:— I am in receipt of your favor of t 
It will give me pleasure to comply with the re 
Board, and join the 0. & N. W. in putting in 
Wolsey. I have no plat here to show exactly the s 
take it fur granted that there is no natural obstacle, 
sufficient ground. 

Yours Truly, 

RoBwstL Miller, 

Gen'l. Manager. 



Chicago, MHiBaukea <£ St. Paul Railuay. 
Central Suponntenrlenl'i Qfflce, 
Milwaukee, May lUh, 1886. 
I. E. West, Esq., 

See. Bd. Ry. Commianoner* of Dakota. Fargo, Dak. 
Dexb Sib: — Your letter of April 26th, to our (ren'l. 
ManE^r, in referenee to a "Y" connection between the Chicago 
& North- Western Road and ours at Wolsey, Dak., has been 
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SIDE TRACK AT TWIN BROOKS DAKOTA. 

Fargo, D. T., May 28th, 1886. 
Roswell Miller, Esq., 

Gen'l Man, C. M. '<& St. P. By. 
Dear Sir: — I am requested by the Board of Railroad Com' 
missioners to respectfully call your attention to the matter of a 
side track at Twin Brooks, Grant Co. Dakota, on your H. & D. 
Division. 

You will probably remember that the Board brought this to 
your attention while in Milwaukee, and you intimated your inten- 
tion to have said track constructed. Lately the matter has been 
brought to the notice of the Board by shippers in that vicinity, 
one of whom told us, he now hauled hif? grain to Troy on the W. 
M. <fc. P. Division, of the M. &. St. L. instead of to Milbank, 
simply because your Company would not give himself and other 
farmers in that vicinity, proper side track accommodations at 
Twin Brooks, and that others in his neighborhood were also haul- 
ing there. 

The Board think the construction of said side track, will prove 
to be an improvement quite as beneficial to your Corporation as 
to the farmers, and again request your attention thereto. 

Very Respectfully Yours, 

I. E. West, 

Secretary. 



Chicago, Milwaukee & St Paul Railway. 
General Managev'9 Office. 

Milwaukeey June Ist^ 1886. 

I. E. West Esq., 

Secretary R.B. Commiseioners, Fargo Dak. 

Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of your favor of the 28th ult. 

On my recent trip over the line, I looked ^t the point at Twin 

Brooks at the foot of the hills where I had stated our intention 






referred to me, and I have drawn up a sketch of what may be 
done in the way^of a connection between the tM^o roads, and sent 'iil 

the same to Mr. C. C. Wheeler, Gen'l. Superintendent of the C. 
& N. W. road, saying to him that our company is ready to join 
his in the construction of such a connecting track. 

Yours Truly, 

J. T. Clark. 

Oen*l. Sup't. 
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of having a track constructed, and I have instructed 
to secure the necessary right of way and land for static 
and put the track in this summer. 

Tours Truly, 

ROSWKLL MiLLEB, &< 

The side track was accordingly constructed and qnite a village 
has sprung np at that point No doubt station buildings will be 
constructed very soon. 



Faego, D. T., Sept. aiat, 1886. 
Hon. Roswbll Milleb, 

Giautrai Manager O. M. di St. P. ijy. Company. 
Bear Sib: — I ha-^e yours of 18th, relative to depot buildings 
at Vilas, and by same mail have one from Mr. Christianson of 
that place to Commissioner McVay, a copy of which I enclose. 

I Have written him to assemble the citizens of Vilas and ^ree 
upon the land they will furnish your company for depot purposes, 
by "metes and bounds," and communicate to you the result of 
their action. 

I would respectfully suggest, in view of the severity of our 
winters, whether you could not provide temporary accommoda- 
tions at that point for passengers and freight, at once and build 
permanently next season. 

Very Truly Tours 

I. E. West, 
Seerttary R. R. Cotnmittitmert. 



Chicago, MUwavkte A St. Paul RaSaay. 
Milwaukee, Sept. ZOth, 1686. 

I., Fargo, Dak, 

DsAB Sir: — Replying to your favor of the 21st inst., I have 

instructed our Supt. to put up small depot building at Vilas this 

fall — jirobably cannot finish it before spring. In order to do 

this the citizens should arrange immediately to give depot grounds. 

Tours Truly, 

BOSWELL MiLLEB, 

Oat'l XaTiagm: 
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Fabgo, Dak., Oct. 2d, 1886. 
I. P. Chbistiansok, Esq., • 

Vitas, Dakota, 
Deab Sib: — Gren'l, Manager Miller writes me that "He has 
instructed the Supt. to put up small depot building at Yilas, this 
fall — ^probably cannot entirely finish it before spring. In order 
to do this the citizens should arrange immediately to give depot 
grounds." 

I quote the substance of his letter, and renew my recommenda- 
tion that you get your people together and settle by metes and 
bounds upon the land for saidpurpose. 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 

Sec. E. B. Com. 



Vilas, D. T., Oct. 6th, 1886. 
I. E. West, Esq., 

Fargo, D. T. 

Dear Sir: — ^Your letters both received. 
Ihave just returned from New York. Supt. H. R. Williams 
of the Milwaukee R. R. was here yesterday and looked the ground 
over. Says he will commence at once to build side track and depot. 
Ever so much obliged for your assistance. 

Very Truly Yours 

I. P. Christiantok. 



AS TO ELEVATOR CHARGES, ETC. 



St. Thomas, Dakota, Sept. 22d, 1886. 

Captain Griggs, 

Grand Forks, Dakota. 
Dear Sir: — Will vou kindly inform us what rate the eleva- 
tors on the St. P., M. <Jb M. R. R. are allowed to charage for re- 
ceiving and delivering wheat. 

Yourp respectfully, 

L. E. Storms A Co. 



P. S. The R. R. Co. also refuse cars to Duluth. This obliges 
would be shippers to pay extra storage and risk the market. 




SECOND aknual Report of ihe 

Fargo, D. T., Sept. 26th, 1886. i 

L. E. Storms & Co. • j 

8t. Thomas Dakota. \ 

I 

Gbntlbmen: — I have your letter of the 22d to Capt. Griggs, I 

^u and in reply would say, that the law does not attempt to regulate i 

lllj ' in Dakota, the charges for receiving and delivering wheat. I be- J 

|j]>> live however, the usual price is from two to three and a half cts. ' 

1^ ' (2 cts. to 2^ cts.) per bushel for storing, cleaning, etc. The Supt. 

^^ of the Manitoba railroad informed me on Sunday night that they 

^^[ do not refuse cars to Duluth. That they were sometimes com- 

g4j pelled to require grain to be stored because they could not furnish 

WfK* ' ~ 
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cars at the moment. That they had on that day over 800 cars 

^ y loaded with wheat, which they were trying to get into Duluth to 

fe V be unloaded, and could not. 

ft" He assured me that he and the officers and employes of the 

road were doing everything possible to furnish transportation to 
every person desiring cars, but at times they were all blocked up. 

|< ?; That they had bought SOO new box freight cars which were being 

|/;^ ' delivered as rapidly as they were finished. 

|C'' I trust gentlemen, that before this you have been supplied. 

Very Truly Yours, 









K I.E. West. 
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ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION. 

De Smet, Dakota, Nov. 1st, 1886. 

Hon. W. M. Evans, Chairman etc. 

MUbank. Dakota. 

Dear Sir: — ^We have just cause of complaint here because of 
the failure of the C & N. W. R. R. Co. to furnish cars for wheat 
to Minneapolis. Both before and since the switchmen's strike at 
Minneapolis, it has been the same. The agent here offers us cars 
for Milwaukee and Chicago, but denies them for Minneapolis, and 
our farmers warehouse is full, so we have to stop buying grain 
in the best of the season and carry a house full of wheat. 

There seems to be an order of the company that only a certain 
class of cars shall go to Minneapolis, and they have not enough 
to supply the shippers, but have plenty for Milwaukee and 
Chicago. 

We can not make anything shipping to Milwaukee and 
Chicago and can to Minneapolis, as our wheat is in demand there 
for milling. A car which can run to Chicago can run to Minne- 
apolis, the track is the same width, and it is a hardship that we 
are so treated. 
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The company furnishes some cars for Minneapolis tmt not 
enough. 

Can your Board of Rail Road Commissioners do anything by 
way of persuasion. I am well aware that you have no power ex- 
cept to take notes of wrongs and report them. Possibly the next 
legislature may do something. This discrimination against Min- 
neapolis is something the legislature will surely know all about 
in January. 

Yours Very Truly, 

John A. Owen, 
Trectsurer The Farmers Shipping AesociaHan of DeSmet. 

I speak for 46 members of our Association. 



Fabgo, D. T., Nov. 8th, 1886. 
Maevin Hughitt, Esq., 

Geneeal Manager C, d iV. W. Ry, 

Dear Sib: — I have the honor to enclose letter from the Hon. 
John A. Owen of DeSmet, which explains itself. 

Doubtless you know Mr. Owen, by reputation at least, and that 
he would not frame a complaint of this nature, unless he believed 
the facts justified him in so doing. The Board can see no reason 
why the C. & N. W. Railroad Company, should issue any order 
which would have the effect to limit the right of any shipper, to 
forward his produce to the market he may choose and designate. 
They are further unwilling to believe any such order has been 
issued, but that your agent either misconstrues his instructions, 
or is acting arbitrarily in the matter. I am directed to bring the 
case at once to your attention, and request a correction of the evils 
of which Mr. Owens complains. 

Will you kindly investigate the same at your earliest conveni- 
ence and inform me of the result? 

Very Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary R. R. Commissiou. 



Fabgo, D. T., Nov. 12th, 1886. 
Hon. John A. Owen, 

DeSmet, Dakota. 

Dear Sir: — I enclose you copy of a letter from Dr. Stennett, 
Assistant to the General Manager of C. & N. W. Ry. Company, 
to me, in reply to my urgent request, that he investigate your 
case and apply the remedy. You will observe that he promises 
to thoroughly investigate at once. 
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I know Mr. Stennett well, and am sure he is a conscientious 
man, and will do all in his power to correct any abuse of power 
by any agent or employe on his road. I am equally sure you 
would not file a complaint of the nature of this without evidence 
to support it. I shall be glad therefore, if you will furnish me 
with the same, for I am not disposed to let the matter rest. In 
this, I merely express the unanimous opinion of the Board, and 
may say further, that it is their determination to prevent any 
discrimination on the part of the Railroad Companies in favor 
of or against any particular point. 

It is the privilege of the shipper to choose his own market, 
and the broad language of the statute, giving the Board of R. R. 
Commissioners "General Supervision of all Railroads in the 
Territory," does confer on them a power, which they have ^nd 
vnll exercise — to secure this right to every one. 

Very Truly Tours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary B. B. Commuaianers. 



. Chicago & North- Western Bailway Company. 

Chicago^ Nov, \Oth, 1886. 
Hon. I. E. West, 

Secretay Board B. B, Commissioner 8, Fargo, Dakota. 
Dear Sir: — Yours of Nov. 8th to Mr. Hughitt has been re- 
ceived. I will have the complaint of Mr. Owen thoroughly in- 
vestigated at once, and will advise you of the result. 

I have no doubt, however, that Mr. Owen and his associates 
have been treated exactly as the other shippers in Dakota have 
been treated, and that it will be found there is no valid ground 
for his complaint. 

You know that during the switchmen's strike at Minneapolis, 
it was utterly impossible for any railroad company to procure the 
unloading of its cars there, and that during the strike, many 
thousands of cars accumulated at Minneapolis on the side tracks 
of the railroads centering at Minneapolis, that could not be un- 
loaded. In fact, it went so far that nearly the entire equipment 
of the wheat-carrying roads were tied up by the Minneapolis 
blockade so that it was nearly impossible to furnish any 'cars for 
the movement of any other traffic. 

Neither the C. & N. W. Ry. Company, nor any other railroad 
company, as far as I have any knowledge, have an inexhaustible 
supply of freight cars to draw from; and when from any cause its 
stock of cars is tied up, it is utterly impossible to supply the de- 
mand of shippers. 

I know positively that no discrimination has been practiced 
against Mr. Owen or his colleagues at DeSmet. 

Truly Yours, W. H. Stennett, 
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Fakgo, J). T., Sept. 11 
BoswsLL Miller, Esq., 

Genial Manager C. X. dt 8t. P. By. 
Dbab Sis: — A number of communi cations have 1 
ed from parties id Webster, Dakota, relative to the c 
of a side track nioDiDg to the mill at that place. ' 
have exammed into the matter, and find that Mr. Prit 
sold the lota to the parties there, asaured them that 
construct a side track to the said mill. It seems tl 
atruction of said side track operated as a strong indi 
the erection of the mill, and Mr. Evans, Chairman of 
who has visited the ground and made peraonal Invee 
the matter, feels assured that Mr. Prior did agree i 
your company, that said side track or spur, should be t 
The proprietors of said mill and their customers in | 
tlie need of said improvement keenly. The Board tn 
will have this matter investigated at once and if th 
found to be as we understand them, that the agree 
by Mr. Prior may be carried out in good faith. 
Very Truly Tours, 

I. E. We 
Seeretary Board B. R. Con 



Okieago, Milteaukee & St. Pa^ 
Mittcaukee S^t. 31 
I. E. West, Esq. Secretary, 
Fargo Dakofa. 
Dear Sib: — Referring to your letter of the 11th 
gard to side track to the mill at Webster. 

Mr. Prior positively denies that he gave any at 
parties to whom he sold the lots, that he would constr 
tract to the mill, and in Mr. Baker's letter of tl 
Augnst to Mr. Prior, I do not find anything referrii 
promise. However, the matter is in such shape, the 
iDg built the mill, and Mr. Evans feeling that some 
were given in regard to the side track, I nave directet 
to accept Mr. Baker's offer to do the grading — w( 
track. 

Tours Truly, 

RoswBLL Miller, 
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i*^i ' " Chicago, Milwaukee db St. Paul Railway . 

Minneapolis, Oct. 2d, 1886. 
I. E. West, Esq. 

Secretary Board B. B. Commissioners, Fa/rgo Dakota. 
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Deab Sir: — ^Your favor of Sept. 11th, to Mr. Roswell Miller, 
General Manager, referring to side track running to roller mill at 
Webster has been referred to me, We find that the parties were 
mistaken about Mr. Prior's promising them a side track, but have 
concluded to build a side track to their mill if the parties own- 
ing the mill will do the necessary grading. 

Yours Truly, 

C. W. Case, 

Assi. Gen. Supt. 



Fargo, D. T., Oct. 2d, 1886. 
C. A. Baker, Esq., 

Vice-President dt Manager, Webster Boiler Mill Company. 

Dear Sir: — ^Mr. Roswell Miller, General Manager C. M. & 
St. P. Ry., writes me in response to my solicitation that he build 
side track to your mill. "That he has directed Supintendent 
Case to accept your offer to do the grading — ^he to lay the track." 
I trust this will prove satisfactory adjustment of the matter, 
and that no unnecssary delay may occur. 

V ery Truly Yours, 

I. E. West, 
Secretary B. B. Commissioners. 
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CONCLUSION. 



We purposely refrained from making any specific rec 
dations to your Exellency, in our last report, as to lej 
action, touching the relations between the railroad coq) 
and the people of the Territory. This omission was 
reason as therein expressed: That we did not feel o 
sufficiently coDversaUt with the subject, to enable us tosa 
recommend legislation that should define on the oe 
the privileges and duties of said corporations, and on tl 
the rights of the people. 

Considerable of the uncertainty that then existed in ou 
in relation to this subject, has now passed away. 

The experience gained by constant intercourse with 1 
people and the representatives of the corporations, uj 
subjects embraced within the purview of the statute, a 
adjustment of the differences arising between the shi[ 
the carrier, has been of great value to the Board, and en 
as we believe, to intelligently recommend some ac 
legislation. 

As our reasons, therefor, have herein before been given 
length, we summarize: 

I. We recommend that the law requiring the several 
companies to make annual reports to the Board of 
Commissioners, be so amended as to include therein tt 
telephone, express and sleeping car companies; and furt 
all reports shall be made not later than the fifteenth 
August in each year. 

II. That the "Transit System" be prohibited in Dakot 
accompanied by an option to the shipper, to ship at a "] 
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local rate, or unless the carrier guarantees to redeem tl: 
ticket at par. 

III. That the Board of Railroad Commissioners be ai 
to bring suit in the name of the Territory against ac 
public corporations, or public elevators or warehouf 
which they now have, or may hereafter be given jurisd 
enforce a right or to correct any abuse by said corporati 
franchise, or owner or proprietor of an elevator or stort 
hie trost, or to recover for any damage done by any sac 
ation or person to the public, or to a resident of the 1 
Provided: That the Attorney General, shall in writing, 
consent thereto. 

IV. That the Attorney General be authorized to proi 
behalf of the Territory, in all cases thas begun. 

V. That all elevators, warehouaes and storehouses, 
grain shall be received from the public, for stor^e or i 
be declared public warehouses, and the owners or prop 
required to give bond and be licensed by the Territory, 
all grain tickets, ot- receipts therefor, be made and issue 
negotiable. 

YI. That all telegraph, telephone, express and sle 
companies be required to report their gross earnings, v 
Territory, and that said gross earnings be taxed, as the 
roads now are. 

VII. That the appropriation for printing office, rent, s 
postage, ete., be increased, it being now insufficient to 
necessary expenses. 

The Board have had prepared, and present herewith, an accu- 
rate map of the railroad system of the Territory. It is to be 
regretted that the insufficient appropriation for printing, postage, 
stationary, etc., rendered it impossible for us to procure a map 
showing the various railroad lines in different colors. Such a 
map would have cost $300.00 for the first thousand. This cost 
only $100.00 for two thousand. 

The Railroad Commissioners of the states of IHinois, 
Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and the Territory of Dakota, were, by circular 
letter, each requested to send representatives to a meeting 
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« 

to be held at DesMoines, on the 2'7th day of October, 1886, to 
consider the propriety of a convention of the Commissioners to 
consider several subjects of interest to the several sections they 
represented. This Board being engaged at that date in an 
examination of the system of the C^hicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
railroad, were unable to attend the said conference. The repre- 
sentatives of the several states named, however, assembled, and 
issued a formal call for a general convention to be held in Des 
Moines on the 15th day of December, 1886. 

The convention will consider; First: All matters in relation 
to railroad traffic that may be brought to its attention, and 
Second: Endeavor to adopt a uniform system of blanks for the 
annual reports of railroad companies. 

We purpose attending said convention, and if the necessity or 

propriety of so doing seems obvious, we shall have the honor to 

communicate to your Excellency, the result of itsf deliberations 

Respectfully sabmitted, 

Wm. M. Evans, ^ 

W. H. McVay, V Commissioners. 

Alex. Griggs. \ 

Attest: 

I. E. West, Secretary 
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0» THE 

RAILROAD COMPANIE 

FOR THE YBAIi ENDIEG JUNE 30, 1886, 



TERRITORY OF DAKOTA. 
Offiob of the Board of RAHiROAD CoifMissiONBRs 

Fargo, June 30, 1886 



"i 



To the President and Directors of the Burlington, Cedar Bapids dk Xforihern 
Railroad Company: 

Gentlbmen: Blanks for the annual return of your corporation t this 
Board, as required by Sections 4 and 5, Chapter 126, Laws of Dakota 
1885, are herewith transmitted. 

The value of the returns, not only to the Legislative Assembly and the 
public, hut to the corporations themsetves, depends upon their accuracy and 
completeness. The Commissioners would, therefore, again urye upon the 
managers of the roads that they take special pains to make their returns as 
perfect as possible, so that they may be more valuable for the purpose of 
comparison, and that all deductions from them may be reliable. 

The Commissioners, in arranging their blanks, have endeavored to mod- 
ify their questions to meet the distribution of expenses and classifications 
of accounts as adopted by the Convention of State Railroad Commission- 
ers, held at Saratoga, in June, 1879. They publish in this blank the 
distribution of railroad expenses as adopted by the auditors and 
accountants of the railway system of Michigan. 

In his preface to the publication, Commissioner Williams says: **For 
'* the purpose of securing as nearly as possible uniformity in the charge 
" ing of exi^enses to the same general heads of accounts by all the Com- 
" panics doing business in the State, a meeting of the' auditors and 
''accountants of the different railroads was called by the Commissioner 
"of Railroads, at Detroit, on the 19th day of January, 1882, and their 
"deliberations resulted in the adoption of the distribution that follows. 

" It is believed to be a comprehensive and logical distribution of railway 
"expenses, and it is desired that it be closely adhered to by all officers 
"and employes having relations with the accounting departments of their 
"respective roads.*' 

This Board would respectfully call attention to the paper referred to, 
which is published as an appendix to the blanks, and would ask for it a 
careful examination on the part of those to whom the*, keeping of railroad 
accounts are entrusted, feeling assured that if this arrangement is follow- 
ed, the making of the annual returns to this Board by the several com- 
panies will be simplified, and the information furnished by all the 
companies will be uniform. 

Every question asked has been for a specific purpose. In case it can- 
not be answered, please so state. It is too often the case that the 
questions are passed by without any effort to understand or answer 
them. 

You are respectfully reminded that the law requires that the annual 
return shall be made on or before the fifteenth day of September, under a 
penalty of One Hundred Dollars a day for each day's neglect. Should 
you, for any reason, be unable to complete your report by the fifteenth, please 
send what you have and let the full report foUow, 

W. M. Evans, 

Alex. Griogs, ]■ Cofnmissioners. 
W. H. McVay, 
Attest: 

I. E. West, Secretcury. 
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OF THE 



BURUNGTON, OEDAR RAPIDS & NORTHERN 



RAILWAY COMPANY. 



FOB THE TEAR ENDHTO JUKE 30tH. 1886. 
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CAPITAL STOCK. 

LAST TBAB. PRESENT YEAR 

Amount authorized by Articles 
of Association $ 10,000,000 

Amount authorized by vote of 
theCompany 80.000,000 

Amount issued, number of 
$ 5,500,000.00 shares 55,000, amount paid in. . $ 5,500,000.00 

Amount of common stock issued, 
$5,500,000 

Amount of preferred stock is- 
sued, and condition of prefer- 
None, ment None 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & 
Northwestern Ry., authorized 
by articles of incorporation. . . . 2,000,000 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & 
Northwestern Ry., by vote of 

the company 18,000,000 

605,000.00 No. of shares issued, 6,050 6a5,000,00 

Iowa City & Western Ry., author- 
ized by articles of incorporation 2,000,000 
600,000.00 No of shares issued, 6.000 600,000.00 

Cedar Rapids & Clinton Ry., au- 
thorized by articles of incor- 
poration 2,000,000 

No. of shares issued, 3.000 800,000.00 

Chicago, Decorah & Minnesota. ; 

by articles of incorporation 2,000,000 

No. of shares issued, 2,800 230,000.00 

Total amount paid in, as per books 
$ 6.705,000.00 of the company $ 7,285,000.00 
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LAST TEAK. 



PBBSBNT YEAJt 

Amount of stock per mile of 
road, (979.27 miles) 7,388.15 

Amount of stock representing the 
road in Dakota None Issued. 

Amount of stock held in Dakota. None. 

Total number of stockholders, 
B., C.R. &N. Ry 404 

Number of stockholders in Da- 
kota None. 



DEBT. 

Funded debt as follows: 

First mortgage bonds due June, 
$ 6,500,000.00 1906 rate of interest five per cent $ 6,500,000.00 

Amount of interest paid on same 
during the year f 335,000.00 

Minneapolis & St. Louis Ry. first 
mortgage bonds, due June 1927 
at seven per cent 150,000.00 

Interest on same 10,500.00 

Iowa City & Western Ry. first 
mortgage bonds, due June 1909, 
at seven per cent 584,000.00 

Interest on same 40,880.00 

Cedar Rapids. Iowa Falls & 
Northwestern Ry. first mort- 
gage bonds, due April, 1920. at 
six per cent 825,000.00 

Interest on same 49,500.00 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & 
Northwestern Ry, first mort- 
gage bonds, due "October, 1921, 
at five per cent 1,905,000.00 

Interest on same 95,250.00 

Consolidated mortgage bonds due 
April, 1834, at five oer cent 4,666,000.00 

Interest on same 220,000.00 

$ 6,500,000.00 Total amount of funded debt. ... $ 6,500,000.00 

Floating debt: 
Incurred for vouchers and pay 

191,358.62 rolls 276,297 66 

39,000.00 Incurred for 

230,358.62 Total amount of floating debt. . . 276,297.66 

Contingent liability as guarantor 
of bonds and debts of other 

8,130,000.00 roads 8;i80,000.00 

Burlington. Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Ry 6,500.000.00 

$14,860,358.62 Total amount of debt liabilities. . $14,906,297.66 

16,174.98 Amount of debt per mile of road 15,221.84 
Amount of debt representing the 
road in Dakota on mileage ba- 
1,093,050.00 sis 1,109,215.48 



BULINGTON, CEDAR RAPIDS & NORTHERN R'Y CO- 



TotaZ amount of stock and debt 
21,565,358.63 (entire line) 33.141,397.6(1 

AjDount of stock and debt per 
23,031-87 mileofroad 33.610.00 

Amount of interest paid repre- 
36,435.00 senting the road in Dakota 51.653.90 



COST OF ROAD AND EQUIPMENT. 

ENTIRE UNE. 

Construction of road and branches (not re- 

t 16.094,864.92 twited separately) I :9.360,120.B» 

Grading 

Bridging and masonrv ... 536.95 

15,917.38 Sidings 16,599.78 

25,830,35 Fences 19,303.80 

Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds, 

18,344.88 and water stations 7,117.63 

Engine houses, car sheds, and turn-tables. . 3,093.37 

Machine shops, including machinery and 

11,154,58 tools 

Old railway claim, Burlington, Cedar 

5.365. 4» Rapids & Northern 11,808.76 

All other items charged to construction not 

3,188,037.05 enumerated above 38,605,47 

6,106.80 Third telegraph line None. 

$ 19,860.130.89 Total expended for construction 9 19,455,675.65 

Average cost of construction per mile of 

19,769.85 road fB79.37 miles) 19.867.53 

Proportion of cost of construction for Da- 

1.440,636,3.'5 kota (72.87 miles) 1,447,746.18 

866,938.51 Locomotives 1.034,736.51 

1,411.85 Snow-plows on wheels 1,411.85 

314,441.00 Passenger, mail, baggage and eipress cars. 330,359.20 

3,037,881.86 Freight and other cars 3,037.681.86 

1,788.31 Wrecking-cars, pile-drivei-s. and tools 1,769.21 

3.832,240.43 Total for equipment 3.395.958.68 

Average cost of equipment per mile ot 

3,382.78 road operated by company (879.27 miles). . 3,467.84 
Proportion of cost of equipment forDako- 

347,328.38 ta, mileage basis 353.701.50 

$ 22,683,861.32 Total cost of road and equipment (22,851,834.38 

Average cost ot road and equipment per 

38,182.53 mile (979.37 miles) 23,885,37 

Proportion of cost of road and equipment 

1,687.853,88 for Dakota, mileage basis 1,700,448.41 

Average cost of road and equipment per 

38.183.53 mile in Dakota 33,335,37 

Estimated present cash value of all proper 
ty in the Territory, not including land 
grant Can not gtatp. 
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REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 



PROPERTY ACCOUNTS. 

CHARGES AND CREDITS BY WHICH THE CAPITAL AND DEBT HAVE BEEN 

INCREASED DURING THE TEAR. 



ENTIRE LINE 
LAST YEAR. 

Grading 

Bridging and masonry $ 

15,917.89 Sidings 

25 . 930. 35 Fences 

Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds 

18,844.96 and water stations 

Engine houses, car sheds and turn-tables. . 
Machine shops, including machinery and 

11.154.53 tools 

Engineering, agencies, salaries, and other 

6,106.80 expenses during construction 

Purchase of other roads (specifying same) 

and all particulars 

Cedar Rapids & Clinton 

729,817.71 Ry 

Ceaar Rapids, Iowa Falls & 

2, 143,558.22 Northwestern Ry 

Iowa City & Western 

Railway..! 

Chicago, Decorah & Min- 

809.661.12 nesota Ry 

Double track extension 

3,260.490.48 Total for improvements 



^ Betterments 



PRESENT TEAR. 

None. 
526.95 
16,599.78 
19,303.80 

7,117.63 
2.092.37 

None. 

None. 

None. 

4,182.88 

34,257.14 

216.00 



None. 
84,246.00 



EQUIPMENT. 

ENTIRE LINE. 

74,640.70 Locomotives no 8 

1,411.85 New snow plows 

Passenger, mail, baggage and express 

24.200.00 cars 4 

Parlor, dining and sleeping cars 

398.510.00 Freight and other cars 

916.91 Wrecking-cars, pile-drivers and tools. . . 

499,679.46 Total for equipment 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota 
5,265.49 old railway claims 

Total expenditures charged to property 
3,765,435.48 account $ 

Property sold (or reduced in valuation 
on the books) and credited property 
accounts during the year (specifying 
same) S'one 

Net addition to property account for the 
8,765,435.48 year 



57,800.00 
None, 

15,918.20 
None. 
None. 
None. 

73,718.20 

11,308.76 



169,272.96 



169,272.96 
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LAST YBAR. 

673,564.60 
51,418.77 
54,331.43 

779.314.80 



2,148,119.98 

27.171.17 

2,175,291.10 

1.21 
2,954,605.90 

1.09.285 

3.299.17 

28,203.92 
4,200.00 

None. 
None. 

47,649.25 
None. 
None. 

I 2,958,805.90 
2,818,274.00 



ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

ENTIRE LINE. 

PRESENT YEAR. 

Earnings Passenger: 

From all passengers I 671,888.71 

From express and baggage — 54,758.75 

Frommails 65,921.29 

Total earnings passenger de- 
partment 93.6 792,568.75 

Earnings per train mile run 
(967.301 miles) 0.81 

Earings, freight 2,148,459.59 

From other sources, freight 
department 

Total earnings, freight de- 
partment 2,148,459.59 

Earnings per train mile run 
(l,715,443miles) 1.25.242 

Total transportation earnings. . 2,941,028.34 

Earnings per train mile run, 
from all trains earning revenue 
(2,682,744 miles) 1.09 627 

Earnings per mile of road op- 
erated (990.66 miles) $ 2.968.75 

Proportion of earnings for 
Dakota 78,461.73 

Rents received for use of road.. 4,200.00 

Rents received for use of sta- 
tions, etc None. 

Car mileage (credit balances). .. None. 

Earnings from all other 
sources None. 

Elevator earnings None. 

Telegraph earnings None. 

Total earnings from all sources $ 2,945,228.34 

Proportion of earnings for Da- 
kota $ 78,461.73 

Passenger 6,364.44 

Freight 70,249.59 

Express 1,847.70 

$ 78,461.73 
No compensation from mail re- 
ceived yet. 



EXPENSES OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR THE YEAR. 

CLASS 1. — MAINTENANCE OF WAY AND BUILDING (CHARGED TO OPERATING 

EXPENSES.) 



ENTIRE LINE. 



$ 341,609.61 Repairs of road-bed and track | 360,340.41 

81,725.59 Renewal of rails 71,009.16 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMI88IONER8. 

AST TE&B. PBB 

1.898 No. tons laid, steel 36,085 

No. tonBlaid. iron Hone 

88.043.55 Renewal of ties 

No. laid 210.068 

ReuBira of bridgea, including culverts and 

35, 177.33 Cttttle-guarda 

9.833.95 Repairs of fences, road -crossings, and signs 
44.443.38 Repairs of buildings, sections, and water- 
tanks 

Total « 

CLASB 2.— MAIBTENABCE OF MOTITB POWER ABD CAB 

158,868.88 Repairs of locomotives f 

36.020.08 Repairs of passenger cars 

101,058.66 Repairs of freight cars 

29B.S4r.36 Total t 

CLAaa 3.— coHDCcnse^TBANsPOETATioK. 

190,809.85 Fuel for locomotives. I 

13,357.46 Water supply ' 

34,893-94 Oil and waste 

314,491,81 Locomotive service 

33,247.28:PasBenger train service 

11,880.51 Passenger train supplies 

13,689.31 Mileage of passenger caTs;(debt balance). . . 
186,198.91 Freight train service >> 

16,902.32; Freight train supplies 

16.585.73 Mileage of freight cars (debit balance) 

48,037.74_TeIegraph expenses (maintenance and oper- 
ating) 

3,689.46 Damage and loss of freight and baggage — 

13,319. 80; Damages toTpropertyland prattle 

38.160.51 Personal'injuriea 

135,355.51 Agents' and station service 

16,943.96 Station supplies 

912,461.99 Total 9 

CLASS 4.— HEKERAI. EXPEKBBS. 

66,932.58 Salaries of general officers and clerics 

8,018.38 Legal eipenaes 

8,748.90 Insurance 

30,483.41 Stationery and printing .. 

56,397.30 Outside agencies and advertising 

18,096.71 Contingencies 

J Taxes in Dakota.. .$ 1,188.89 
80,870.63 ) In other States. . . 98,491.14 Total taxes 

260,886.81 Total 1 
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RECAPITULATION OF EXPENSES. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

580,829,81 Maintenance of way and buildings 667,554.65 

295,347.56 Maintenance of motive power and cars 278,018.48 

912,461.99 Conducting transportation 879.774.09 

260,336.81 General expenses, including taxes 281,834.15 

I 2,048,975.67 Total operating expenses and taxes f ^2.107,181.87 

2,287.92 Operating expenses and taxes per mile of 

road, operated 990.66 miles. . $ 2,026.10 

Operating expenses and taxes per train mile 

run. for trains earning revenue 2,682,744 

miles, 1074.818. 

19,489.50 Proportion of operating expenses and taxes 

for Dakota ... 56,131.52 

. 371,292.28 Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains 359,804.39 

41.32 Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains, per train mile, cents 37.196 

793,840.50 Expenses of| running and management of 

freight trains 788,422.92 

44.129 Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains, per train mile, cents 45.668 

1,164,632.73 Expenses of running and management of 

all trains earning revenue 1, 143,227.31 

69.848 Percentage of expenses to earnings 71.545 



GENERAL EXHIBIT. 

ENTIRE LINE. 

$ 2,954,605.90 Total earnings : I 2,945,228.34 

2,048,975.67 Total expenses including taxes 2, 107, 181.37 

905,680.23 Net earnings 838,046.97 

f Rentals, specifying amount paid to each 

company: Central Iowa B/y $14,000.00 

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 

Railway 1,200.00 

15,200.00 Account of washouts 822.50 16,022.50 

684,554.99 Interest accruing during the year 742,550.39 

685.614.26 Interest paid during the year 743,123.04 

36,485.00 Interest paid during the year on account of 

the road in Dakota • 54,652.50 

688,875.00 Interest on funded debt 741,130.00 

684.484.27 Interest paid on funded debt 742,550:39 

1,179.99 Interest on floating debt 572 65 

1,179.99 Interest paid on floating debt 572.65 

None. Dividends declared [ per cent.] None. 

None. Interest falling due during .he vear and not 

paid None. 

142,124.38 Floating debt liquidated during the year. . . None. 

63,691.59 Balance for the year 78,901.43 

261,709.54 Balance at the commencement of the year. . 328,601.13 

325,401.18 Balance at close of the year, June 30, 1886.1 407,502.56 



ISO REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

INCOME ACCOUNT, 

LAST YBAK PRESEt 

$ 3,958.805.90 Income from earoings J 2,fl 

None. Income from stock owned uf couiieuliii); ur 

other roads 

None. Income from bonds owned of connecting or 

other roads 

None. Income from stock held of your own roud. . 

None. Income from bonds held of your own Toa.d. 

813.83 Income from lands sold or leased during the 

51,649.3-5 Reoeipls from utiier sourc'tV. '.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'.['.'.'.'. 

a,0«7.0B8.98 Total Income from all sources for the year. , f a,(J 

88,303,92 Proportion of income for Dakota 



GENERAL RECAPITULATION, 



I 3,007,068,98 Total income | 3,(1 

n f.o .>™ BT m_._. .... .... pauses and tases 2.1 

3 operating expenses and 



2.046,^.67 Total operating expenses and ti 



357,379.06 Net income above operating expenses, taxes, 
interest and rental $ 

I 1,11 36-100 Gross income per train mile run [3,883,744 

miles] f 

0.09 53-100 Net income per train mile run [3,683,744 

miles] 

D.Ol 16-100 Percentage of net income to stock and debt, 

f 134,7^.52 

0.01 13-100 Percentage of net income to cost of road and 

equipment as above 



SURPLUS, 

t 361,709.54 Surplus at the commencement of the year, fl 

335.401.13 Surplus at the close of the year 

None. The amount invested in railroad stocks 

The amount invested in railroad bonds, the 
number of bonds, and the par value of 
each, the name of each road^ and the 

amount invested in the bonds of each 

New general ofBce 

Cash on band 

The amount of its own stock or bonds 

owned by the company 

31.401.34 Amount absorbed in construction 

397. 199,79 Amount in material and balances from other 






BURLINGTON, CEDAR RAPIDS & NORTHERN R' Y CO. l6l 

GENERAL BALANCE SHEET, AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS, 

JUNE 30. 1886. 

DEBIT. 

Capital stock authorized— 80,000.000 issued $ 5.500.000.00 

Funded debt: 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 

Railway, five per cent currency $ 6,500,000.00 

Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway, sev- 
en per cent gold 150,000.00 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & North- 
western Railway, six per cent cur- 
rency 825.000.00 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & North- 
western Railway, five per cent cur- 
rency 1,905.000.00 

Iowa City & Western, seven per cent 

currency 584,000.00 

Consolidated Railway, five per cent 

currency : 4,666,000.00 14,630.000.00 

Unfunded ^ebt: 

Vouchers and pay rolls 276,297.66 

Additions — Improvement and equipment 2,656,043.79 

Income : 

Net earnings I 1,340,952.06 

Miscellaneous 54,466.29 

Lots leased and sold 1,421.80 1,396,840.15 

$ 24,459,181.60 



CREDIT. 

July 1. Cost of road: Equipment and property to June 30, 

1886 1114,734.424.94 

Cost of leased lines to June 30, 1986: 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & North- 
western Railway $ 5,797,710.97 

Cedar Rapids & Cflinton Railway, .... 1.275,264.73 
Chicago, Decorah & Minnesota R'y. . 393,967.15 

Iowa City & Western Railway 646,896.34 8.113,729.19 

Coupon interest ^ 742,499.29 

Railroad bonds 266,505.00 

Due from railwav and express com- 
panies '. 26,315.98 

Due from agents 41,398.01 

Real estate 198,390 78 

Bills receivable 8,032.00 

Cash on hand 174,194.58 709,838.30 

Material and fuel account: 

Engineer department 109,837.40 

Machinery department 48,854.48 158,691.88 

I 24.459 181.60 
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na REPORT OP RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

DESCRIPTION OF ROAD, 

ENTntE I.I KB. 
,ABT YEAR, , PBEf 

22B S6 Length main line of road from Burlington to Albert L 

Len^b main line in Dakota ._ 

In otter states .• .' 

Length of double track None. 

Same in Dakota None. 

Branches owned by this company: 

M lil Milwaukee division from Linn to Postville M.18 

30 68 Muscatine division from Muscatine to Riverside 30.58 

4812 Pacific division from Vinton to Holland 48.13 

178 88 Total length of branches owned by this company 1T3.8S 

None Total length of branches owned by this company in Dak,None. 

In other states None. 

None Length of double track on branches in Dakota None. 

970 27 Total length of road belonging to this company 978.37 

72 87 Total length of road belonging to this company in Dak. 73.87 
100 0() Aggregate length of sidings and other tracks not above 

enumerated 105.14 

3 4 Same in Dakota .' 3.4 

970 S7 Aggregate length of track, computed as single track, ex- 
clusive of sidings B7B.27 

73 87 Same in Dakota 72.87 

73 87 Total length of steel rails in trades in Dakota, exclusive 

of sidings" 73.87 

None Total length of iron rails in tracks in Dakota. None. 

Weights per yard, steel, 53, 66, and 60 pounds. 
Weights Jwr yard, iron, 53 and 54 pounds. 
Gauge of track, 4 feet, 8i inches. 



Name, description and length of each : 

Mile*. 
Central Iowa Railway, from Manley Junction to Northwood. 

main line 11.89 

Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway, from State Line to Albert Lea 1S.G7 
Iowa City & Western Railway, from Iowa City to What Cheer 

and Montezuma 73.08 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Railway, Dows to 

Madison 41.07 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Railway, Holland to 

Worthington 181.51 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Railway, Lake Park 

to Watertown 184.13 

Cedar Rapids & Clinton Railway, Iowa City to Clinton 81.60 

Chicago. Decorah & Minnesota Hallway, Postville to Decorali. 28.80 

Total length of above roads 588.68 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Railway, from Ter- 
ritorial line to Watertown, (Dakota) 72.87 

Total length of above roads in other States (Minn.): 
Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway, from State line to Albert Lea 13.57 



BURLINGTON, CEDAR RAPIDS & NORTHERN R'Y CO. 15d 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Railway, State line 
to Worthington 13.41 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Railway, State line 
to Territorial line (Dak.) ; *. . 55.48 

Total in Minnesota 81.46 

Same as last year. ^ 

If any part of the road was first opened for operation during the 
past year, state the date: None opened. 

Total miles of road operated by this company 990.66 

Total miles of road operated by this company in Dakota 72.87 










BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. 

No. AggregAte No. Aggreg&te 

lengrth— ft. ' length— ft. 

None. Wooden truss bridges over 100 feet in length None. 

None. Combination bridges over 100 feet in length None. 

None. Iron bridges over 100 feet in length None. 

None. Wooden truss bridges under 100 feet iu length 54 8,939 

None. Iron trestle None. 

ARCH CULVERTS AND VIADUCTS IN DAKOTA. 

None. With 20 feet opening or more None. 

None. Less than 20 feet opening None. 

BOX CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 

125 Timber 28 125 

None.' Stone None. 



' ■ '.t' 



STATIONS. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

135 Number of stations on all roads owned by this company. 142 

7 Same in Dakota ,7 

185 Number of stations on all roads operated by this company . 148 

7 Same in Dakota 7 

7 Number of telegraph offices in stations in Dakota 7 

EMPLOYES. 

2,160 Number of persons regularly employed on 

all roads operated by this company, aver- 
age 2,277 

90 Same in Dakota, average 95 

f 1,292,615.11 Amount paid employes, including officials, 

on all roads operated by this companv f 1,263,029.52 

44,475.00 Same in Dakota ";.... 47,025.00 
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LAST YEAR. 

None. 



LAST YBAB. 

None. 



None. 

None. 

None. 
None. 
None. 



BOX CULYEBTS IN DAKOTA. 

PBESBKT YEAB. 

Timber 86 1,189 

Stone None. 

CATTLB-GUABDS. 

PRESENT YEAB. 

Number in Dakota None. 

BENEWAL OF BRIDGES AND CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 

Amount of timber used in renewals of wooden 
bridges during the year (feet B. M.) 88 130,000 

Amount of trestle work replaced with earth dur- 
ing the year (lineal feet) None. 

Timber culverts replaced with stone None. 

Timber culverts replaced with sewer pipe None. 

Timber culverts replaced with timber None. 



BRIDGES BUILT WITHIN THE YEAR IN DAKOTA. 

None built. 

Give the average number of years the trestle and pile bridges last 
on your road in Dakota 10 

Give the average number of years that wooden truss bridges last on 
your road in Dakota*. 10 



ROAD-BED AND TRACK. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

8 Number of track sections in Dakota 8 

6.8 Average length of sections, miles 6.8 

3i Average number of men in each section gang 4 

21.298 Number of new ties laid in track during the year in Da- 
kota 14,797 

384 Average number of new ties per mile of road 264 

9.608 New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota — iron, 

miles None. 

New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota — steel, 
miles None. 

9 Total track laid with new rails during the year in Da- 

kota, miles None. 

What is the average number of years that iron rails last in your 

track on main line in Dakota? Twelve years. 
What is the average number of years that iron rails last in your 

track on branches in Dakota? No branches. 
What is the average number of years that steel rails last in your 

track on main line in Dakota? None laid before year ending 

June 80, 1885. 
What is the average number of years that steel rails last in your 

track on branches in Dakota? No branches. 
What is the average number of years that ties last in your tracl^ 

in Dakota? Eight years. 



CHICAOO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & OMAHA R*Y CO. ite 

CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 

What railroads crosses your road at c^ade, and at what locality? 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway at Sioux Falls. 
What railroads cross your road, either over or under, and at what locality? 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway at Sioux Falls, at grade. 

Number of highway crossings at grade 68 

Number of highway crossings at which there are flagmen None. 

Number of highway crossings over railroad None. 

Number of highway crossings under railroad No)je. 

Number of highway bridges 18 feet above track None. 

Number of highway bridges less than 18 feet above track None. 



FENCING IN DAKOTA. 

How many miles of your road in Dakota are fenced? 18 miles and 575 

track feet. 
What is the average cost per rod? 67 cents. 
What is the total cost of the same? $7,868.83. 
How many miles of new fencing have you built during this year? 12 miles 

and 3,785 track feet. 
Give the number of miles needed on both sides of vour track in each 

county in Dakota. Minnehaha, 40 miles; McCook, 6 miles. 



ROLLING STOCK. 

Leased. Owned. TotaL 

Number of locomotives 184 194 

Number of passenger cars 85 85 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars 47 47 

Number of parlor cars 4 4 

Number of dining cars 2 2 

Number of pay and official cars 2 2 

Number of box freight cars 470 8,488 8,958 

Number of stock cars 410 410 

Number of platform and coal cars 1,678 1,678 

Number of other cars 15 15 

Total number of cars 470 5,920 6,390 

Maximum weight of locomotives and tenders, tons 77^ 

Average weight of locomotives and tenders 54^ 

Number of locomotives equipped with train brake 114 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse automatic 

Maximum weight of passenger cars, tons 28.9 

Average weight of passenger cars 25.7 

Number of cars equipped with train brake. All pass, equipment 140 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse automatic brake 

Niimber of passenger cars equipped with Miller platform and 

buffer 140 

The amount of tonnage that can be carried over each of your 

roads in the Territory exclusive of cars, bv an engine of givei^ 

weight. Weight of en(pne . . ; tons. Not known. 
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MILEAGE. TRAFFIC, ETC. 

LABT YBAB. PKBSENT YEAR. 

1,497,924 Miles run by passenger trains during the year. 1,579,8*^1 

2,783,959 Miles run by freight trains during: the year. . . 2,962,956 

1,011,337 Miles run by switching trains during the year. 1,102,625 

472,445 Miles run by other trains during the year 585,680 

5,765,665 Total train mileage 5,960,582 

CAS8 AND WEIGHT OF TRAINS. 

5.5 Average number of cars in passenger trains. . 4.9 
141 .85 Average weight of passenger trains, exclusive 

of passengers, tons 125.98 

16 Average number of cars in freight trains 17.8 

176 Average weight of freight trains, exclusive of 

freight, tons 195.8 

PAB8ENGER TRAFFIC. 

No record. Number of through passengers carried 189,279 

No record. Number of local passengers carried^ 930, 821^ 

No record. Number of special ticket passengers carried, 

927,161 Total number of passengers carried 1,069, 609i 

54,981,159 Total passenger mileage, or passengers car- 
ried one mile 49,003,861 

59.68 Average distance traveled by each passen- 
ger, miles 48 

f 1.45 Average amount received f romGeach passen- 
ger f 1.28 

004 Highest rate of fare per mile for any dis- 
tance 0.04 

0.01 Lowest rate of fare per mile for any dis- 
tance 0.01 

0.0245-100 Average rate of fare per mile for all passen- 
gers 0.027 
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FREIGHT TRAFFIC. 
LAJST TBAK. PRESENT YEAR. 

No record. Number of tons of through freight carried . 1,044,959 

No record. Number of tons of local freightLcarried 1,108,264 

2,017,503 Total tons of frej^ht carried 2,158,228 

No fecord. Total mileage of through freight (tons car- 
ried one mile) 172,852,456 

No record. Total mileage of local freight (tons carried 

one mile) 175,859,588 

822,892,180 Total freight mileage, or tons carried 1 mile 348,212,089 



_% • 



No record. Average rate per ton per mile received for 

through freight $ 0.0106 

No record. Average rate per ton per mile received for 

local freight % .0146 

% 0.0125 Average rate per ton per mile received for 

all freight .0126 

No record. Percentage of freight originating at, and car- 
ried to stations in Dakota, to total freight 
carried in Dakota. (This should not in- 
clude fuel or any material for the use of 
the road.) Per cent 4.66 

CAR MILEAGE. 

14,868,728 Numbers of miles run by loaded freight cars 

east and north 15,708,178 

19,688,502 Number of miles run by loaded freight cars 

west and south 21,178,810 

7,562,705 Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

east and north 8,521,259 

2,880,440 Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

west and south 2,583,590 







44,945,870 Total freight car mileage 47,941,932 

88.8 Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
east and north to all freight cars hauled 
east and north 35 

12.8 Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
west and south to all freight cars hauled 
west and south 11 



SPEED OP TRAINS IN DAKOTA. 

22i Rate of speed of passenger trains, including 

stops over 2Z^ 

lOi Rate of speed of freight trains, including 

stops lOj 



llEPOftT OF fiAlLROAD COMMlSSIONfiftS. 
TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPOBTED. 



864.200 12.80 Grain 329.2 

38S.283 16.47 Flour and mill Bluff 325.3 

18,369 .91 ProTisions (beef, porl* lard etc.). . . 23.; 

67.886 8.84 AnimaU 69.5 .. 

68,594 8.40 Otber agricultural products 93.H81 4.38 

60^878 80.17 Lumber and forest products 618,621 28.78 

153.986 7.63 Coal 217,478 10.10 

81,069 1.04 Plaster lime and cemtrnt. 29.714 1.88 

7,666 ,88 Bait 7.821 .84 

26,031 1.82 Iron, steel, castinj^, lead and min- 
eral products . 17.866 ' .82 

104,305 5.17 Stone and brick 111,837 6.18 

40,744 2.00 ManufactureB— article^shippedfrom 

point of production 88,605 1.70 

808,849 10.07 Mercbandlse, and other articles not 

enumerated above 278,028 12.66 

2,017,008 100.00 Total tons carried 2.158.223 100.00 



TONNAGE OP ARTICLES TRANSPORTED WITHIN THE TERRI- 
TORY OF DAKOTA. 

Tons. FereoDt. Approximated. Tons. Per cant, 

18.882 21.89 Grain 8,322 16.29 

• 10,768 16.47 Fiour and mill stuff 8,224 15.11 

085 .01 Pr<.visions (beef, pork, lard, etc.). , 588 1.08 

2,188 1..84 Animals 1.768 8.28 

2.228 8.40 Otber agricultural products 2,873 4 86 

18.976 21.88 Lumber and forest products 16.687 28.78 

4.988 7.88 Coal 5,4^ 10.10 

1,007 . 1.64 Raster, lime and cement 751 "1.88 

248 .88 Salt 185 .84 

868 1.32 Iron, sleel and caBtings, lead and 

mineral productB 446 .82 

8,880 5.17 Stone andbrick 2.819 5.18 

1,307 2.00 Manufactures -articlesshippedfrom 

point of production 925 1.70 

9,851 10.07 Hercbanise. and otber articles not 

enumerated above . .- 6,001 12.68 

05,869 100.00 Total tons carried 54,427 100.00 



CHICAGO, ST. PAUL. MINNEAPOLIS & OMAHA B'T C 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. 



What express companies run on your road, and on what terms, 
conditions as to rates, etc. : what kind of business is done b; t 
do ;ou take tboir freights at the depot, or at the office of sue 
company? The Americm Express Company. They make t 

rates and pay this companv a per diem rate based on tonnage tra 

They do a regular express business and we take their freights at 1 

It ia handiedentirely by their own employes. 

SLEBFtNQ-CABS, 

Do sleeping, parlor or dining cars run on your road, and If so 
terms do the;? run, by whom are they owned, and what ch 
made in addition to regular passenger rates? None in Dakot 
What Is the total amount paid by your company to palace nr sle 
. companies, to what companies, and the amount paid to each 
stale fully the arrangement hy which these cars run on yout 
terms and who receives the earnings. Nothing Id Dakota. 

PNTTED 8TATK8 MAIL E* DAKOTA. 

What is the compensation paid you by the U. 8. Qovemmen 
tnin sport ation of its mails on your road in Dakota, and on w 
of service? $48.74 per aLnum per mile. Terms prescribed by 
Postofflce Department. * 

What amount have you paid for receivinBr and delivering mailtc 
stations on your road in Dakota! $60.00. 



Bow many wiles of telegraph are owned hy your company It 
55.47 miles. This company owns one-half. 

What other company, if any. owns a line of telegraph on you 
wnv in Dnkota. and how many miles do each own! The West 
Telegraph Company owns one-half of all the telegraph UneE 

company right of way. 

LAimS — CONGBESSIONAL OHAirrS. 
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REPORT OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA DURING THE YEAR 

ENDING JUNE 30. 1886. 



1 









INJURED. 



Date. 



NAMB AND OCCUPATION. 



PliACE. 



CAU8V OF ACOI- 
DENT. 



CHARACTER OF 
INJURY. 



1885. 
Nov 21. 

1886. 
May 16 



Henry P. Meise, brakeman 
T. W. Edwards, fireman. . . 



Slouz Falls 
Salem 



ooupling cars 

falling off engrine 



j right wrist 
1 bruised. 

left hip dislVfd 






TABULAR STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 



■ 


KH^LED. 


INJURED. ' 


CAUSES OF ACCIDENT. 


2 

a 
S 


1 

a 


2 

o 


2 

a 


1 

a 


s 


Coupllngcars 

Falling from train • 










1 

1 




Total 
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SUMMARY OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA. 



Number of persons injured during the year 

Number resulting from lack of caution; carelessness or misconduct. 



2 
3 



OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY. WITH LOCATION OF OFFICES. 



President— i/lsLrvm Hughitt, Chicago, 111, 
Vice-President— M. L. Sykes, New York, N. Y. 
Secretary—^. E. Woodman, Hudson, Wis. 
Treasurer— 'Hi. L. Sykes. New York, N. Y. 
OerVeral Manager — E. W. Winter, St. Paul, Minn. 
General Superintendent— Z . M. Whitman, St. Paul, Minn. 
Division Superintendents — James McCabe, St. Paul, Minn.; Hugh Spen- 
cer, Mankato, Minn.; H. L. Jaynes, Omaha. Neb. 
Chief Engineer — C. W. Johnson, St. Paul, Minn. 
Superintendent of Telegraph — H. C. Hope, St. Paul, Minn. 
Auditor — L. A. Robinson, St. Paul, Minn. 
General Passenger Agent— T, W. Teasdale, St. Paul, Minn. 
General Freight Agent— J. T. Clark, St. Paul, Minn. 
Ge^neral SoUeitor — J. D. Howe, St. Paul, Minn. 
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DmECTORS, NAME AND POST OFFICE ADDRESS. 

Albert Keep, Chicago, Til. 

Cornelius Vanderbut. New York, N. Y. 

Wm. K. Vanderbilt. New York, N. Y. 

H. McK. Twombly, New York, N. Y. 

Marvin Husrhitt. Chicago. III. 

W. D. Washburn, Minneapolis, Minn. 

E. W. Winter, St. Paul, Minn. ' ~i 

W. L. Scott, Erie, Pa. 

C. M. Depew, New York, N. Y. 

M. L. Sjkes, New York, N. Y. 

John M!^ Whitman, St. Paul, Minn. 

John D. Howe, St. Paul, Minn. ^ 

J. H. Howe, Kenosha, Wis. 

Date of annual meeting of stockholders, first Saturday after first Tues 
day in June. 

Fiscal year of company ends December Slst. 

General offices of the company are located at St. Paul, Minn., Hildson, 
Wis. and New York, N. Y. 



STATE OP MINNESOTA, ) 
CouKTY OF Ramsey. f 

E. W. Winter and L. A. Robinson, General Manager and Auditor, re- 
spectively, of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railway Com- 
pany, being duly sworn, depose and say that they have caused the fore- 
going statements. to be prepared by the proper officers and agents of this 
company, anci having careiully examined the same declare them to be a 
true, full and correct statement of the condition and affairs of said com- 
pany on the thirtieth day of June, A. D. 1886, to the best of their knowl- 
edge and belief. 

[Signed] E. W. WINTER. 

L. A. ROBINSON. 

Subscribed and sworn to 1 :fore me, this 31st day of Au&rust. A. D. 1886. 
[L. s.] H. M. PEARCE, 

Notary PubUc, Ramsey County, Minn. 

Received and filed in the office of the Commissioners of Railroads, this 
8th day of September, A. D. 1886. 

I. E. WEST, Secretary. 



Wis- 
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REPORT 



OF THE 



OHIOAGO & NORTHWESTEM RAILWAY COMPANY, 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1886. 



,y 



CAPITAL STOCK* 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

Amount authorized by Ar- 
ticles of Association Not fixed. 

Amount authorized by vote 
of the company Not fixe^i. 

Amount of common stock issued incl. scfip $52,604,865.97 

Amount of preferred stock issued, and con- 
ditions of preferment 22,325,454.56 

$74,920,320.53 Total amount paid in as per books of Co. $74,930,320.53 

Amount of stock per mile of road $ 18,975.91 

Amount of stock representing the road in 

Dakota 11,485,353.23 

Amount of stock held in Dakota None. 

Total number of stockholders 3,087 

Number of stockholders in Dakota None. 

*Tbi0 includes stock of proprietary lines. 
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COST OP ROAD AND EQUIPMENT. 

• CONSTRUCTION OP ROAD AND BRANCHES NOT REPORTED SEPARATELY. 
LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

Grading 

Bridging and masonry 

Superstructure, incluaing rails 

Land, land damages and fences 

Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds, 

and water stations 

Engine houses, car sheds, and turn-tables. . . 
Machine shops, including machinery and 

tools 

Interest paid during construction, discounts, 

etc V See note, 

Engineering, agencies, salaries, and other ex- page 215. 

penses during construction 

All other items charged to construction not 

enumerated above 

Double track 

Total expended for construction 

Average cost of construction per mile of 

road 

Proportion of cost of construction for Da- 
kota 



COST OF EQUIPMENT. 

Locomotives 

Snow-plows on wheels 

Passenger, mail, baggage and express cars. . 

Parlor, dining, and sleeping cars 

Freight and other cars ^ 

Wrecking-cars, pile-drivers, and tools l^oX-o oik 

Total for equipment , 

Average cost of equipment per mile of road 

operated by company 

Proportion of cost of equipment for Dakota, ^ 



page 215. 



1150,379,982.74 Total cost of road and equipment. |156,395.061.f>2 

31,307.57 Average cost of road and equipment per mile 

(4,9iK).68 miles) 31,783.22 

24,916,132.68 Proportion of cost of road and equipment 

for Dakota, on basis of miles of ro«w. . . . 27,539,207.85 

31,307.57 Average cost of road and equipment per mile 
in Dakota (866.47 miles) on basis of miles 

of road 31,783.22 

Unknown Estimated present cash value of all your 

property m the territory, not including 
lana grant Unknown. 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER 
PROPERTY ACCOUNTS. 

ND CREDITS BY WHICH THE CAPITAL AND DEB1 
INCREASED DPHrjJO THE TEAR, 

LAST YEAR. PI 

Grading 

t 196,185.33 Bridging and masoim- 

153,9A5.33 Superstructure, incluaing rails 

46,BT3,43 Land, land damages and fences 

184.B~ri,5A Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds 

and water stations 

5,848.10 Engine houses, cm sheds and turn-tables. . . 
41.261.14 Machine shops, including machinery and 

810.130.85 Discount, el!-..'.'.".'!.'!.'!.'.'!!.'.'..'.'..'..'..'.'. 

958,994.43 Improvement of purchased roads 

789,337. $4 Construction of extensions and brADchex 

3,738.59 Other expenditures 

Purchase of other roads (specifying same) 
and all particulars, Fargo & Sovtfaern 
Railway Company 

¥ 2,940,180.00 Total for construction | 

EQUIPMENT. 

4 U.rmM Locomotives No. Ifi I 

New snow plows 

14:^,143.47 Passenger, mail, baggage and express 

Parlor, dining and steeping cars 1 

90.343. a5 Ereiglit and other curs 1*204 

Other expenditures fur equipment 

Wrerking-i'urs. pile-drivers and tools. 

i 30ii,893.ai Totnl for ei|iiipmeiit ( 

$ 3,346.073.3i5 Total expenditures charged to pn>pert_vaco't 1| 
Property sold {or reduced in vaniation on 
the hooks) and credited property accounts 
during the yesr (specifying same); 

1.739.046.13 Sale of lands 

1,516.127.33 Net uddltion to property arc't for the year.. 
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ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

LAST TEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

Earnings, passenger: 

$ 4,466,053.66 From local passengers $477,223,472 

* 1,019,161.70 From through pasengers 90,039,345 

5,485,214.36 From all passengers f 5,672,628.17 

469,010.59 From express and baggage 465,850.72 

664,540.89 From mails 679,895.60 

176,230.18 From other sources passenger department. . 182,707.49 

f 6,794,995.97 Total earnings, passenger department 17,001,081.98 

1.12 Passenger earnings per train mile i*un, (6,- 

231.569 miles) fl.l2 

Earnings freight: 

14,561,265.37 From local $15,692,588.24 

1,958,888.61 From through 1,245,660.86 

$ 16,520,143.98 Total earnings, freight department | 16,938,249.10 

1.70 Freight earnings p6r train mile run, (9,608,- 

128 miles,) $1.76 

23,315,139.95 Total transportation earnings 23,939,831.08 

1.48 Transportation earnings per train mile run, 

from all trains earning revenue, 15,834,697 

miles, $1.51. 

4,926.23 Gross earnings per mile of road operated, 

(4,920.68 miles,) $4,966.63 

1,151,294.00 Proportion of transportation earnings for 

Dakota $1,419,517.99 

Rents I 

28,188.70 Rents received for use of stations, etc. \ 37,697.18 

Earnings from all other sources: 

216,516.89 Elevator earnings , $356,641.14 

16,183.30 Telegraph earnings 16,169.02 

79,735.23 Stock yards 89,352.07 462,162.23 



$ 23,655,764.07 Total earnings from all sources $ 24,439,190.44 

1,154,56*. 56 Proportion of earnings for Dakota, $1,423,- 
347.75 from all sources 



EXPENSES OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR THE YEAR. 

CLASS 1.— MAINTENANCE OF WAY AND BUILDING (CHARGED TO OPERATING 

EXPENSES.) 

$ 815.816.46 Repairs of road bed and track $ 1,052,549.00 

679,175.08 Renewal of rails 872,845,52 

No. tons laid, steel, 32,268.1435 

No. tons laid, iron, 3,877.528 
499,116.15 Renewal of ties 641,798.17 

No. laid, 1,505,506. 
180,925.72 Repairs of bridges, including culverts and 

cattle-guards 182,207.94 

48,134.35 Repairs of fences, road crossing and signs. . 87,033.02 

167,546.49 Repairsof buildings, stations and water tanks 156,891.93 

$ 2,390,714.25 Total $ 2,993,325.58 







W 

m ■ 



»»^ 



I'. 



220 



REPORT OP RAILROAD C0MM8SI0NERS. 



CLASS 2. — MAINTBNANCB OP MOTIVE POWER AND CARS. 
LAST TBAR. PRBSBNT TEAR. 

I 972,827.37 Repairs of locomotives $ 986,397.91 

546,525.28 Repairs of passenger cars 446,491.88 

971,600.49 Repairs of freight cars 948,795.23 

I 2,490,953.14 Total $ 2,381,685.02 

CLASS 3.— CONDUCTING TRANSPORTATION 

$ 2,025,786.45 Fuel for locomotives $ 1,853,143.56 

Not separated Water suply Not separated 

200,174,38 Oilandwaste 171,000.89 

1,415,246.36 Locomotive service 1,449,297.23 

330,740.91 Passenger train service 364,902.97 

87,930.13 Passenger train supplies 87,607.73 

None. Mileage of passenger cars (debt balance) None. 

736,165.26 Freight train service 775,418.80 

31,974.59 Freight train supplies 31,857.36 

42,970.26 Mileage of freight cars (debit balance) 86,163.74 

Telegraph expenses (maintenance and oper- 

Not separated ating) Not separated 

32,948.17 Damage and loss of freight and baggage 17,286.45 

49,143.53 Damage to property and cattle 44,1916.26 

128,023.14 Personal injuries 101.656.73 

2,101,745.30 Agents and station service 2,269,891.03 

119,904.72 Station supplies 119,465.08 

$ 7,302,753.20 Total * ...$ 7,372,607.83 

CLASS 4.— GENERAL EXPENSES. 

$ 504,009.94 Salaries of general officers and clerks $ 495,547.77 

» 45,902.28 Legal expenses . 60,650.68 

75,001.64 Insurance 64,335.82 

159,872.96 Stationery and printing 159,286.78 

220,148.63 Outside agencies and advertising 212,036.47 

387,090.51 Contingencies 463,440.57 

22,881.79 Taxes in Dakota, $25,092.00 { 

705,229.59 In other States, 720,382.80 f Total taxes. . . 745,474.80 

$ 2,120,137.34 Total $ 2,200,772.89 
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RECAPITULATION OF fcXPENSES. 



0,714.35 
0,953.14 
12,753.20 
10,137,34 



Maintenance of way and buildings. 
Maintenance o( motive power and ci 

Conducting transportation „.-,uu., 

Qeneral expenses, including taxes 2,200,773. 



PKESBNT YEAR 
..? 2,993,335.58 
2,481,685.03 



9 14,304,657.93 Total operating expenses and taxes '.$ 14,9' 

2,976.87 Operating expenses and taxes per mile of 

road operated (4,920.68 average miles), |3,- 

037.87. 
. .91 Operating expenses and taxes per train 

mile run, for trains earning revenue, (15,- 

884,697 miles), $0.94. 
1,236,037.33 Proportion of operating eipenses and taxes 

for Dakota 1 

Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains 

Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains, per train mile, cents 

Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains 

Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains, per train mile, cents .^-S g " 

Expenses of running and management of all «2 

trains earning revenue J ^&S 

60.47 Percentage of expenses and taxes toe."" 

ings, 61.17. 



GENERAL EXHIBIT. 

9 38,656,76407 Total earnings $ 24,439,190.44 

14,304,557.93 Total expenses, including taxes 14,948.391.33 

9,361,306,14 Net earnings 9,490,799.13 

Income from other sources than earnings. . 116,539,13 

6,349,890.11 Interest accruing during the year 

6,214,935.07 Interest paid during tLe year. . .$6,157,491-81 
1,010,167.58 Interest paid during the year on account of 

the road in Dakota 

6,096,812.26 Interest on funded debt t am ihq >aw iH 6,139,506.48 

6,061,857.22 Interest paid on funded debt ( «».'a'*.'>w.4» 
158,077.85 Interest on floating debt i „ qq, ,„ 

158,077.85 Interest paid on floating debt f ^ ',«»-*» 

Dividends declared: 

1,157,868.80 7 per cent on preferred stock 1,332,865-90 

1,545,313.06 5 per cent on common stock 1,545,213.06 

34,955.04 Interest falling due during the year and not 

Floating debt liquidated during the year. 

561,313,03 Balance 'for the year 588,753.81 

4,761,353,77 Balance at the commencement of the year, . 5,313,564,79 

f 5,313,564.79 Balanceattliec!oseoft]ieyear,JuiiegO,1886,| 5,901.317.60 
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INCOME ACCOUNT. 

LAST TEAK. 

t 33, 655. 7W. 07 Income from earnings 

Income from other sources 



GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 

f 23,855.764.07 Total income 124,554,729,57 

14,804,557.98 Total operating expenses and Uses 14,848,801.33 

9,351,306.14 Net income above operaling expenses and 

taxes 9,806,338.23 

8,254,398,88 Net income above operating expenses, taxes, 

Inierest and rental, 3,448,846.44 

1.50 Gross income per train mile ma, (15,834,697 
miles, $1.55. 
.59 Net income per train mile run, 15,834,697 
miles, f0.61. 
6,34 Percentage of net income to stuck and debt, 

S6.I7. 
6.22 Percentage of net income to coat of road and 
equipment $6.14. 



t 4,761,253.77 Surplusfttthecommencementof the year... I 5,312,564.79 

5,313,584,79 Surplus at the close of the year 5.901,817.60 

5,312,564.79 Amount absorbed in construction 5,901,317.60 



GENERAL BALANCE SHEET AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS, 

JUNE 30, 1886. 



Cost of road, equipment, etc * 156. 393, 06 1.93 

Coal lands .580,753.75 

Bonds, stocks, etc., of other companies 744,554.39 

Agents and conductors 346,810.69 

United States government 333,542,10 

Due from sundry companies, individuals, etc 450,016.41 

Material andsupplies 3,049.878.38 

Bills receivable 337 465.58 

Cash on hand 3,488,841.33 

Total.., $163,616,718,55 



CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL R'T CO. 3!3 

CREDIT. 

Capital stock; 

Preferred $ 2:„i40.«)0.00 

Common 30,904,281.00 

Bonds outatanding 103,271,000.00 

VoQchera and ijay rolls ; 1,880,588.38 

Dividends and interest unclaimed 109,652.54 

iBCome account 5,001,81T80 

Total 1163,616,719.53 
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DESCRIPTION OF ROAD. 

LAST TEAB. FRBSENT YEAR. 

Miles. . • Miles. 

795.85 Length main line inDakota 866.47 

1,411.60 In Iowa 1,411.82 

1,057.53 In Minnesota 1,103.78 

1,228.59 In Wisconsin 1,228.74 

309.74 In Illinois.... 309.92 

25.09 Length of double track on main line 25.57 

None. Same in Dakota None. 

None, Length of double track on branches in Dakota None. 

4.803.31 Total length of road belonging to this company 4,920.68 

795.85 Total length of road belonging to this company in Dak. 866.47 
Aggregate length of sidings and other tracks not above 

786.46 enumerated 834.32 

44 64 Same in Dakota 49.60 

Aggregate length of track, computed as single track, ex- 

4,828.40 elusive of sidings 4.946.25 

795.85 Same in Dakota 866.47 

149.34 Total length of steel rails in tracks in Dakota, exclusive 

of sidings 254.90 

646.51 Total length of iron rails in tracks in Dakota, exclusive 

t . ,** of sidings 611.57 

Weights per yard, steei, 56 to 67 lbs. 
.• Weights per yard, iron, 35 to 60 lbs. 

Gauge of track 

; Standard 4 feet 8^ inches. 

'■'] Narrow 3 feet 



ROAD AND BRANCHES BELONGING TO OTHER COMPANIES, OPERATED BY 

THIS COMPANY UNDER LEASE OR CONTRACT. 

# 

Name, description and length of each : 

Oshkosh & Mississippi Ry., Wisconsin. Ripon to Osh- 

kosh. Length 20 miles. This road is operated under 

lease, but the bonds are owned substantially by the 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Co. 

Total length of above roads, included in statement on 

20 page 16 •. 20 

None. Total length of above roads in Dakota None. 

Total length of above roads in other 'states (specifying 

each 

20 In Wisconsin 20 

If any part of the road was first opened for operation 

during the past year, state the date : None. 

480,331 Total miles of road operated by this company 492,068 

79,585 Total miles of road operated by this company in Dakota 86,647 

STATIONS. 

INCLUDING FLAG STATIONS. 

852 Number of stations on all roads owned by this company 920 

85 Same in Dakota 93 

856 Number of stations on all roads operated by this comp'y 924 

85 Same in Dakota 93 

77 Number of telegraph offices in stations in Dakota 74 



r 
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EMPLOYES. 

LAST TEAB. PHKSENT YEAR. 

Number of persons regularly employed on 

18,902 all roads operated by this company 18,641 

2,296 Bame in Dakota 2,310 

Amount paid employes, including officials, 
1 10,953,475.48 on all roads operated by this company. . .| 10,930,112.73 
1,181,847.34 Same in Dakota 1,201,853.71 



BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. 

No. Aggregate No. Agrgrregate 

length— ft. • length— ft. 

5 762 Wooden truss bridges 5 762 

None. Combination bridges over 100 feet in length . . . None. 

None. Iron bridges over 100 feet in length None, 

647 49.281 Wooden trestle and pile 736 53,074 

None. Iron trestle None. 

ARCH CULVERTS AND VIADUCTS IN DAKOTA. 

With 20 feet opening or more None. 

Less than 20 feet opening 2 60 



BOX CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 

Timber 928 28,717 

Stone 16 569 



CATTLE-GUARDS. 

Number in Dakota , — 



* 



RENEWAL OF BRIDGES AND CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 

Amount of timber used in renewals of wooden 

bridges durinc the year (feet B. M.) 70,000 

Amount of trestle work replaced with earth dur- 
ing the year (lineal feet) 1,000 

Timber culverts replaced with stone None. 

Timber culverts replaced with sewer pipe None. 

Timber culverts replaced with timber ., . 5 135 



• 
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BRIDGES BUILT WITHIN THE YEAR IN DAKOTA. 



liOOATION. 



KIND. 



MATERIAL. 



WHEN BUILT. 



LENGTH— FEET. 



Trestle and pile. 



Pine and Oak. 



1885-1886. 



3,793 






Give the average number of years the trestle and pile bridges last 

on your road in Dakota. Six to eight years. 
Give the average number of years that wooden truss bridges last on 

your road in Dakota. Six to eight years when trusses ar& not 

roofed in, and from 12 to 16 when roofed. 



ROAD-BED AND TRACK. 



94 Number of track sections in Dakota 106 

8 Average length of sections 8 

4 Average number of men in each section gang 5 

85,515 Number of new ties laid in track during the year in 

Dakota 193,219 

108 Average number of new ties per mile of road 223 

90 New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota, iron 

(666.1456 tons) miles 670 

400 New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota, steel, 

(3,142.790 tons,) miles 3,287 

490 Total track laid with new rails during the year in Dako- 
ta, miles 3.957 

What is the average number of years that iron rails last in your 

track on main line in Dakota? Four to six years. 
What is the average number of years that iron rails last, in your 

track on branches in Dakota? Seven to ten\yea,TS. jp^' 
What is the average number of years that steel'rails last In^your 

track on main line in Dakota? Eight to ten years. 
What is the average number of years that steel rails last in your 

track on branches in Dakota? Twelve to sixteen years. 
What is the average number of years that ties last m your track 
in Dakota? Six to eight years. 
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CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 

Wliat railroads cross your road at grade, and at what lo 
Chicago & Northwestern Ry, near Aberdeen, 
Chicago iS: Northwestern Ry, near Redfleld, 
Chicago & Northwestern Ry, near Vilas, 
Chicago & Northwestern Ry, at Yanltton. 
Chicago. St. Paul. Minneapolis & Omaha Ry, at Siou 
Northern Pacific Ry, at Fargo, 

St, Paui, Minneapolis & Manitoba Ry. at Wahpeton. 
What railroads cross your road, either over or under aa 
Chicago & Northwestern Ry, at Parker, 

IM8 dumber of highway crossings at grade 

Number of highway crossings at which there ar< 

1 Number of highway crossings over railroad 

4 Number of highway crossings under railroad. , , 

Number of highway bridges 18 feet above track. 

1 Number of highway bridges less than 18 feet abc 



ROLLING STOCK, 

Le 

Number of locomotives 

Number of passenger cars 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars 

Number of parlor and sleeping cars 

Number of dining c«ra 

Number of box freight cars 

Number of stock cars 

Number of platform and coal cars 

Number of other cars 

Total number of cars 

Maximum weight of locomotives and tenders, withoi 
Average weight of locomotives and tenders, withoui 

Number of locomotives equipped with train brake 

Kind of brake. Westinghouse air brake 

Maximum weight of passenger cars, tons 

Average weight of passenger cars, tons 

Number of cars, in passenger equipment, equipped ^ 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse air brake ,', . , 

Number of passenger cars equipped with Miller plntfort 

fer 

The amount of tonnage that can be carried over eaci 

roads in the Territory Bxclusive of cars, by an engim 

weight, 

Iowa & Dakota division. Weight of engine, 31 tons:l 

Sioux City & Dakota .division. Weight of engine, 28 



^ 
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MILEAGE, TRAFFIC, ETC. 

TRAIN MILEAGE. 

6,089,734 Miles run by passenger trains during the year 6,281,669 

9,709,049 Miles run by freight trains during the year. . 9,608,128 

4,208,946 Miles run by switching trains dunng the year 8,891,686 

1,063,572 Miles run by other trains during the year 969,728 



21,071,291 Total train mileage 20,676,106 



CARS AND WEIGHT OP TRAINS. 

4.4 Average number of cars in passenger train. . 4 
119 Average weight of passenger trains, exclusive 

of passengers 108 

21 Average number of cars in freight trains 16 

281 Ayerage weight of freight trains exclusive of 

freight 176 



PASSENGER TRAFFIC. 

210,679 Number of through passengers carried 187,239 

A Aou QA.I i Number of local passengers carried { ► g^^n oAn 

4,8^d,304^ Number special ticket passengers carried \ o.iidu,04D 



4,834,043 Total number of passengers carried 5,238,087 

214,875,001 Total passenger mileage, or passengers car- 
ried one mile 231, 103, 168 

44.9-20 Average distance traveled by each passen- 
ger, miles 44i 

$1.13^ Average amount received from each passen- 
ger $1.08i 

.04 Highest rate of fare per mile for any dis- 
tance .04 

.01.25 Lowest rate of fare per mile for any dis- 
tance .01.25 

.2.55-100 Average rate of fare per mile for all passen- 
gers .2.46100 
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LAST TEAR. 

797,108 
5,528,202 



FREIGHT TRAFFIC. 

PRESENT TEAR. 

Number of tons of through freiglit carried . 538,661 

Number of tons of local freight carried 6,010,343 




6.825,310 Total tons of freight carried 
282,678 640 

1,084,275,860 



6.549.004 



Total mileage of through freight (tons car- 
ried one mile) 134,192,183 

Total mileage of local freight (tons carried 
one mile) 1,218,128,068 



1,316,954.500 Total freight mileage, or tons carried 1 mile 1.352,320,247 



$ .0.84-100 
.1.34-100 



Average rate per ton per mile received for 
through freight $ .0.83-100 

Average rate per ton per mile received for 

local freight 1.29-100 

.1.26-100 Average rate per ton per mile received for 

all freight 1.25-100 

Average cost per ton per mile to move ^ ^^ have no 
freight 

Percentage of freight originating at, and car- 
ried to stations m Dakota, to total freight 
carried in Dakota. (This should not in- 
clude fuel or any material for the use of 
the road.) Per cent 



rec'rd which 
wo'ld enable 
us to answ'r 
these ques- 
tions. 
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CAR MILEAGE. 



71,579,339 Number of miles nm by loaded freight cars 

east and south 

75,709,620 Number of miles run by loaded freight cars 

west and north 

30,074,864 dumber of miles run by empty freight cars 

east and south .' ^ 

25,401,755 Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

west and north 



72.522,646 
80,725,149 
33,289,780 
25,595,906 



202,765.578 Total freight car mileage 212,133,481 



30 Percentage of empty freight cars hauled east 
and south to all freight cai*s hauled east and 
south 

25 Percentage of empty freight cars hauled west 
and north to all freight cars hauled west 
and north 



31 
24 
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SPEED OF TRAINS IN DAKOTA. 



'« 



21 Rate of speed of passenger trains, including 
stops 

12 Rate of speed of freight trains, including 
stops 



21 
12 



REPORT OP RilLROAD COMMISSIONERS 
TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED. 



Tons. Percent. Tons. 

1,468,287 23.18 Grain 1,253,6! 

395,799 6.26 Flour 443,41 

62,42S .99 Provisions (beef, pork, lard etc.). . . 94.81 

853.039 .^58 Animals 3?2,6! 

235.214 3.73 Otber agricultural products. 299,414 4.57 

96.M06 15.36 Lumber and forest products 1,372.555 20.96 

674,184 10.66 Coal 682.877 16.43 

96,781 1,53 Plaster, lime and cement 112,332 1.73 

55,415 .87 Salt * 52,657 80 

84.817 1.84 Iron, steel, and castings 182,754 2.79 

248.133 3.93 Stone and brick 251,558 3.84 

87,380 1.38 Manufactures 91.220 1.39 

1,600.731 35,31 Merchandise, and other articles not 

enumerated above 1,340,031 30.46 

6,335,310 100.00 Total tons carried 6,549,004 100 00 



Tons. Percent. . TonB. Pi 

161.175 59.34 Grain , 340,393 

3,381 1.34 Flour 5.548 

1,134 .43 Provisions (beef, pork, lard, etc.). . .583 

11.719 4.31 Animals 15,337 

47.037 17.33 Other agricultural products 84,396 

1,995 .73 Lumber and forest products 6,906 

389 .14 Coal 513 

103 ■ .04 Plaster, lime and cement 800 

15 Salt 63 

73 .02 Iron, steel and castinra 1.084 

31,190 7.80 Stone and brick 9,659 

1,602 .59 Manufactures 2,757 

21,861 8.05 Merchanise, and other articles not 

enumerated above 56,791 

371,873 100.00 Total tons carried 434,738 



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. 



What express companies run on your road, and on what terms, and 
what conditions as to rates, etc. ; what kind of business is done by them, 
anddoyou take theirfreights at the depot, or at tbe office of such express 
company? The American Express Companv and United States express 
Company. Doing a general express business. Freights taken from 
express companies at depot. 
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SLEEPING-CARS. 

• 

Do sleeping, parlor or dining cars run on your road, and if so, on what 
terms do they run, by whom are they owned, and what charges are 
made in addition to regular passenger rates? Sleeping cars are run 
by the Pullman Palace Car Co., which makes its own regular charges for 
accommodations therein. Dining cars are run by the C, M. & St. P. Ry. 
Co. Rate 75 cents per meal. Parlor cars are run by the C, M. «& St. P. 
Ry. Co. Rates are from 25 to 50 cents, according to distance traveled. 



UNITED STATES MAIL IN DAKOTA. 

What is the compensation paid you by the U. S. Government for the 
transportation of its mails on your road in Dakota, and on what terms 
of service? The rate of pajr for transpoiting the U. S mails is not 
permanently fixed. The mails are weie:hed for periods fixed by the P. 
O. department, and upon the result of weighing, tlie rate of compensation 
is based. 

What amount have you paid for receiving and delivering mail to and from 
stations on your road in Dakota? $1,128.65. 



TELEGRAPH. 

How many miles of telegraph are owned by your company in Dakota? 

200.21. 
What other company, if any, owns a line of telegraph on your right of 

way in Dakota, and liow many miles do each own? The Western Union 

Telegi-aph Co. 648.47. 



LANDS — CONGRESSIONAL GRANTS. 

None. * 
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i 
I 

1 

1 


Tie falling on toot. Big toe broken. 
Making uoupUng. Little finger crushed. 
Making coupling. One finger ornshed. 
Making ooupling. Tvo Angers broken, 
fland oar fell on finger. Plnger out off. 
Making ooupling. Little finger crushed. 
Making ooupllna. Finger and thumb crushed. 
Piece ot ooel falling. Leg cut. 
Walking between moving cars. Killed. 
Attempt to make coupling. Collar bone fractured. 
Fell orf moving ooacS. Killed. 
Under ears In unknown manner. Killed. 
Making oonpUog. Arm broken. 

Kell over wheel at depot. Slight Infernal injuif. 
Making Coupling. Thumb and finger crushed. 
Making coupling. Finger mashed. 
Making coupling. Three flngersbiaahed. 
(tou^Ebetweon two b^r kegs. FIngrer broken. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OP ACCIDENTS. 



i. .. „a' _.,„ . ,-■-■ ■;, — ZTT , -. 


KILLED. 


INJURED. 


CAUSES OF ACCIDBNT. 


e 

a 


1 


• 

e 

f 


2 

§ 


1 

a 

03 


1 


D«railment8 














ColllBlons 














Couplinff Cars 








1 

1 
1 


10 




Fallinflr from trains ^ . . 


1 




.1 




Getting' on and off trains 


1 


••«••• 




MisoellaneouB . . • 








4 




Trespassers on track 




« 


8 
















Total 


2 




4 


3 


14 





SUMMARY OP ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA. 



Number of persons killed during the year 

Number of persons injured during the vear 

Number of casualties purely accidental during the year 

Number resulting from lack of caution; carelessness or misconduct. 

Number of trespassers on track killed. 

Number of trespassers on track injured 

Suicides in Dakota 



6 

17 
1 

28 
3 
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OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY, WITH LOCATION 



PrMftiwif— Alex. Mitchell, Milwaukee. 
Viee-Pretident — Julius Wjidswiirlh. New York. 
Snd. Vice-President— ino. B. Dumoiit, New York. 
Seeretary—V. M. Myers. Milwuukpe. 
Trea»wrei—R. D. Jennings, Milwaukee. 
General Manager — Roswell Miller, Milwaukee. 
Attt. General Manager^i. F. TuL'ker. Milwaukee. 
General Superintendentt—i. T. Clark, A.J. Earliag. Mih 
A»*i*la7U General Superintendents — C. H. Prior, Mianeap 

Racine, 
DiBition Superint&adenli of lineg in Dakota—Vi. M. Eell 

H. R. Williams, LaCrosse; W. J. Uunderwood, 8 

Moll, MaaoQ City. 
Ohi^ Engineer— H. J.'VVliitmore, Milwaukee. 
Superintendent of TelegrapK—Q. E. SinipBon, Milwaukei 
■ General Auditor— J. P. Vi lialins, Milwaukee. 
General Paetenger Agent—A. V. H. Carpenter, Milwauki 
Genial Freight Agent—A. C. Bird, Milwaukee. 
General Holieitor—Jni). W. (.^ary, Milwaukee, 
iiecefcer— None. 



Alex. Mitchell, Milwaukee. 
Juliua Wadsworlli, New York. , 
J. B. Dumonl, New York, 
Selah Cliamberlaiu, Cleveland. 
Joseph Milbank, New York, 
Jas. T. Woodward, New York. 
Wm. Rockefellar. New York. 
Peler Geddes, New York, 
Hugh T. Dickey, New York. 
James Still man. New York. 
John Plaukinton, Milwaukee. 
P. D. Armour, Chicago. 
J. C. Easton, LaCrosse. 

Date of annual meeting of stockholders, June, 

Fiscal year of company ends. December 31ai. 

General offices of the company are located at Milwaukee. 



CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUI 



Resell Miller. GenerHl Mnnager, ami P. M. Myer.i. 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Conipsny. lieiii 
and say that they have eauseo (he foregdin; 
prepared by the proper officers and ajfentii 
and having carefully examined tlie Kame clecl 
true, full and correct statement of the condition am 
pany on the thirtieth day of June, A. D. 1886. to t1i« 
edge and belief. 

[Signed] ROSWELL MI 



Subscribed and s^ 
1886. 

[L. e 



. M.-MYERa, 



Notary Public. Milwauke 



FBEHONT, ELEHOBM k HISSOUBI 7&LLI 

RAILROAD COMPAMY. 

FOB THE YEAB ENDIKG JUNE 30, 1S86. 



CAPITAL STOCK. 

Amount authorized bj Articles of Associa- 
tion $30,000,000.00 

Amount authorized by vote of the company 80,000,000.00 
Amount issued, number of shares 150,000, amount paid in | 

Amount of common stock issued 

Amount of preferred stock issued, and conditions lit pre- 
ferment 

Total amount paid in as per books of the Company 

Amount of stock per mile of road % 29,6S3.94 

Amount of stock representing the road in 

Dakota, proportion 1,115,751.82 

Amount of stock held in Dakota NothinR. 

Total number of stockholders 10 

Number of stockholders In Dakota None. 



FREMONT, ELKHOBN A; HISBOURI TA! 
DEBT. 



LAST TKAB. 



Funded debt as follows: 

Consul 6 per cent boads, due Oct. If 

rate of mterest 6 per cent 

Amount of interest paid on 

same during the year fSS*, 

Car trust bonds, due *40,0CI0M>n« 

March Ist, 1886 

Amount of interest paid on 

same during tbe year 31 

Total amouDt of funded debt 

Totttl amount of floating debt 

Contingent liability as guarantor of 

and debts of otber roads 

Total amount of debt liabilities. .. 
Amount of debt per mile of road.tll 
Amount of debt representing tbe i 

Dakota, [proportional] 

Total amount oi stioek and debt. . . 
Amount of stock and debt 

per mile of road f 4t 

Amount of interest paid represent! 

road in Dakota [proportional] 



COST OF ROAD AND EQUIPM 
Cannot be separated. 



COST OF EQGIPMENT. 
Cannot be separated. 

Total cost ef road and equipment. . 
Average cost of road and equipm 

mile, 508.80 miles 

Proportion of cost of road [and eq 

for Dakota 

Average cost of road and equipm 

mile in Dakota, 37.40 miles 



'ipandltures on Inoompl 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER 
PROPERTY ACCOUNTS. 



Grading, etc 

Bridging 

Superstructure, including mils 

Land, land danmges and fences 

Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds 

and water stations 

Engine houses, car sheds and turn tables. . . 
Machine shops, including machinery and 

Engineering, agencies, salaries and other 
expenses during construction 

Purcnasof other roads (specifying same) and 

all particulars _ 

Conatmction of side tracks 

Constraction of telegraph 

Account of contracts for construction and 
equipment of incomplete extensions and 
branches of this company's road in Ne- 
braska and Dakota. 

Total forci 



EQUIPMENT. 

LocomotiTes No. 18 

Passenger, mail, baggage and express 

cars IS 

Freight and other cars 358 

Total for equipment 

Total expenditures charged to property ac- 

Net addition to Property Atrcount for the 
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ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

XJUBT TEAR. • PRESENT TEAR 

Earnings Passenger: * 

From all passengers I 453,298.10 

From express 23,962.41 

From mails 25,930.84 

Total earnings passenger c(epartment 503,191.39 

Earnings per train mfle run 

(330,469 miles) $ 1.53 27 

Earnings, freight: 

Total earnings, freight department 1,323,525.50 

Earnings per train mile run , 

(806,(^7 miles) $ 1.6420 

Total transportation earnings 1,826,716.89 

Transportation earnings per train mile run 

from an trains earning revenue (1,136,526 

miles) $1.6073 . 

Transportation earnings per mile of road 

operated (462.17 average milesl . .$3,952 31 
Proportion of transportation earnings for 

Dakota 80,073.77 

Miscellaneous earnings 33,366.74 

Total earnings from all sources.. $ 1,859,083.63 

Proportion of earnings for Dak. $81,492.53 




EXPENSES OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR THE YEAR. 

CLASS 1. — MAINTENANCE OF WAT AND BUILDING (CHARGED TO OPERATING 

EXPENSED.) 

Repairs of road-bed and track $ 144,537.75 

Renewal of rails 53,440.44 

No. tons laid, steel. 2,514^. 
No. tons laid, iron.. 220^. 

Renewal of ties 33,256.07 

No. laid, 67,633, 
Repairs of bridges, Including culverts and 

cattle-guards 12,920.49 

Repairs of fences, road-crossings, and signs 1,814.92 
Repairs of buildings, sections and water- 
tanks 11,942.49 

Total ....$ 257,912.16 

f 

CLASS 2. — MAINTENANCE OF MOTIVE POWER AND CARS. 

Repairs of locomotives $ 36,225.98 

Repairs of passenger cars 15,664. 18 

Repairs of freight cars 30,918.50 

Total $ 82,808.66 
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us REPOQT OF BAILHOAD CX)HHIS8I0NER& 

Cl-ASi 3— CONDUCTIMO TRANSPORTATION. 
LAIT TBAB. , ri 

Fuel fijr locomotiveB *. $ 

Water supply 

Oil snd waste 

Locoinolive service 



Passenger train supplies 

Mileage of pusRen^r cars (debt balance)... 

Freight trnin service 

Freight train sintplieR 

Mileage of freight caT9(debit balance) 

Telegraph expenses (maintenance and oper- 
ating) 

Damage and loss of freight and baggage 

Damages to property and cattle 

Personal injuries 

Agents and station service 

Station supplies 

Total 9 



?LAS8 4. — OKNBRAL 

Sularies of general officers and clerks $ 

Legal expenses 

Stationery and printing ■ . . 

Outside agencies and advertising 

Contingencies 

) Taxes in Dakota. .9 132.03 

f In other States. . 63,805.69 Total Uses 



Total.. 
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RFX'APITULATIOX OF EXPENSKS, 

PBESKNT TEAR. 

Muinlenance of wny and ImililiiiL's % ai7,9l3.16 

Maint<!iiNiife <if luolivt! jiower hikI cars. ..:. 82,808.66 

Coniiuctiiig triinK|)ortat«>n 45B.2.>3.04 

(ieiierni exi)eii»iiw, inclinlinjt tiixus 104,604.11 

TotiifoperHtin^oxpeiiHes und trt.ies | 904.577.97 

OjienititiK expenses Hiid tiix<;s pi^r mile of 

rond opcratett. 463.14 sverHct' mUcfi, 

9I.W7.16. 
OperatinK expciisc-s niid tuxes |>er Ivnin mile 

rnu, for trains unmiiig revenue <l,186..i26 

miles, 90.79 59. 
Opemtiiig expenses !in<I taxeK for Dak^tii. . f 39.652.03 
ExpenHes iif ninniiif!' anil manii^'emeiit of 

pHHsenger' trains 

Bxi>enseH of mnnin}; tmrt rnHnsgement of 

pasKenfcer triiins. per train mile 

Expenses of ninniiiK and niHna^nment of 

frefgUt trains 

Espensex of miming imd manajicnient of 

freight trains, per train tnite 

Expenses uf runnin;; and mannKniKint of 

all trains earning revenue J 

PerrentaK" "f e.vpenses and laxes to earn- 

iaf^x 48.«tK. 



(iESERAL EXHIBIT, 



Total earnings 8 1,850,083.68 

Total expenses, including taxes 904..'>77.flT 

Net earnings 9.H50,';.66 

Rentals. s|>e<'ifvin)f amount ]>at<l t<i cacli 

4i paiil Sioux (;it.v & Pacilii- H. R. i 

Interest accruing during the vuar 

Interest paid during the year .'58.5,489.69+ 

Intereat paid during ilie year on account of 

the road in Dakota, (pi-o'porlion) 

Interest on funded delil 

Interest paid on funded debt 

Interest ou doating debt . . . .' t 

Interest paid on floating debt.. . ; f 

Dividends declared; 

Floating debt liquidated during Ihe year. 

This company carries no floating debt 

from year to year. 

Balnnce for the year 

Balance al the i-ommeji cement of the year. 



12. 545.44 



38,674. Oi> 

420.086.36 

.186.489.68+ 

5,967.88 



537.&il.r 



Dr.. 

Balance at the close of the y 



40,943.9.1 






LAST TSAK. 



KEPORT OF RAILROAD COMMIBBIONERS. 

INCOME ACCOUNT. 

Income from oarnings $ 1 

Income from stock owned uf connecting or 

otber roods 

Income from bonds owned of connecting or 

other roads 

Income from stuck held of your owD%>ad. . 
Income from bonds held of your own road. 
Income from lands sold or leased during tbe 

Income from other sources 

Total income from all sources fortheyear. .$ 
Proportion of income for Dakota, S81,7S4.U 



GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 

Total income 3 

Total operating expenses and taxes 

Net income above operating expenses and 

Net income above operating expenses, taxes, 

interest and rental 

Gross income per train mile run [1, 186.528 

miles] SI. 041. 
Net income per train mile run [1,130.326 

miles] $0.8451. 
Percentage of net income to stock and debt. 

4,10. 
Percentage of net income to cost of road and 

equipment, 4.03. 



SURPLUS. 

At the commencement of the year, deficit. .$ 

Surplus at the close of the year 

The amount iuvesled in railroad stocks -. ., 

Give the name of each road, and the number 
of shares owned in each of them at par 
value of shares: 

The amount invested in railroad bonds, the 
number of bonds, and tbe par value of 
each, the name of each road, and the 
amount Invested in tbe bonds of each. . . . 

Cash ;. ; 

Amount absorbed in construction 

Amount in material and balances from other 



. ■ ,.■ 5 . „ 
•'• ''' ''^ 

> ■ 



FREMONT, ELKHORN & MISSOURI VALLEY R*Y CO. 245 

GENERAL BALANCE SHEET, AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS 

JUNE 30, 1886. 

DEBIT. 

Cost of road and equipment $ 23, 889, 225. »5 

S. C. & P. R. R. Car & Trust bonds on hand 1,000.00 

Twin Grove Precinct bonds on hand 10,000.00 

Center Precinct bonds on hand *7, 000.00 

Cash 8,842.29 



$ 23,916,068.24 



CREDIT. 

Capital stock $ 15,000,000.00 

Consolidated 6 per cent, bonds 7,725.000,00 

S. C. & P. R. R. Car Trust bonds 401,000.00 

Interest on bonds unpaid 125,231.17 

Due C. & N. W, Ry. Co 177,939.28 

Income account ' % 486,897.79 



$ 23,916,068.24 






DESCRIPTION OF ROAD. 

LENGTH OF MAIN LINE OF ROAD. 

From Fremont to Buffalo Gap 460.70 

In Dakota ^ . ^. 37.40 

In Nebraska 7 423. 30 

Length of double track on main line None. 

Same in Dakota None. 

Branches owned by this company: 

Norfolk Junction to Creighton 42.10 

Total length of branches owned by this company 42.10 

In Dakota None. 

In Nebraska 42.10 

Len^h of double track on branches in Dakota None. 

Totfl length of road belonging to this company 502.80 

Total length of road belonging to this company 37.40 

Aggregate length of track, computed as single track, 

exclusive of sidings 502.80 

Same in Dakota 37.40 

Total length of steel rails in tracks in Dakota, exclu- 
sive of sidings 37.40 

Total length of iron rails in track? in Dakota, ex- 
clusive of sidings None. 

Weights per yard, steel, 60 pounds. 

Guage of track, 4 feet, 8i inches. 



REPORT OP RAILltOAD COMMISSIOSEKS. 



LAS1 VRAK, I'RKI 

It liny purl of the ronil wius llrsi uimned fnr oiuivHi 
during tlie iiast ycur, ^Inte tlie datp: 

Aug lltli, ISKi, Viili^ntiiie to t'liaiiron. / 

Sell iso.oy - 

Dei;. 14 ')<-i t'liMilriin Ki Buffalo Gup. Dnk fKi.Gi) ) 

Tutiil mlk'^'of ro»d i)|h>ihIc<1 liy rlii» rompnny 

Tolal miles of road uperaieit liy UiIk coiopany in D&li 



Niimber of etiitinna oh nil roads owned by this comp 

Snmein Dakota 

Number of stations on all roads operated by this comp 



Same in Dakota. . 

Number of lelegniph olHces- 



EMPLUYES. 

Nnniber cif jjerson* regularly employed on 
all roiida o|>eriiled by this company. 

Slime in Dakota, about 

Amount paid emptoyex. inclmlinK olflciHlx. 

on ull roads operated by thi»! compuDy t 

Same in Dakota, abmit c. 



BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. 

No, AKpregate 
length— ft. 

Wooden truss bridges i>ver 100 feet in lengtlL. , 
CoinbiniLtlon bridge.'' iiver 100 feel in length. . 

Iron bridges over 100 feet in length 

Wooden trestle and pile 

Iron trestle 



With 20 feet opening or mo 
Less tliun 20 feet opening. . 



Pipe 



\yr-fttH^j'-:lK 



FREMONT, ELKHORN & MISSOURI VALLEY R'Y CO. Ul 

CATTLK-GUARDS. 
AST YEAR. PRB8KNT YEAR. 

Number in Dakota 8 

RENE WAT. OF BRIDGES AND CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 

Amount of timber used in renewals of wooden 

bridges during the year (feet B. M.) None. 

Amount of trestle work replaced with earth dur- 
ing the year (lineal feet) None. 

Timber culverts replaced with stone None. 

Timber culverts replaced with sewer pipe None. 

Timber culverts replaced with timber , None. 



¥% 



.. a" 



. tv 



...5 



;^ 






BRIDGES BUILT WITHIN THE YEAR IN DAKOTA. 



LOCATION. 


KIND. 


MATERIAL. 


WHEN BUILT. 


LENGTH— nCBT. 


Cheyenne Klver 

Betwe«n state 
hne, near Way 
Side to Buffalo 
Gap 


Combination. 
91 pile bent. 


Iron and wood 
ifood. 


1886. 
1885. 


180 
9,00 



, I 



Give the average number of years the trestle and pile bridges last 
on your road in Dakota 

Give the average number of years that wooden truss bridges last on 
your road in Dakota 



o 



..•tl 

1»L 



^ » 



348 RBPOEtT OF RAILROAD COHUIBBIOKBRS 

ROAD-BED AND.TRACK. 

LiST TKAB. PRi 

Number of track sectlonR in Dakot& ; . . . 

Average length of sections, miles 

Average number of men in each section gang 

Number of new ties laid in track during tlie yeat in 

Average number of pew tiea per mile of road 

New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota — i 

Hew rails laid in track during the year in Dakota — M 

Total track laid witb new raiU during tbe year in 

kola, miles. 

What is the average number of years that Iron rails last in j 

track on main Ime in Dakotaf 
What is the average number of years that iron rails last in j 

track on branches in Dakota? 
What is tbe average number of years Ihat steel rails last in j 

track on main line in Dakota? 
What 18 the average number of years that steel rails last in j 

.track on branches in Dakota! 
What is tbe average number of years that ties last in your ti 

la Dakota? 



CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 

What railroads crosses your road at grade, and at what local 
What railroads cross your road, either over or under, and atn 

locality? 

Number of highway crossings at grade 

Number of highway crossings at which there are flagmen 

Number ot highway crossings over railroad 

Number of highway crossings under railroad 

Number of highway bridges 18 feet above track 

Number of highway bridges leas than IS feet above track 



FENCING IN DAKOTA. 



PREMONT, ELKHORN & MISSOURI VALLEY RV ( 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Number of locomotives IB 

Number oF pasBenger cars 13 

Number of bagsage. mail andexpretu cars.. A 

Number of bOK freight cars ' 400 

Number of stock cars IflO I 

Number of platform and coal carp 100 1 

Number of otber cars 

Total number of cars 707 

Maximum weight of locomotives and tenders, tons 

Average weight of locomotives and tenders 

Number of locomotives equipped with train brake 

Kind of brake? Wegtinghouse air brake 

Maximum weight of pasaen^r cars, tons 

Average weight of passenger cars 

Number of cars equipped with train brake 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse airbrake 

Number of passenger cars equipped with Miller platform a: 

The amount of tonnage that can be carried over each of yo 
roads in the Territory exclusive of cars, by an engine of givt 
weight. Weight of engine 43; tone 



MILEAGE. TRAFFIC. ETC. 



LAST TBAIL FRB31 

Miles run by passenger trains during the year 
Miles run by freight trains during the year. . 
Miles run by switching trains during the 

year 

Miles run by other trains during the year 

Total train mileage 

CABa AND WEIGHT OF TRAINS. 

Average number of cars in passenger trains. . 
Average weight of passenger trains, exclusive 

of passengers, pounds 

Average number of cars In freight trains 

Average weight of freight trains exclusive of 
freight 

FABSEKQER TRAFFIC. 

Number of through passengers carried...... 

Number of local passengsrs carried 

Number of special ticket passengers carried. 

Total number of passengers carried 



SM REPOHT OF RAILROAD COMMISSI ONERS. 

LUT IKAR. PRl 

Total pHSseiiger mileage, or pnssengers car- 

Average distance traveled by eftrh passenger. 

Average amount received from each passen- 
ger 9 . 

Highest rate of fare per mile fur anydiatanee .04 
Lowest rate of fare per mile for any distance ,0333 
Average rate of fare per mile for all passen- 
gers 0383 

Number of tuns of tlirongb freight cHrried. . . 28fl,t26 

Number of tons of loral freight earried 75,893 

Total H)n8 of freight carried 308,018 

Total mileage of througli freight (tons car- 
ried one mile) fl2,3B8,.16B 

Total mileage of local freight (tons carried 
one mile) 15.574,400 

Total freight mileage, or tons carried 1 mile., 77.972,968 

Average rate per ton (ler mile received for 
through freight I 0,0185 

Average rate iier ton per mile received for 
local freight 0;i8B 

Average rate per ton per mile received for all 
freight 0.017 

Average cost per ton per mile to move freight, 
No data. 

Percentage of freight originating at. and car- 
ried to stations in Daliota, to total freight 
carried in Dakota. (This should not in- 
cUide fuel or any material for ilie use of 
the road. No data. 

CAK MtLEAOR. 

Numbers of miles run by loaded freight car» 

east and south 3,504,086 

> Number of nilles run by loaded freight cari 

west and north 7,378,081 

Number of miles nin )iv emptv freight cars 

east and south S.TM.ISS 

Number of mIteK nin by empty freight cars 

west and north 583.6IH 

Total freiglit car mileage 19.271.033 

Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
east and soutli to alt freight cars hauled 
east and south 08.78 

Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
west and north to all freight cars hauled 
west and north ; 7,33 



FREMONT, ELKHOBN & MISSOURI VALLEY R 
SPEED OF TRAINS IN DAKOTA, 

l8T TEAR. PH 

Rate of speed of p&nsenger trains, incUidlng 
Rnte of speed of freight trainR. including 

TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED 

Tons. Percent, To 

Grain fl( 

Rour « 

Provisions (beef. pork, lard etc.). . . 1 

« ADlmals 40 

Other agricultural products. fl 

Lumber-and forest products lOn 

Coal M 

Plaster, lime and cement 1 

Salt 2 

Petroleum and oil I 

Iron. Hteel, and castings 2'i 

Stone and brick 4 

Merrhanilise, and otiier articles not 

enumerated above fifl 

Total tons carried 38S 



Grain 

Flour 

PriivUions (beef, pork, lard, etc.).. 

Animals 

Other agricultural products 

Lumber and forest products 

Coal 

Plaster, lime and cement 

Salt 

Petrolenm and oil 

Iron, steel and castings 

Stone and brick 

Hercbanise, and other articles not 
enumerated above 



Total tons carried. . 



252 REPORT OP RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

EXPRESS COMPANIES. 

What express companies run on your road, and on what terms, and 
^ what conditions as to rates, etc. ; what kind of business is done by them, 
and do you take their freights at the depot, or at the office of such express 
company? Wells, Fargo & Co. have tMe right to do express busmess 
over the line, paying various rates, depending upon weight carried and 
space in car occupied. They deliver their freight into this company's 
cars, 

SLEEPING-CARS. 

Do sleeping, parlor or dining cars run on your road, and if so, on what 
terms do they run, by whom are they owned, and what charges are 
made in addition to regular passenger rates? None in Dakota. 
What is the total amount paid by your company to palace or sleeping-car 
' companies, to what companies, and the amount paid to each? Please 
state fully the arrangement by which these cars run on your road, the 
•terms, and who receives the earnings? Nothing in Dakota. 

UNITED STATES MAIL IN DAKOTA. 

< .. . 

What is the compensation paid you by the U. S. Government for the 
' transportation of its mails on your road in Dakota, and on what terms 

of service ? Not yet fixed. 
What amount have you paid for receiving and delivering mail to and from 

stations on your road in Dakota? Not kept separate. 

TELEGRAPH. 

How many miles of telegraph are owned by your company in Dakota 

See answer to next. 
What other company, if any, owns a line of telegraph onyour right of 

wav in Dakota, ana how many miles do each own? The Western Union 
* Telegraph Co. and this company jointly have about 87 miles in Dakota. 

LANDS— CONGRESSIONAL GRANTS. 

None in Dakota. 



TREMONT, ELKHORN & MISSOURI VALLEY R'TC( 

REPORT OP ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA DURING THE 
ENDING JUNE 30. 1886. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS 



SUMMARY OP ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA, 



OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY. WITH LOCATION OF 01 

Pretidenl—i/l&Tvm Hu^itt, Chicago, III. 

Fwe-iV««a«i(— Albert Keep, Chicago, 111. 

SeerOary—J. B. Redfield, Chicago, 111. 

TVwwurw— M. M. Kirkman. Chicago, 111. 

Oen^al Maiuiger—'W . F. Fitch, Mo. Valley, Iowa, 

Oenm-al Superintendent— C. M. Lawler, Mo. Valley. Iowa. 

Aititlanl and IHmtion SuperiTitendenla—'E.. T. Horn, Norfoll 

■Wm. C. Halsey, Cbadron, Neb. 
Chi^ Engineer — J. C. Ainsworth, Mo. Valley, Iowa. 
Aud&>r—S. B. Redfield, Chicago, 111. 

Oeneral Pasienger Agent— J. R. Buchanan, Mo. Valley, Iowa. 
General Freight Agent— K. C. Moorehouse, Mo. Valley, Iowa. 
General AOorney — John B. Hawley, Fremont, Neb. 



DlRBCTona, H\HE AND rOST OFFICE ASSBB8B. 

HaTvin Hughitt. Chicago. 111. 

Albert Keep, Chicago, III. 

M. L. SykeB. New York, N. Y. 

J. B. Redfield, Chicago, 111. 

P, E. Hall, Cedar Rapidg, Iowa. 

Horace WilliamB, Clinton, Iowa. 

David P, Kimball, Boaton, Mass. 



tucbholderB, Friday Bucceedi) 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONEB 



Marvin Hugbitt President and J B Redfl«ld SeirPlai 
moDt. Elkhora & Missimn Vallej Railway Cnrnpari bei 
depose and saj that they have caused the foregoinK si 
prepared by tlie proper officers and a^entK of , , . 

and having mrerullv examined the same declm e them to be a 
true, full and correct stutemenl of the condition mid ifTairs of sRid com- 
pany on the thirtieth daj of June A D 1886 lu tilt best of their knowl- 
edge and belief 

[Signed] M- HLUHITT. 

J. B. REDFIELD. 

Subscribed and sworn lo before me, this 9th day of August, A, D. 
1886, 

[L, 8] 



Received and Died in the office of the Commissioner)- or Knilroads. tbti 
29th day of August. A- D, 1886. 

I E. WEST, Secrelary. 



REPORT 



OF THE 



NOBTHERN PAOIHO RAILROAD OOMPANI. 

FOR THE YEAB ENDING JUNE 30TH, 1886. 



CAPITAL STOCK. 

LAST YEAR PRESENT TEAR. 

( Amount authorized by articles of associa- J . 

$100,000,000.00-] tion : - UlOO, 000,000. 00 

( Amount authorized by vote of company \ 

49,000,000.00 Amount of common stock issued 49,000,009.00 

51,000,000.00 Amount of preferreo stock issued, and con- 
dition of preferment 51,000,000.00 

Eight per cent, preference over common 
stock. 

i«,«»«f ..»f ,*u..H^.,.r J Common 49,000.000.00 

Amount outstanding j p^^f eiTed 88;058,310.99 



Total amount outstanding as per books of the 

company I 87,058,310.99 

Amount preferred stock canceled by land 

sales 12,941,689.01 

Amount of stock per mile of road f 43,304.44 

Amount of stock representing the road in Da- 
kota 16,()03, 770.37 

Amount of stock held in Dakota Not known. 

Total number of stockholders, about 5,000 

Number of stockholders in Dakota Not known. 



256 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMI8SIONE 

DEBT. 

LAST TEAR. I 

Funded debt as follows: 
f 43,403.000.00 First mortgage bonds due January 1, IVil 

rate of interest Sper cent 

Amount of interest paid on 

same during the year $3,604,»8U.34 

18.857,000.00 Second mortgage bonds due December 1, 

1933, rate of interest 6 per cent 18,»57,000.00 

Amount of interest paid on 

same during the year 11,131,420.00 

8,340,000,00 Pendd' Oreille hondsdue September 1, IblO, 

rate of interest 6 per cent 3,170,000.00 

Amount of interest paid on 

same during the year 9 l»l,84(t.33 

3,233,500.00 Hissouri division mortgage bonds due 

May 1, lfll«, rate of inl«rest U per cent. .. 2.181,500.00 
Amount of interest paid on 
same during the year t 133,390,51 

$ 67,783,500.00 Total amount of funded debt 9 118.336,500.00 

Floating debt: 
9,441,165.45 Total amount of floating debt, including 
dividend certificates, interest on bondsand 

book accounts 10.010,013.38 

9 77.174,665,45 Total amount of debt liabilities | 78,246.513.38 

38,602.77 Amount of debt per miie of road. 138,022.50 
. 14,514,641.52 Amount of debt representing the road in 

Dakota 878.8-2057,9 14,383,913.70 

■ 64,785,349.77 Total amount of stock and debt 165,304,824.37 

83.425.59 Amount of stock and debt per 

mile of road 980,326.95 

Cannot state. Amount of interest paid representing the 

road in Dakota Cannot state. 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 



COST OF ROAD AND EQUIPMENT. 



COBSTRUCTION O 
LAST TEAR. 



ill! 



Grading 

Bridging and masonry 

Superatnict.ure, inclndins rails 

Land, land damages ana fences 

Passenger and freight stations, coal slieds, 

Engine houses, car sheds, and tum-tahlea. , . 
Macliine shops, Including mucliinery and 

Interest paid during construction, dlsoounts. 



r KEl-OKTED SKfABATELT. 

PKEBKNT IB AH. 



Engineering, agencies, salaries, and other e: 

fenses during construction 
other items charged to construction not S^SS 
sSflS. enumeraled above . -5—5 

g^ g Double track 

t Total expended for c> 

Cannot state. Average cost of construction per mile of 

road<3,057.9 miles) Cannot state. 

Cannot slate, •'roportion of c«st of construction for Da- 
kota Cannot stats. 



i|8. 



Hi 



COST OF EQUIPMENT. 



< eg.Mtt.OaO.U-l Total cost of road since reorganization ( 70,684,913 70 

' Average cost of road and equipment per mile 1 

(3.057.9 miles) I 6 

Proportion of cost of road and equipment e 

for Dakota ^ 

Average cost of road and equipment per mile-! c 

in Dakota (378.3 miles) ° 

Estimated present cash value of all your « 

Rroperty in the territory, not including Y 

ind grant ) 

■Koad only partly built by present owners. 



REPORT OF RAILROAD UOMMISSIONE 
PROPBHTY ACCOUNTS. 

(D CREDITS BY WHICH T 



< 4,355,591.85 



15,680.79 Grading ^ „.., - 

3.346.04 Bridging and masonry 337.5W.76 

7,212.17 Superstructure, including rails 338.858.3:i 

8,153.39 Land, land damages and fences 7,901,98 

ll;441.55 Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds 

and water stations 34,177.09 

8,S76.74 Engine houses,car sheds. lumtHhlesand shops 2,978.77 

Machinery and tools. Sold t 8,018.87 

15,071.87 Engineenng, agencies, salaries and other 

expenses during construe I ion 341,386.21 

Purchase of other roads (specifying SBme)t<iid 

all particulars 1,335,803.35 

J9, 470.80 Interest, discount, etc 

I proceeds of sale N. P. & Cascade R'y 
and N. P. & Pnget Sound Shore R'y. ... 

Totai'for construction *» 1,385,803.88 

EQUIPMENT. 

LocomotiTes No. 5. Sold, .f 305.79 

New snow flan^TS $ 1,008.37 

Passenger, mail, baggage and 
express cars 4,435. 88 

Parlor, dining, and sleeping cars 
and bu8ine»!S car. . .No. 1, sold 5,994.15 

Freight and other cars. 98 pur- 
chased, 135 sold or destroyed. 
No. 37 74,034-55. 

Steamboats, No. 3. Sold.. 49,333.31 

Total for equipment | 38,054,05 

Any other expenditures charged to property 
account ¥ 360,130.13 

Total expenditures charged to property ac- 
count '.....% 1.510,986.43 

Amount the capital has been increased by 
stock or other dividends that is not repre- 
sented by actual increase of property — 
dividing surplus, or any other increase.', . , None, , 

Net addition to Property Account for the 
year .." 1,510.986.43 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 259 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

Earnings, passenger: 

From local passengers. $2,171,096.61 

From through passengers 567,426.18 

$ 2,935,436.05 From all passengers | 2,738,522.79 ' 

269,196.25 From express and baggage 272,986.68 

411,149.05 From mails 347,957.11 

61,419.80 From other sources passenger department. . 61,773.37 

$ 3,677,201.15 Total earnings, passenger department | 3.421.239.9 

Earnings per train mile run (2,250,456 
miles) $1,549 

Earnings, freight. 

From local $ 7,326,539.17 

From through. 755,226.91 

From other sources freight 
department 10,311.80 



$ 7,347,020.38 Total earnings freight department | 8.092,077.88 

Earnings per train mile run, (3,231,046 

miles,) $2.5a5 

11,024,221.53 Total transportation earnings. . ." 11,513,317.83 

Earnings per train mile run, from all trains 

earning revenue, 5,481,502 miles $2.13 

Earnings per mile of road operated (2,718 

miles,) $4,315.87 

^ 2,475,297.44 Proportion of earnings for Dakota 2,753,630.83 

o>y AQo 'yai Rents received for use of road ) qk no oq 

^7,4»^. m ^ j^gj^^g received for use of stations, etc. f * ' ^oM^.^6 

155,441.65 Car mileage. . . ..• 163,241.03 

27,003.68 Earnings from all other sources 18,855.41 

Elevator earnings , None. 

Telegraph earnings $ 18,855.41 



$ 11,234,149.62 Total earnings from all sources $ 11,730.527.20 

Proportion of earnings for Dakota, $2,753,- 
630.83. 



MO REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSION! 

EXPENSES OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR 1 

CLABB 1.— MAINTENANCE OP WAY AND BUILDING (CH ABO El 

EXPENSBB.) 
LAST TEAR. rRB8ENT TEAR. 

9 013.836,17 Repairs of ruaci bed and imck. including 
siiperiDtendence. repnlrs. bTid;i:e and 
track tools, and bridce and track wnlcb- 

men ". $ 870.133,09 

35,721,76 Renewal of mils and faNtenlnes 43,868,33 

No. tona laid, steel, l,699.1TOi-2a4t>, 

73,5»7,25 Renewal of ties n3, 750.00 

No. laid. 40S.8I2. 
I Renaira of bridges, includinicculvBrtsand ) 

lB0.fl50.80 i cattle-Kuards [ I7»,n(18,04 

( Repairs of fences, mad crossinji; and signs \ 
84,883.03 Repairs of bnildinfts. stniic.ns and water tanks 126. 173,86 

9 1.830.429.01 Total t 1,371,9W.»4 



VLASa a.— MAINTENANCE OF MOTIVE POWER AND CARS, 

9 381,654.91 Repairs oflocomotiveB f 386.431,81 

321.981,23 Repairs of passenger cars 381,819,24 

390,652,55 Repairs ot freigbt cars 455,288,94 

I 1,074,388.69 Total « 1.123,037.99 

CI.ABB 3,— CONOrCTINQ TRANSPORTATION 

f 951,083,28 Fuelfor locomotives f 802,554,22 

81,411.70 Water supply 96.879,45 

36,345.16 Oil and waste and tallow 32.370,65 

522.516.69 Locomotive service 577.116,04 

I6,141,.'S8 Tran8ferboats,carfloiits, etc 31,030.27 

I.'i9,8a5.30 Passenger train service ... 157,040.73 

19,328.73 Mileage of passenKer cars 12,A4O,60 

280,575,09 Freight Irain service ;«W, 447,36 

17,813.37 Mileage of freighl cars 36,869.1,1 

140.019,37 Telcgrapii expenses (luainteuance and <>]>er- 

MlmK) 137.480.74 

99,811,.i3 Snow fences, and snow siieds and removal 

of ice and snow 68,363.45 

33,288.46 Damage and loss of freight and baggage 34.6T6.78 

33,379,.'>8 Damage to property and cjiHle 35,645.78 

14,904.90 Personal injuries 84,643.03 

16,.583.g6 Wrecking 11,408.68 

480.006.70 Agents and station service and station ex- 

penses 443,161,93 

% 2,851,843,85 Total | 3.756,479.79 



NORTHERN PACIi'IC RAILROAD COMPANY. 2ftl 

CLASS 4.— GENERATi EXPENSES. 
IfAST TEAR. PRESENT YEAR 

$ 311,208.44 Salaries of geueral officers and clerks and 

« general agents I 384,933.90 

30,566.69 Legal expenses 28.593.13 

90,108.40 Insurance and losses by fire 95,374,50 

50,346.90 Stationery and printiYig 40,912.45 

103,404.37 Outside agencies and advertising 104,328.85 

133,704.13 Contingencies, miscellaneous and general 

office expenses 113.843.03 

_^^3^) "^rn'^thePa S867:?9 ( Total taxes. 286.963.87 

$ 949.739.41 Total.; $ 904,747.71 



RECAPITULATION OF EXPENSES. 

$ 1.320 429.01 Maintenance of way and buildings | 1.371,998.34 

1,074,288.69 Maintenance of motive power and cars 1,123,037.99 

2,851,843.85 Conducting transportation 3,756,479.70 

949,739.41 General expenses, including taxes 904,747.71 

$ 6,196,300.96 Total operating expenses and taxes $ 6,156,263.74 

2,482.79 Operating expenses and taxes per mile of 

road operated (2,718 miles), f 2,265 

1.26 6-10 Operating expenses and taxes per train 
mile run, for trains earning revenue, (5,- 
481,502 miles), |1.123. 
1,529,601.94 Proportion of operating expenses and taxes 

for Dakota $ 1,485,937.13 

3,267,431.39 Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains 3,133,641.81 

1.1035 Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains, per train mile 94 8-10 cents. 

3,686,369.08 Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains. 3.786,658.06 

1.3989 Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains, per train mile.' 1.17 3-10 

1*317 Expenses of running and management of all 

trains earning revenue 1 .08 

53 Percentage of operating expenses and taxes 
to earnings, 50.46. 



863 REPORT OP RAILROAD COMMISSIONEI 

GENERAL EXHIBIT. 

$ 11,334.148.63 Total earnings 1 

19^.333.78 H intereat and dividendN. Qmi. Int. Adj. of 

6,198.300.96 Total expenses, inciurtingiiixes! !!','. .!!'.'.'.! 
5,331,071.44 Net earDin)^, leas operatinj; exiiensee and 

S81. 144.44 Rentals, specifying amimnt pnid to each 
company; 

St. Paul&Nor. Psc » *'M.640.04 

C. St. P. M. & O. Rv- . . 3.089.-18 

St. P. M. &M. R'y.' 31.434.38 

Minn. Union R'v 44,833.40 

N. P. Terminal' Co 67,753.00 

Depreciation on transfer steamer No. 1 

charged to income account 

4,133,948.88 Interest on funded debt, including dividend 

certiflcatea 

4.133.S48.98 Interest on funded debt 

333,154.16 Amonnt guantnteod branch nmd companies 

nO.375.84 Sinking lunda 

31,488,16 Terminal expenses, Portiimd 

Intereat falling due during the year and not 

Said. None, if called for. 
ance for the year 

Balance at the commencement of the year. . 

I 91,858.86 Balance at the close of the year, Jniie :)0, 
188S I 



INCOME ACCOUNT. 

I 11,334,148.03 Income from earninga $ 

136,886,50 Income from atock owneil of couueuliuB or 

other roads and companiea 

5,066.66 Income from bonds owned of connecting or 

other roads 

11.764.43 Income from bonds held of your own road. 

dividend certificates 

49,405.19 Income from other sources 

I 11.437,373.40 Total income from all sources for the year, f 



KOBTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA 

GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 

i 11.427,373.40 Total incrtme 

e.l9a..W0.06 Total operating; expeiisHs and tuxes 

5.291,071.44 Net income above operating expenses an 

91,9rifl.8fl Net income above operating expenses, taxc 
Interest and rentals, interest guarantee 
branch roads, sinking fnnds and termini 

expenses, Portland 

Gross income per train mile run. (5.48l,i)( 
' miles) 93.30. 
Net income per train mile run <5,481..'K 

miles) $0.0308. 
Percentage of net income to stock and del 

lo.oooes.'i. 



Kailroad, telegraph, equipment and lands | 

Sundry stocks and bonds 

Cash in hands of trustees, applicable only to retirement 
of bonds 

Trustee, sinking fund, Missouri Div, bomls 

Trustee, sinking fund, Pend d' Oreille Diy. bond^ 

Trustee, general first mortgage. bonds 

Accounts receivable 

General supplies on hand 

Deferred payments on land sales 

Applicable to retirement of 

Preferred stock $ 1,259,065.46 

"■ ■[ Div, bonds 360,845.16 



REPORT OP RAILROAD COM MISS I ONERS. 



Cftpitftl stock: 

Commoa I 40.000.1)00.00 

Preferred 9 51,000,000.00 

Ije»s cancelled by 

land salen 12,041,680.01 38, 0.18. RIO. OS 

9 87,0 

Funded debt: 

Gen. first mortgage bonds i 4.1,038,000.00 

Less in hands ol treasurer 1,000.000.00 



Pendd' Oreille Div.Mtg. bonds 3,170.000.00 

Missouri Div. Mig. bonds 2,181.500.00 

Dividend certificates 4,840,821.30 

Interest on funded debt: 

Dne for poupona not present-ed $ 60,397.53 

Accrued to dale not due 1.813,904.26 

1,882,301.79 

Bills payable 883,824.08 

Accounts payable 2,603.066.31 

Sales of land covered by general first mort- • 

^age. less expenses 1.256,976.18 

Earniugs iavested in equipment 2,205,139.20 

Accumulated sinting funas: 

" .$ 531,600.06 

49,26.5.05 
47,339.29 

618.104.40 

Profit and loss 303.159,61 

Total 1 189,588,383.86 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPi 
DESCRIPTION OF ROAD. 



r VBAR. 



Length main line of road from Ashland to Ws! 

T.. and Portland, Ore 

length main lEoe In Dakota 

In WisconBin ... 

In Hinoesota 

In Montana 

In Idaho 

In Waaliinglon , . , 

In Oregon 

Length of double track on main line.. 

Same in Dakota 

Branches owned by this company 

.N. P. Junction to Duluth 

- Superior to Duluth 

Puyail^ to Stuck 

South Prairie to Wilkeson and Carbonado 

Total length of branches owned by thU compai 

Id Wisconsin 

In Minnesota 

In Washington 

Total length ol road belonging to this company 
Total length of road belonging to this company 
Aggregate lengtli of sidings and other tracks n 

enumerated 

Same in Dakota i 

Aggregate length of track, computed as single ti 

cTiisire of sidings 

Same in Dak<ita , 

Total length of steel rails in tracks in Dakota, « 

of sidings 

Total length of iron rails in tracks in Dakota. ( 

of sidings 

Weights per yard, steel. .W lbs. 
Weights per yard, iron, 56 lbs. 
Guage of track 4 feet 8^ inches. 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMUlSBIONJ 



LABT TBAS. 

liame, deBcription andlen^h of each: 

Little Falls & Dakota R'y 

N. P. F. & Black Hills RV 117.1 

Fargo & 80, Western R'y 8T.4 

Sanborn, C, & T. Mln. R'y 36.5 

Jamestown ft Nor. R'y 103,5 

James River Valley R'y 4B.0 

Rocky Mtn. R'y of M.T 31.7 

Helena * Jeff. Co, R'v 30.1 

9i. P. &N. P. R'y 143.3 

Total length of above roads .■ 6W.4 

Total length of above roads in Dakota 317 5 

• 'Total length of above roads in other states (Bpeclfyiug 

In Montana 71.8 

In Minnesota 306.1 

Total mites of road operated by this coiuiiauy Z.TK.W 

Total miles of road operated by thia company in Dakota 693.2 



STATIONS. 

355 Number of stations on all roads owned and operated by 

this company 

99 Same in Dakota 

Number of telegraph offices in stations in Dakota 



EMPLOYES. 

4,500 Number of persona regularly employed on 

all roads operated by this company, about 5,375 

Same In Dakota, about 1,055 

t 4,468.881,73 Amount paid employes, including ulHciuls, 
on all roads operated by this company in- 
cluding land and construction departmentf 4,043,445,44 
Same in Dakota, about 730,000,00 



BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. 

:o. Areregate No. AggregtM 

- Ilengtli— tt. length— ft. 

8 961 Wooden truss bridges over 100 feet in length. . 1 413 

a 970 Combination bridges over 100 feet in length. , . 6 969.3 

1 1,443 Iron bridges over 100 feet in length 1 1,211.5 

MS 41.073 Wooden trestle and pile 9»7 58,388 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

AKCH CULVERTS AND VIADUCTS IN DAKOTA. 
LAST YBAS. PRE 

None, With 20 feet opening or more 

IS Less tbttQ 30 feet opening 



13 Timber. . 

None. Stone. . , . 



CATTLE -aUARDB, 

None. Number in Dakota 

RENEWAL OF BRIDOBS AND Cin. VERTS IK DAKOTA. 

600 Amount of trestle work replaced with earth dur- 
ing the year (lineal feet) 

None. Timber culverts replaced with stone 

None. Timber culverts replaced with sewerpipe 

None. Timber culverts replaced with timber 



BRIDGES BUILT WITHIN THE YEAR IN DAKO' 

Give the Bvera^ number of years the trestle and pile bridges 

on your road in Dakota. Sk years. 
Give the average number of years that wooden truss bridges laf 

your road in Dajiota. Ten to twelve years. 
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ROAD-BED AND TRACK. 

105 Number of track sections in Dakotn 

8.03 Average length of sections 

4 Average number of men in each section gang — '., . 
83.000 Number of new lies laid in track during the year in 

Dakota 

50 Average number of new ties per mile of road 

' None. New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota, iron 

( tons) miles 

New rails laiil in track during the year in Dakota, steel, 

(1.087 tons,) miles 

Total track laid with new rails during the year in Dako- 

What is the average number of years that Iron rails last in your 

track on branches in Dakota? Seven years. 
What is tbe aversge number of years that steel rails last In your 

track on main line in Dakota? Seven years. 
What is the average number of years that steel rails last in jrour 

track on branches in Dakota? Ten years. 
What is the average number of years tbat lies last in your track 
in Dakota? 

Tamarac. seven years. 
Pine, five years. 
Oak. nine years. 



CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 

WUat railroads cross your road at grade, and at what locality ? 
Fargo & Southern R'y at Fargo and Wahpeton. 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba R'y at Casselton, Pargo. Davenport 

and Sidney, 

Number of highway crossings at grade i 350 

Number of highway crossing at which there are flagmen. None, 

Number of highway crossings over railroad 1 

Number of highway crossings under railroad 9 

Number of highway bridges 18 feet above track 1 

Number of highway bridges less than IS feet above track.. None. 



FENCING IN DAKOTA. 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Number of locomotives 8( 

Number of passenger cars II 

Number of b&ggttge. mail and express vara > 

Number of parlor and. sleeping cars : 

Number of dining cars 

Number of boj fteight cars 5.11 

Number of stoiilc cars 9. 

Number of platform and coal cars 3,3) 

Number of other cars 1.1! 

Tola! number of cars 11,11 

Maximum weight of locomotives and tenders, tons 

Average weignt of locomotives and tenders, tons 

Number of locomotives equipped with train brake 

Kind of brake. Westinghouse air brake 

Maximum weight of passenger cars, tons , : . 

Average weight of passenger cars, tons 

Number of cars, equipj>ed with train brake 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse air brake 

Number of passenger cars equijjped with Miller platform and bul 
fer 

The amount of tonnjge that can he carried over each of ^ou 
toads in the Territory exclusive of cars, by an engine of give 
weight, weight of engine 40 ions; estimated at 400 tons. 



MILEAGE, TRAFFIC, ETC. 



r TEAR. PRESI 

3,0G4,73S Miles run by passenger trains during theyear 

2.838,017 Miles run by freight trains during the year. . 

351.203 Miles run by other trains during the year 

3,145,140 Total train mileage 



CARS AKD WEIGHT OF TRAINS, 

6.5 Average number of cars in passenger train. . 

214 Average weight of passenger trains, exclusive 

of passengers tons 

21.6 Average number of cars in freight trains 

245 Average weight of freight trains exclusive of 
freight tons 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

PA88KSOER TRAFFIC. 

15.4S4 Number of through pasBeD^erB ciLrried 

569,680 Numher of local passengers carried 

34.S44 Number special ucket passengers carried ,. . 

609,B88 Total number of passenKers carried 

84,861,801 Total passenger mileage, or passengers car- 

139 Average distance traveled by each passen- 
ger, milea 

f 4.6S Average amount received from each passen- 
ger , 

.0333 Average rate of fare per mile for all passeu- 
gera 



FREIGHT TRAFFIC. 
ABT TEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

43,832 Number of Ions of through freight carried . 47,316 

1,211,247 Number of tons of local freight carried.... 1.500,410 

1.356,879 Total Ions of freight carried .'. 1.547.626 

78,705,175 Total mileage of through freight {tons car- 
ried one mile) 81,948.188 

313,363.033 Total mileage of local freight (tons carried 

one mile) 399,»O7,7T0 

391,068,1B7 Total freight mileage, or tons carried 1 mile 481,855.936 

.01347 Average ral« per ton per mile received for 

through freight « .0087 

,01912 Average rate per ton per mile received for 

local freight .0188 

.0178 Average rale per ton per mile received for 

all freight .01669 

Average cost per ton per mile to move 

freight exclusive of fixed charges .0079 

Not kept. Percentage of freight originating at, and car- 
ried to stations in Dakota, to total freight 
carried in Dakota. (This should not in- 
clude fuel or any material for the use of 
the road.) Per cent 6J 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 



20.671,337 Numbers of miles n 

east and Boath 

23,719,136 Namber of miles run by loaded freight cars 

west and north 

10,211,869 Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

east and south 

«,710,aW Numbei' of miles run by empty freight care 

west and north 

63,313,172 Total freight car mileage 



83 Percentage of empty freight ci 
east and south to all freight c 
east and south 

33 Percentage of empty freight ce 
west and north to all freight c 
west and north 



SPEED OF TRAINS IN DAKOTA. 

,ale of speed of passenger trains, including 

StODS 

, including 



TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED. 

Tons. Per cent. Tons. F 

310.943 34.7 Grain 365.306 

3B.199 3.1 Flour 57,338 

8,556 .9 Provisions (beef, pork, lard etc.). . . 15,357 

79,433 6.3 Animals 84,394 

13,365 1.1 Other agricullnral products 33.369 

239,687 19.1 Lumber and forest products 312.182 

249,048 19.8 Coal 339,985 

9.777 .8 Plaster, lime and cement. 17,692 

5,191 .4 Salt Included in No. 8. 

9,061 .4 Petroleum and oil 10,499 

19.379 1.5 Iron, steel, and castings 34,796 

38,092 2.3 Stone and'brick.. 31,730 

35,811 2. Manufactures-articles shipped froin 

point of production 36,503 

218,349 17.4 Merchandise, and other articles not 

enumerated above '338,935 



1.356,879 100.00 Total tons caiTied . 



. 1,547,63 
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1»2,(M6 41.fi Grain aia.-tra 

11.328 3.5 Flour 16,075 

a,r)t ..i Pn-visioDs (beef, pork, lard. etc.). . 1,850 

4S.086 9.8 AoimalB 71,433 

2.757 .6 Other Hgriciiltural products 4.640 

68.911 14.9 Lumber and forest products 85,853 

48.87.) 9.4 Coal .*. . 73,018 

2.76.5 .6 Planer, lime and cement - 4.789 

881 .2 Salt Included In No. 8. 

2.260 .4 Petroleum and oil 3,866 

3.104 ,6 Iron, steel and caBtinjpj 4.845 

4,965 1.3 Stone and brick 5,736 

22,193 4.8 Manufactures-articles shipped from 

point of production 

■1)9,634 12.9 Hercbandise. and jther articles nut 
enumerated above . . 



461,601 100.00 Total li 



fn 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, 

EXPRESS COMPANIES. 

What express companies run on your road, and on what terms, and 
what conditions as to rates, etc. ; what kind of busftiess is done by them, 
and do you take their freights at the depot, or at the office of such express 
company? The Northern Pacific Express Co. runs over all lines oper- 
ated by this company, pays once and one-half first-class rates except in 
a few instances. They do a general express businesi^' and in all cases 
goods are delivered at stations, Wells, Fargo & Co.'s express also used 
the lines of this company, paying same rate as the Northern Pacific 
Express^ until July 1st, 1886, when the courts decided Wells, Fargo & 
Co. had no legal nght to occupy the line. 



SLEBPIN6:GAB8. 

Do sleeping, parlor or dining cars run on your road, and if so, on what 
terms do they run, by whom are they owned, and what charges are 
made in addition to regular passenger rates? Dining cars are owned 
by* Nor. Pac. R'y Co.; charge 75 cents per meal. Sleeping cars are 
owned by N. P. K'y Co. .and the Pullman Palace Car Co. jointly, the 
earnings and expenses being shared equally. Additional charge for 
use of sleeping cars varies from |1.50 to $15.00, according to distance. 

What is the total amount paid by your company to palace or sleeping-car 
companies, to what companies, and the amount paid to each? Please 
state fully the arrangement by which these cars run on your road, the 
terms, and who receives the earnings? Gross revenue to the company 
from sleeping cars $50,299.68. See answer to above. 



UNITED STATES MAIL IN DAKOTA. 

What is the compensation paid you by the U. S. Government for the 
transportation of its mails on your road in Dakota, and on what terms 
of service? 

Main line $182.63 per mile per annum. 
Wahpeton to Milnor, $42.75 per mile per annum. 
Jamestown to LaMoure, $42.75 per mile per annum. 
Fargo to LaMoure, $55.58 per mile per annum. 
Jamestown to Minnewaiikan, $42.75 per mile per annum. 
Sanborn to Cooperstown, $42.75,permile per annum. 
What amount have you paid for receiving and delivering mail to and from 
stations on your road in Dakota? $1,24^ for year. 



TELEGRAPH. 

How many miles of telegraph are owned by your company and Western 
Union jointly, in Dakota? 695.8. 

Whi^t other company, if any, owns a line of telegraph on your right of 
way in Dakota, and how many miles do each own? Telegraph line is 
owned by this company and Western Union Telegraph Co. jointly. 

18 
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LAMM— COHOBEaBIONAl, eKANTB IN DAKi 

State number of Kcres of land origiDally granted in aid 

your road by the U. S. About 9,500,000. 
State the number of acres of land your company ba 

from the CongreBsional grants. S,MT.3I8.63 r.ert. 
State the number nf ficreBj'et to Insure to your rompauj iium vniugicDD 

ional grants with indemnity for losses outside of terntory. About 5,- 
000,000. 
State the average price at which these lands have been sold or contracted 

by the company. 84.07. 
State Che number of acres sold. 3,613.614.01. 
State the amount unpaid on outstanding contracts. S1,1S1.413.46. 
State the amount expended in sale and management of lands. Cannot 

separate. 
State the amount of taxes paid on lands. Tax paid on gross earnings in 

lieu of all other taxation. 
State the amount realized from the sale of lands above the expenses incur- 
red in the management and taxes . Cannot separate in Dakota. 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA 



Aug. • K. Rjaa. tramp. 



„„. 


— ~'™ 


PLACE. 


DEirr. 


Sept. IS. 
Sept. SI. 


J-Hermaii, tromp. 

J. Cavanag-h. tramp. 

C. K, Sohnader, brakeman 


S5" 

Valley City 


Asleep on traok 

Intoxicated 

Attemp'dtob'rt 

Coupling. 


Out. 2. 


M. Colbert, eog. helper. 


Fargo. 


Struok by eng'f 


Oct. 30 




Faj-go- 


Coupling. 


Nov. 5. 




Bismarok. 


Attempfd to b'< 


Nov. e. 


H. Colbert, brakeman. 


Fargo. 


Deo. 15 
Deo. 18. 


H. Bo«e. laborer. 


Fargo, 


Riding OD Btepi 
of oar. Btruot 


Mch. 28 


C. F, CorbiQ. brakeman. 


Antelope. 

MlonoWkn 


Att'dtojurapot 
moving train 
Coupling, 


April 10 
May 30 
June 8 


T. McDonough, «Bo. man. 


Blue Oraga 
Menoken. 


Att'dtojumpot 
moving train 

Jumped from 
movioir train 

Fell from top ol 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OP ACCIDENTS. 



GAXJSBS OF AOGIDENT. 



KILUED. 



U 

to 

flu 



OD 

B 



2 



II7JURED. 



S2 

s 

00 



00 

o 






2 

J3 



CoUisions 

Coupling: Cars 

Falling from trains 

Getting: on and off trains. 

Miscellaneous 

Trespassers on track 

While intoxicared 

Total 



1 4 

..! 2 



1 11 



SUMMARY OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA. 



Number of persons killed during the year 

Number of persons injured during the year 

Number resulting from lack of caution; carelessness or misconduct 

Number of persons injured while intoxicated 

Number of trespassers on track, injured 



1 

14 

15 

2 
o 



OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY, WITH LOCATION OF OFFICES. 

President— Kob^vi Harris, New York. 
Vice-President— T. F. Oakes, St. Paul, Minn. 
Secretary — Samuel Wilkeson, N"ew York. 
Treasure— R. L. Belknap, New York. 
General Manager — T. F. Oakes. St. Paul, Minn. 
Asst. General Manager — J. T. Odell, St. Paul, Minn. 
Asst. Ge7ieral Manager — J. M. Buckley, Tacoma, W. T. 
07iief Engineer — Adna Anderson, St. t*aul, Minn. 
Superintendent of Telegraph — O. C. Greene, St. Paul, Minn 
General Auditor — J. A. Barker, St. Paul, Minn. 
General Passenger Agent — C. S. Fee, St. Paul, Minn. 
Trafflc Manager— J. M. Hannaford, St. Paul, Minn. 
General Counsel— Geo. Gray, New York. 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

DIRECTORS, NAME AND POST OFFICE ADDRSaS, 

Frederick Billings, Woodstock, Vt. 
BenjamJQ P. Cheney, Bostijn, Mass. 
Robert Harris. New York. 
John C. Bullitt, Philadelphia, Pa. 
John W. Ellis. New York. 
Thomas F. Cakes, St. Paul. Minn. 
August Belmont, New York. 
RoBwetl G. RolstJM, New York. 
J. L. StackjKiIe, Boston, Mass, 
Chas, B. Wright, Philadelphia. Pa. 
Johnston Livinston, New York. 



Dale of annual meeting of stockholders, third week in Septe 

Fiscal year of company ends, June 80th, 

General offices of company are located at St. Paul. Minn. 



Thos. F. Cakes, Vice-President anil General Manager, i 
Martin, .iasistant General Auditor of the Northern Pacific rai 
pany. being duly sworn.deposeandsay that they have caused thi 
statements to he prepared hy the proper officers and agents o 
pany, and having carefully examined the same dcclai'e thei 
true, full and correct statement of the condition and affairs ol 
pany on the thirtieth day of June, A. D. 1886, to the best of tl: 
edee and belief. 

[Signed} T. F. OAKE8. 

M. P. MARTII 



Subscribed and sworn to bsfoi's me, this 38th day of Aug 
1886. 

[L. a.] 



Received and filed in the office of the Commissioners of Rail 
mth day of August, A. D. IBSS. 

I. B. WEST, i 



ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & HAN) 

RAILWAY COMPANY, 

FOR TBB YEAR £»DING JDNB 30, 181 



CAPITAL STOCK. 

120,000,000.00 Amount autborlzed by Artlclea 

of Association $30,000,1 

20,000,000.00 Amount authorized by vote of the c 

pany «30,0(KI.OO 

30,000.000.00 Amount isBued, number of shareB 300, 

amount paid in 

30,000.000.00 Amount of common stock issued 

None. Amount of preferred atock issued, and i 
ditions of preferment 

$ 20.000,000.00 Total amount paid iu as per books of 

Company 

I 18,596.08 Amount of stock per mile Of road »ia,34 
6,094,300.00 Amount of stock representing 

the road in DakoU 96,r7O,O0 
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DEBT. 

LAST TEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

Funded debt as follows: 

366,000.00 First Mortgage bonds St. P. & Pacific 
due July 1, 1892, rate of interest 7 per 

cent 366,000.00 

Interest paid on same during 

year •. . . . $25,620.00 

5,350,000.00 First mortgage bonds, due July 1, 1909, rate 

of interest, 7 per cent 5.250,000.00 

Interest paid on same during 

year.. $871,000.00 

8,000,000.00 Second Mortgage bonds, due Oct. 1, 1909, 

rate of interest 6 per cent $8,000,000.00 

Amount of interest paid on 

same during the year $ 489,000.00 

5,676,000.00 Dakota Extension bonds, due Nov. 1, 1910. 

rate of interest, 6 per cent 5,676,000.00 

Interest paid on same during 

, year $340,560.00 

13,044,000.00 Consolidated Mortgage bonds, due July 1, 

1933, rate of interest 6 per cent * . . . . 13,044,000.00 

Interest paid on same during 
year 782,640.00 



% 32,436,000.00 Total amount of funded debt $32,386,000.00 



FLOATING DEBT. 



1 t 



• No floating debt. 

§ 32,436,000.00 Total amount of debt liabilities $ 32,336,000.00 

Amount of debt per mile of road $21,422,37 
17,550,853.56 Amount of debt representing the road in 

Dakota 10,945,736.00 

* 52,436,000.00 Total amount of stock and debt 52.386,000.00 

. 35,654.01 Amount of stock and debt 

per mile of road $ 34,672.23 



COST OF ROAD AND EQUIPMENT. 1 



CHARGES AND CREDITS BY WHICH THE CAPITAL AND DEBT HAYB BEEN 

INCREASED DURING THE YEAR. 

Cannot state. 
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COST OF EQUIPMENT. 

X.A8T YEAB. PRESENT YEAR, 

$ 50,629,180.33 Total cost of road and equipment 152,130,398.35 

34,425.46 Average cost of road and equipment per 

mile, 1,509.45 miles 34,536.08 

16,946,092.95 Proportion of cost of road and equipment 

for Dakota 17,646,189.84 

34.425.46 Average cost of road and equipment per 

mile inDakota, 511.13 miles 34,523. 7S 



PROPERTY ACCOUNTS. 

> 

CHAROBS AND CREDITS BY WHICH THE CAPITAL AND DEBT HAVE BlSEl^ 

INCREASED DURING THE YEAR. 

1,082,711.90 Total for construction 1,599,410.02 



EQUIPMENT. 

I 49,278.27 Total for equipment I 1,8Q8.00 

Total expenditures charged to property accH$ 1,601,218.02 
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ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. ^ 

IM8T IKAR. 1 

Earniiiuis Pasaenicer: 

I 1,395,787.33 Prom nil passengers 

96,S61.05 From express and b«^{«ge 

140,543.63 From mails , 

43,758.10 From o til er sou r<*s. pii!<:ienKer depanment. 41,914.50 

% 1,875,959.10 Total earninK^paaflengerttepartmeiit | 1,099,378.91 

1.35 Earnings per train mile nin 

<l,30l,n6mile8) | 1.41 

Earnings, freight: 

Prom tSrongh 15,587,384.43 

From other sources, Ereight 

depBrlmunt.' 348.71 

9 6,OtS,050.13 Total earnings, freight department { 5.587,138.14 

3.35 Earnings per train mile run 

(I..ie3,fl48 miles) ^ 3.58 

I 7,688,709.32 Total trannportation earnings. ' . . .| 7,386,907.05 

2.48 Earnings per train mile run from all trains 
earning revenue [3,768,759 miles] |2,64. 
9,340,85 Earnings per mile of road operated (l,50l),4-'> 
milesi *4,837..13. 

1.553,378.89 Proportion of earnings for Dakota l.,170.555.35 

Car mileage (credit balances) 39,000.10 

87,454.96 Enmings from all other sonrnes 9,ffiJ9.18 

$ 7.776,164.18 Total earnings from all sources » 7.331,736.31 

$ 1,555.773.10 Proportion of esmings for Dakota, fl.573. 



EXPENSES OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR THE YEAR. 

CLASS 1.— MAINTKtJ,*NCE OF WAY AND SUII.mNO (CHABOKD.TO OPERATDia 
EXPRNSKB.) 

• 586,953.54 Repairs of road-bed and trark $ 839,764.35 

183,790.97 Renewal of rails 518.094.35 

63,383.&'i Renewal of ties 03,386.97 

[No. laid 181,.W0,] 
57,353.44 Repairs of bridges, including culverts and 

cattle-guards 53,878.64 

14,468.43 Repairs of fences, roud-crussings, and signs 13,293.37 
43,594.09 Repairs of buildings, sections and water 

tanks 134.312.81 

$ 847,441,31 Total $1,471,039,89 
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CLASS 2.— MAINTENANCE OF MOTIVE POWER AND CARS. 
LAST TEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

$ 226,881.16 Repairs of locomotives $ 212,876.55 

89,191.34 Repairs of passenger cars 104,454.92 

253,296.57 Repairs of freight cars 239,527.89 

f 569,369.07 Total I 566,859.86 

CLASS 3. — CONDUCTING TRANSPORTATION. 

I 520,883.09 Fuel for locomotives $ 426,163,62 

43,055.40 Water supply 42,840.99 

21.549.84 Oil and waste 12,728,97 

294,832.90 Locomotive service 263,442,96 

192,832.10 Train service 179,535.84 

21,208.91 Train supplies 14,156 13 

23,153.22 Care, heating and lighting cars ' 13,573.a5 

5,054.81 Telegraph expenses (maintenance and oper- 
ating) 5,679.32 

4,030.27 Damage and loss of freight and baggage. . . 3,651.48 

8,798.93 Damages to property and cattle 9,042.42 

38,710.32 Personal injuries 25,437.25 

239,671.74 Agents and station service 212,788.02 

42,119.43 Station supplies 43,297.24 



tX 



1,455,900.66 Total I 1,252,867.59 



CLASS 4.— GENERAL EXPENSES. 

I 202,310.14 Salaries of general officers and clerks. ..... .| 206,489.56 

32,313.72 Legal expenses 48,626.44 

24,102.71 Insurance 17,362.42 

4,039.52 Stationery and printing 5,372.74 

43,675.76 Outside agencies and advertiseing 40,317.29 

36,565.84 Contingencies 59.978.26 

194,208.87 ] Taxes in Dakota. .$ 32,695.98 

/ In other States.. 147.552,42 Total taxes 180,248.40 

$ 537,216.56 Total I 558,395.11 
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RECAPITULATION OF EXPENSES. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

$ 947,441.31 Maintenance of way and buildings | 1,471,029.89 

569,369.07 Maintenance of motive power and cars 256,859.36 

1,455,900.66 Conducting transportation 1,252,387.59 

537,216.56 General expenses, including taxes 558,895.11 

- ■ ■■■■ -■■ I - 

I 3,509.927.60 Total operating expenses and taxes f 3,838,651.95 

Operating expenses and taxes per mile of 

road operated, 1.470,69 miles,[:l 2,610.03 

Operating expenses and taxes per train mile 

run, for trains earning revenue (2,768,759 

miles, $1.39. 

1,149,896.90 Proportion operating expenses and taxes 

for Dakota 1.284,796 «1 

42.64 Percentage of expenses* lo earnings, 52.43. 



GENERAL EXHIBIT. 

I 7,776,164.18 Total earnings $ 7,881,786.21 

8,500,927.60 Total expenses, including taxes 8,888,651.95 

4,266,236,58 Net earnings 3.488,084.26 

Rentals, specifying amount paid to each 
company, 

54,760.16 Minneapolis Union R'y Co $67,172.50 

25,343.a5 Northern Pacific, Fergus Palls & 

Black Hills R'y Co 9.555.00 

I 80.098.81 $78,727.51 

Interest accruing during the year 1,999,820.00 

1,980.280.00 Interest paid during the year 1,999,820.00 

1,980.280.00 Interest on funded debt 1,999,820.00 

1,980.280.00 Interest paid on funded debt. ; 1,999,820.00 

1,300.000.00 Dividends declared [6 per cent] 1,200,000.00 

1.052,240.21 Balance for the year. 454,380.84 

610,677.37 Balance at the commencement of the year, 1,662,917.68 

1,662,917.58 Balance at the close of the year, June 30, 1886.$ 2,117,297.92 



INCOME ACCOUNT. 

$ 7,776,164.18 Income from earnings 7,821,786.21 

181,292.95 Income from lands sold or leased during the 

year 360,114. 14 

66,283.63 Income from other sources 171,116.08 

$7,973,740.76 TotaUncome from all sources for the year. 7,842,966.48 

1,577,958.89 Proportion of income for Dakota. $1,615,- 

054,46. 
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GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 

LAST TEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

I 7,973,740.76 Total income I 7,842,966.43 

8,509.627.60 Total operating expenses and taxes 3,838,651.95 

4,463,813.16 Net income above operating expenses and 

taxes 4,004,314.48 

2,483,533.16 Net income above operating expenses, taxes, 

interest and rental 2,004,494.48 

2.58 Gross income per train mile run, (2,768,759 
miles, 12.84. 
.80 Net income per train mile run, 2,763,759 

miles, fO.78. 
4.7 Percentage of net income to stock and debt, 

3.8. 
4.9 Percentage of net income to cost of road and 
equipment, 8.8. 



SURPLUS. 

f 610,677.37 Surplus at the commencement of the year. . .$ 1.662,917.58 
1,662,917,58 Surplus at the close of the year 2,117,297.9$ 

f 5,600,00 Amount of its own stock owned by the com- 
pany ....' 5,600.00 

901,000.00 Amount of its own bonds owned by the 

company 901,000,00 
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GENERAL BALANCE SHEET AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS, 

JUNE 30, 1886. 



DEBIT. 



To" 



Railway equipment and lands 

Union Depot Stock 

Minnesota Transfer stock 

Minneapolis Union Railway stock 

Other properties and securities 

GENERAL ASSETS. 

St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway stock 

Due from a^rents 

Due from United States Postal department 

Advanced freight charges 

Camp Buplies 

General supplies 

Material, machinery department 

Material, Road department 

Stock of fuel, coal 

Stock of fuel, wood 

Due from other companies and individuals 

Bonds held for reserve fund— 

Todd County 

Consolidated Mortgra^re, this company 

Cash in hands of trustees, First Mortgage bonds 

Cash on hand 



Less Land Grant bonds redeemed. 



154,880,308.35 

$70,000.00 

72,788.74| 

750,000.00| 802,788.74 
2,460,008.69 



I 



$ 90,400.00 
901,000.00 



5,600.00 

28,252.25 

37,571.83 

6.345.73 

1,858.12 

4,991.07 

101,734.47 

104,895.74 

50,967.80 

12,858.69 

131,883.60 



981,400.00 

21,990.57 

610,374.09 



2,060,718.76 



60,273,914.44 
2,750,000.00 






157,523,914.44 
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GENERAL BALANCE SHEET AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS, 

JUNE 30, 1886. 




CREDIT. 



By 
Capital stock. 



FUNDED DEBT. 

First Mortgagre Bonds 

Less Land Grant bonds redeemed 

Balance 

Second Mortgrasre bo nds 

St. Paul & Pacific bonds 

Dakota Bxtension bonds 

Consolidated Mortgaj^re bonds 

Sinking Fund, applicable to redemption 

of First Mortgage Land Grant bonds. . 

Less Land Grant bonds redeemed 

Premium on land grant bonds 

Sinking Fund, Consolidated Mortgage 

bonds . . .• 

State tax, not yet due 

Accrued interest on bonds not yet due 

and payable 

Audited bills and vouchers unpaid 

Unpaid pay rolls 

Unpaid coupons due July 1, 1886 and 

prior 

Unpaid dividends 

Due other companies and indivlduHls. . . 
Fund for improvement and renewals. . . 

Fund for renewal ctf freight cars 

Balance to profit and loss, June 30, 1886. 
Balance to praflt and loss, June 90, 1886. 



f 8,000,000.00 
3,750,000.00 



5,250 000.00 

^,000,000.00 

:366,000.00 

5,676,000 00 

13,041,000.00 



3,750,000.00 
137,500.00 



$ 20,000,000.00 



33,3;%,000.00 



3,330,332.38 



2,887,500.00 



52,836,000.00 



412,832.23 



10,808.60 



• 




176.760.00 


249.734.49 


814,774.85 




247,152.04 




603.586.00 




892.50 




41,175.57 


1,707,580.96 


611,766.24 




77.896.00 


689,660.24 


1,662,917.58 




454,380.34 


2,117,297.92 



iCl 



$ 67,528.914.44 
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DESCRIPTION OF ROAD. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR 

Miles. Miles. 
806.72 Length main line of road from St. Paul to St. Vincent 

and Minneapolis to Neche 805 . 72 

155.68 Length main line in Dakota 155 .68 

650.04 In Minnesota 650.04 

25.94 Length of double track on main» line 28.44 

664.97 Branches owned by this company 70H.73 
Total length of branches owned bv this company 

336.58 In Dakota .' 355.45 

328.39 In Minnesota 348.28 

1,470.69 Total lepgth of road belonging to this company 1,509.45 

492.26 Total length of road belonging to this company in Dak. 511 .13 
203.13 Aggregate length of sidings and other tracks not above 

enumerated 219.49 

36.73 Same in Dakota , 42.31 

1,496.63 Aggregate length of track, computed as single track, ex- 
clusive of sidings 1,537.89 

, 492.25 Same in Dakota 511.13 

198.02 Total length of steel rails in tracks in Dakota, exclusive 284.53 

of sidings 284.53 

294.24 Total length of iron rails in tracks in Dakota, exclusive 

of sidings 226.60 

Weights per yard, steel, 56 lbs. 
Weights per yard, iron, 56 lbs. 
Guage of track 4 feet 8i inches. 



AOAD AND BRANCHES BELONGING TO OTHER COMPANIES, OPERATED BY 

THIS COMPANY UNDER LEASE OR CONTRACT,. 

None. • None. 

If anjr part of the road was first opened for operation 

during the past year, state the date: 
Aug. 10th and 31st, 1884, 

1,470.69 Total miles of road operated by this company i;509.45 

492.26 Total miles of road operated by this company in Dakota 511.13 



STATIONS. 

239 Number of stations on all roads owned by this company. 246 

77 Same in Dakota 81 

239 Number of stations on all roads operated by this company . 246 

77 Same in Dakota 81 

53 Number of telegraph offices in stations in Dakota 55 



EMPLOYES. 

Number of persons regularly employed on 

all roads operated by this company, 3,410 

rSame in Dakota, 1.154 

Amount paid employes, including officials, 

on all roads operated by this companv $ 1,951,525.67 

Same in Dakota "- 653,175.64 
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BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. 

LAST YEAR. . PRESENT YEAR. 

No. Agrgrregate' No. Aggregate 

length— ft. 'length— ft. 

2 694 Wooden truss bridges over 100 feet in length 2 694 

467 37,542 Wooden trestle and pile 471 39,098 



BRIDGES BUILT WITHIN THE YEAR IN DAKOTA. 



liOCATION. 


KIND. 


• 

MATERIAL. 


WHEN BUILT. 


« 
LENGTH— FBBT. 


West of Devils 
Lake. 


Pile. 


ffOOd. 


1866. 


1,566. 



ROAD-BED AND TRACK. 

77 Number of track sections in Dakota 77 

64 Average length of sections, miles 64 

3 Average number of men in each section gang 3 

18,177 Number of new ties laid in track during the year in Da- 
kota 53,030 

37 Average number of new ties per mile of road 103 

975 New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota — steel, 

11 [5,599tons] miles 63.6 

Total track laid with new rails during the year in Da- 
kota, miles 63.6 



CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 

What railroads crosses your road at grade, and at what locality? 

Northern Pacific R. R., at Casselton. 
Northern Pacific R, R., between Everest and Ripon. 
Fargo & Southwestern 'R. R., at Davenport. 
Fargo Southern R. R., at Wahpeton. 

What railroads cross your road, either over or under, and at what 
locality? None. 
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ROLLING STOCK. 

LAST TBAB. PRESENT YEAR. 

Leased. Owned. Total. 

Number of locomotives 301 201 

Number of passenger cars 97 97 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars 44 44 

Number of parlor and sleeping cars 22 22 

Number of box freight cars 3,502 3,502 

Number of stock cars 50 50 

Number of platform and coal cars 1,300 1,300 

Number of other cars 133 133 

Total number of cars 5,349 5,349 

Maximum weight of locomotives and tenders, tons 45.45 

Average weight of locomotives and tenders 36.74 

Number of locomotives equipped with train brake 50 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse automatic 

Number of Cars equipped with train brake 163 

Kind of brake? Westinghouse automatic 

Number of passenger cars equipped with Miller platform and 

buffer 163 

The amount of tonnage that catt be carried over each of your 

roads in the Territory exclusive of cars, by an engine of given 

weifirht. 
Load varies according to season and other conditions. 



MILEAGE. TRAFFIC. ETC. 



TRAIN MILEAGE. 



1,243,698 Miles run by passenger trains during the year 
1,852,862 Miles run by freight trains during the year. . 
1.117,401 Miles run by other trains during the year. . . . 



4,213,961 Total train mileage. 



1,211,116 
1,562,643 
1,548.068 



4,321.827 



CARS 'AND WEIGHT OF TRAINS. 

'4.67 Average number of cars in passenger trains. . 4.69 

22.04 Average number of cars in freight trains. ... 21.89 
221 Average weight of freight trains exclusive of 

freight, tons ^ *. 230 

PASSENGER TRAFFIC. 

1,193,991 Total number of passengers carried 1,801,007 

47,480,095 Total passenger mileage, or passengers car- 
ried one mile 58,454,511 

39.766 Average distance traveled by each passenger, 

miles 32.457 

$1. 16903 Average amount received from each passen- 
ger $0.79483 

0.0294 Average rate of fare per mile for all passen- 
gers , — , , ,0245 
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PKBIGHT TRAFFIC. 
LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

. 1,892,973 Total tons of freight caii-ied 1,831,790 

395,592,105 Total freight mileage, or tons carried 1 mile.. 374,985,532 
.0152 Average rate per ton per mile received for all 

freight 0.0149 

GAR MILEAGE. 

15,663,699 Number of miles run by loaded freight cars 

east and south 14,157,499 

12,025,439 Number of miles run by loaded freight cars 

west and north 12,108,738 

3,866,754 Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

east and south 2,864,044 

7,426,065 Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

west and north 5,701,049 



38,981,957 Total freight car mileage 34,201,330 

19.8 Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
east and south to all freight cars hauled 
east and south 16.8 

38.2 Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
west and north to all freight cars hauled 
west and north 29.5 



SPEED OF TRAINS IN DAKOTA. 

20 to 28 Rate'of speed of passenger trains, including 

stops, per hour 20 to 28 

10 to 15 Rate of speed of freight trains, including 

stops 10 to 15 



TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED. 

Tons. Per cent. Tons. Per cent. 

855,662 58.2 Grain 748,201 54.2 

43,947 3.0 Flour 58,016 4.2 

6,502 .4 Provisions (beef, pork, lard etc.). . . 5,380 .4 

16,179 1.1 Animals 21,126 1.5 

13,702 .9 Other agricultural products 19.889 1.5 

308,521 21 .0 Lumber and forest products 279,710 20.3 

38,118 2.6 Coal 44,295 • 3.2 

6,418 .5 Plaster, lime and cement 7,432 .6 

6,218 .5 Salt 6.016 .5 

Petroleum and oil 5,797 .4 

2,958 .2 Iron, steel, and castings 4,599 .3 

24,655 1.6 Stone and brick.. 29,155 2.1 

21,369 1.4 Manufactures-articles shipped from 

point of production 24,706 1.8 

126,724 8.6 Merchandise, and other articles not 

enumerated above 124,682 9.0 



1,470,973 100.0 Total tons carried 1,379,004 100.0 
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TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED WITHIN THE TERRI 

TORY OF DAKOTA. 



LA8TTEAB. 

Toni. Per cent. 



PRESENT TBAB. 
Tons. Per cent. 
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Grain 

Flour 

Provisions (beef, pork, lard, etc.). . 

Animals 

Other agricultural products 

Lumber and forest products 

Coal 

Plaster, lime and cement 

Salt 

Petroleum and oil 

Iron, steel and castings 

Stone and brick 

Manufactures-articles shipped from 

point of production 

Merchandii^e, and other articles not 

enumerated above 

Total tons carried 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. 



EXPRESS COMPANIES. 



What express companies run on your road, and on what terms, and what 
conditions as to rates, etc. ; what kind of business is done by them, and 
do you take their freights at the depot, or at the office of such express 
company? The American Express Company do a general express busi- 
ness; take freight from and deliver at cars. 



SLEEPING CARS. 

Do sleeping, parlor or dining cars run on your road, by whom are they 
owned, and what charges are made in addition to regular passenger 
rates? Sleeping cars owned and run by this company. Various rates 
acording to distance, etc. 

What is the total amount paid by your company to palace or sleeping-car 
companies, to what companies, and the amount paid to each? Please 
sta|e fully the arrangement by which these cars run on your road, the 
terms, and who receives the earnings. Nothing. 






UNITED STATES MAIL IN DAKOTA. 



What is the compensation paid you by the U. S. Government for the 
transportation of its mails on your road in Dakota, and on what terms of 
service? $43,221.36; subject to fines and deductions. Usual terms of 
service. 

What amount have you paid for receiving and delivering mail to and from 
stations on your road in Dakota? $610. 
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TELEGRAPH. 



How many miles of telegraph are owned by your company in Dakota? 

None. 
What other compan}^ if any, owns a line of telegraph on your right of 

way in Dakota, and how many miles do each own? Western Union 

Telegraph Company. 511.13^miles. 



LANDS — CONGRESSIONAL GRANT. 

State number of acres of land oriajinally granted in aid of construction of 
your road by the U. S., or by the Territory. 3,848.000. 

State the number of acres of land your company has already received from 
the Congressional grants. 3,803,376.84. 

State the number of acres yet to insure to your company from Con- 
gressional grants. 1,044,623.16. 

State the average price at which these lands have been sold or contracted 
by the company. $5.30. 

State the number of acres sold, for the year ending June 30th, 1886, 
68,560.63 

State the amount received from new sales,»f or the year ending June 30th , 
1886. 1^3,008.96. 

State the amount unpaid on outstanding contracts. $1,755,475.94. 

State the gross amount received from sales, contracts, forfeited contracts, 
etc., forthe year ending June 30th, 1886. $490,620.50. 

State the amount expended in sale and management of lands for year 
ending June 30th, 1886. $155,238.19. 

State the amount realized from the sale of lands above the expenses 
incurred in the management and taxes. $335,383.31 



REPORT OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA DURING THE YEAR 

ENDING JUNE 30, 1886. 



KILLED. 



DATS. 



NAME AND OCCUPATION. 



PLACE. 



CAUSE OP ACCI- 
DENT. 



CHARACTER OF 
INJURY. 



1886. 
Oct. 27. 

Nov. 18. 



Nicholas Solomon, laborer. 
John Krue. 



Amenia. 
Wahpeton. 



Fell f om hand car 
Walking on track 



Injured intern- 
ally. 
Instantly killed. 
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INJURED. 



DATE. 



NAME AND OCCUPATION. 



PLACE. 



CAUSE OF ACCI- 
DENT. 



CHARACTER OF 
INJURY. 



i8a5. 

July 17. 
Augr. 15. 
Sept. 19 
Oct. 1. 
Oct. 24. 

Oct. 27. 

1886, 
Mar. 15. 

May 21. 

May 25. 

June 2. 



■Jos. P. Haines, engineer. 
Chas. Bean, tramp. 
Wm. Milton, conductor. 
Philip Cody, tramp. 
Albert Whittier, laborer. 
W. G. Campbell, brakeman. 
Pat'k Griffin, sectionman. 
John O'Neale, boy. 
Ever Thompson, sect'n m'n 
A. Oleson, laborer. 



Walcot. 

Cummingrs. 

Colfax. 

north of 

Grandin. 
Hunter. 

Park River. 

Larimore. 

Buxton. 

Fargro. 

Lakota. 



Fell off engine. 
Stealing ride. 
Fell from train. 
Asleep on track. 
Jumping on tr*n. 
Coupling. 
Lifting rail. 
Coupling. 



Hurt in back. 

Leg cut off. 

Injury to head. 

One leg cut off. 

One foot injured 

Little finger 

broken. 
Fracture of 

wrist. 
Toes crushed. 



Caught between i Thumb crushe<f . 

rail and tie. 
Breaking rail. Leg broken. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 





KILLED. 


INJURED. 


CAUSES OF ACCIDENT. 


00 

d 

I 


t 

B 


2 


bs 

P 
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• 
00 

Si 

o 
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Collisions 














Coupling Cars 










1 
2 


1 


Falling from trains 




1 








Gettinar on and off trains 








1 


Highway crossinars 








r 




1 


8t<ealinfir rides 












1 


Miscellaneous 










2 


1 


Trespassers on track 






1 






While intoxicared 


























Total 




1 


1 




5 


5 



NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPAQ 
SUMMARY OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOl 

Number of persons killed during the year 

Number of persons Injured during the year 

Number resulting from lack- of caution; carelessness ur luie 
Number of tramps or others stealing aides killed or injure 
Number of trespassers on track. Injured.. . .' 

OFFICERS OP THE COMPANY, WITH LOCATION 

Prmdmt—5»s. i. Hill. St, Paul. 

VKf-Preiident—Soha 8. Kennedy, New York. 

tnd Vice-Preiidmt—^. D. Minot, St, Paul, 

Seeretarj/ — Edward Sawyer, 8t, Paul. 

3V<«»urw— Edward Sawyer, St. Paul. 

General Manager — A. ManTel. 8t, Paul. 

A»gl. General Manager— K. C, Ives, St.Paul, 

Aa»t. OeTteral Superijitendeni—E. B, Wakeman, St. Paul. 

IHmgion Saperintendeni*—^. B, Rice, St. Paul, W, S, 1 

A, Outnrie, BarneaTille, 
Chief nnffineej^-H. D, Miller, St, Paul, 
Auditor— %. 8. Breed, St, Paul, 
General Patieager Agent— C.'H. Warren, St, Paul, 
General Tragic Manager — W, 8. Alexander, St. Paul. 
Genial SoUcUor—B.. B. Galusha. St. Paul. 

DIItBiCTORa. HAHE AND FOET OFFICE ADDBBe 

James J. Hill, St. Paul. 

Oeoree Stephen, Montreal. ^f 

Donald A. Smith, Moutreal. 

John 8. Kennedy. New York, 

Samuel Thoroe, New York, 

D. Willis James, New York. 

H. D. Minot, St. Paul. 

Date of aunual meeting of stockholders, third Thursday 

Fiscal year of company ends, June 80th, . 

General offices of company are located at St, Paul, Min 
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STATE OP MINNESOTA, 
County op Ramsey. 



ss. 



A. Manvel, General Manager and Edward Sawyer, Secretary of the 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway Company, being 
duly sworn, depose and say that they have caused the foregoing 
statements to be prepared by the proper officers and agents of this com- 
pany, and having carefully examined the same declare them to be a 
true, full and correct statement of the condition and affairs of said com- 
pany on the thirtieth day of June, A. D. 1886, to the best of their knowl- 
edge and belief. 

[Signed] A. MANVEL. 

E. SAWYER. 



Subscribed and sworn to bsforeme, this 22th day of September A. D. 
1886. 

[l. 8.] SAML. J. REALS. 

Notary Public, Ramsey Co., Minn. 



WISCONSIN, MINNESOTA & PAOIFIO RAILWAY ( 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30th. 1886. 



CAPITAL STOCK. 

LABT TEAH. PKEBKNT 

I 30.000.000.00 Amount authorized by articles of asaodationf 30.00 

3,083,300.00 Amount of common stock issued 3,08 

3,065,000.00 Amount of preferreu stock issued, and con- 
dition of preferment 3,03 



Amount of stock per mile of road $ 24,981.35 

Amount of stock represen tins tlie road In Da- 
kota 962,163.12 

Amount of stock beld iu Dakota * None. 

Total number of stockholders 9 

Number of stockholders in Dakota None. 



m REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

DEBT. 

LA8T YEAB. PRESENT YEAR 

Funded debt as follows: 

$ 3,082,000.00 First Bonds due , rate of interest 6 

percent % 3,083,000.00 



Total amount of funded debt % 3,083,000.00 

Floating debt: 

Incurred for interest % 176,326.95 



% 3,082,000.00 Total amount of debt liabilities % 3,358,336.95 

Amount of debt per mile of road. $15,818.71 
Amount of debt representing the road in 

Dakota $609,080.33 

Total amount of stock and debt $ 8,396,536.95 

Amount of- stock and debt per 

mile of road $40,899.96 

Amount of interest paid representing the 

road in Dakota 34,637.53 



COST OF ROAD AND EQUIPMENT. ^ 

CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD AND BRANCHES NOT REPORTED SEPARATELY. 

704.34 Superstructure, including rails 

Passenger and freight stations, coal sheds, 

and wfiter stations $ 1,403.78 

334.19 Engine houses, car sheds, and turn-tables. . . 
8,330.300.00 All other items charged to construction not 

enumerated above 8,331,838.58 



$ 8,331,338.53 Total expended for construction $ 8,333,633.31 

Average* cost of construction per mile of 
road (305.6 miles) $ 39,993.30 

Proportion of cost of construction for Da- 
kota 1,539,743.50 



COST OF EQUIPMENT. 

None. None. 

Average cost of road and equipment per mile 
(305.'6 miles) $ 39,993.30 

Proportion of cost of road and equipment 
for Dakota 1,539,743.50 



WrSCOKSIN. MINNESOTA & PACIFIC RAILWAY C 
PROPERTY ACCOUNTS. 



Grading 

Bridging and mftsonry 

Superstructure. includiDg rails 

Land, land damages and fences 

PasBenger and freight stations, coal sheds 

and water stations $ 

En^ne houses, caraheds, and turn-tables. . . . 
Machine shops, including machinery and 

tools 

Engineering, agencies, salaries and other 

expenses during construction 

Purchase of other roads (specif yingsHme)and 

all particulars 



None. Total for construction I 



Total expenditures charged to property ai 



Property sold, or reduced in valuation 
the books, and credited property 
during the year, specifying same 

Net addition to Property Account 



SOO REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

LAST TEAR. PRSSBKT TBAB. 

Earnings, passenger: 
$ 27,602.96 From local passengers. . . / ^ . , , . ^p^^'t^ 
1,107.31 From through passengers f "" ^^ ^ ^^ *®P ^^® 

28,710.17 From all passengers $ 39,265.67 

5,199.27 From express and baggage 7,800.00 

7,743.86 From mails 10,436.78 

From other sources passenger department. . 2,243.00 

$ 41,653.32 Total earnings, passenger department $ 59.745.45 

77.1 Earnings per train mile run (109,474 

miles) 10.54-57 

Earnings, freight, 

14,860.80 From local 

123,292.45 From through 

% 138,153.25 Total earnings freight department $ 166,773.10 

1.03.8 Earnings per train mile run, (103,875 

miles, ) : $1 .60.55 

179,806.57 Total transportation earnings 226«518.55 

.97.23 Earnings per train mile run, from all trains 

earning revenue, 213,349 miles $1.06.95 4 

884.88 Earnings per mile of road operated (206.6 ' 

miles,) $1,096.41 

Proportion of earnings for Dakota 19,224.58 

1,077.48 Earnings from all other sources 

900.40 Telegraph earnings $ 1,667.28 1,667.28 

$ 181,784.46 Total earnings from all sources $ 228,185.88 

7,869.17 Proportion of earnings for Dakota, $19,- 
389.40. 



/.: 



WISCONSIN, MINNESOTA & PACIFIC RAILWAY CO. 801 

EXPENSES OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR THE YEAR. 

CLASS 1. — MAINTENANCE OF WAY AND BUILDING (CHAKGED TO OPERATING 

EXPENSES.) 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

f 37,898.03 Repairs of road-bed and track $ 52,420.48 

10.39 Renewal of rails 770.72 

No. tons laid, steel, 77. 

296.20 Renewal of ties 3,320.28 

No. laid, 8,231. 
1,146.71 Repairs of bridges, including culverts and 

cattle-guards 5,078.55 

744.66 Repairs of fences, road crossing and signs. . 1,858.17 

827.10 Repairs of buildings, sections and water tanks 3,174,31 

f 40,923.09 Total .' % 66.822.51 

CLASS 2. — MAINTENANCE OP MOTIVE POWER AND CARS. 

Repairs of locomotives $ 5,752.13 

f 295.68 Repairs of passenger cars 2,955.97 

3.38 Repairs of freight cars 5.408.95 

$ 299.06 Total $ 14,117.05 

CLASS 3. — CONDUCTING TRANSPORTATION 

$ 17,554.17 Fuel for locomotives % 22,823.69 

1,252.00 Water supply 1.809.99 

758.74 Oil and waste 1,617.20 

12,818.34 Locomotive service 17,178.79 

4.098.80 Passenger train service 4,539.78 

1,080.86 Passenger train supplies * 748.53 

Mileage of passenger cai-s 231.42 

5,109.60 Freight train service 6,498.55 

976.52 Freight train supplies 603.33 

3.674.81 Mileage of freight cars, debit balance 2,866.74 

5,943.15 Telegraph expenses (maintenance and oper- 
ating) 7,769.89 

39.65 Damage and loss of freight and baggage. . . . 13.00, 

70 00 Damage to property and (;attle 258. 10 

12,147.74 Personal injuries 550.56 

8,725.94 Agents and station service 11,450.70 

1,588.86 Station supplies 2,170.68 

$ 75,838.98 Total $ 81,130.95 
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» 

CLASS 4.— GENERAL EXPENSES. 
LAST YEAR. PRESENT YEAR. 

$ 5,815.61 Salaries of general officers and clerks $ 8,990-78 

1,034.13 Legal expenses 1.897.79 

1,348.72 Insurance 1,341.09 

1,289.86 Stationery and printing 2,523.58 

2,285.26 Outside agencies and advertising 3.877.14 

459.88 Contingencies 585.78 

157.36 j Taxes in Dakota,$ 317.12 ) m^. , . ^^„ ., ooi 07 

1.739.16] In other States, 2,066.95 f ^oiai taxes. ^.c504.u< 

$ 13.629.98 Total $ 21,600.23 



RECAPITULATION OF EXPENSES. 



f 40,923.09 Maintenance of way and buildings $ 66,622.51 

299.06 Maintenance of motive power and cars 14,117.05 

75,338.98 Conducting transportation 81.180.95 

13.629.98 General expenses, including taxes 21,600.23 

$ 130,691.11 Total operating expenses and taxes f 183,470.74 



i 



1 



I 635.96 Operating expenses and taxes per mile of 

road operated (206.6 miles), $888.04 

69.3 Operating expenses and taxes per train ' 
mile run, for trains earning revenue, 
(213,349 /niles), $1.86. 
25.120.42 Proportion of operating expenses and taxes 

for Dakota $ 33,081.18 

21,977.86 Expenses of running and management of 

passenger trains 

40.7 Expenses of running and management of 

passeViger trains, per train mile 

54,160.18 Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains 

40.7 Expenses of running and management of 

freight trains, per train mile 

76,138.04 Expenses of running and management of all 

trains earning revenue 

71.89 Percentage of operating expenses and taxes \ 

to earnings, 80.44. > 
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GENERAL EXHIBIT. 

LAST YEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

$ 181,784.47 Total earnings $ 238,ia5.83 

139,691.11 Total expenses, including taxes 188,470.74 

51.093.35 Net earnings ; 44,715.07 

Rentals, specifying amount paid to each 
company : 

M. & St. L. R*y $ 18,924.76 13,924.76 

19,006.07 

Interest accruing during the year 184,920.00 

Interest on.jfunded debt 184,920.00 

Balance for the year, deficit 154,129.67 

Balance at the commencement of the year. . 32,087.28 

f 32,087.28 Balance at th^ close of the year, June 30, 

1886, deficit $ 122,042.39 

INCOME ACCOUNT. 

$ 181,784.46 Income from earnings f 228,185.83 

$ 181,784.46 Total income from all sources for the year.f 228.185.83 

Proportion of income for Dakota, $19,389.40 



GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 

181,784.46 Total income ' 

130,691.11 Total operating expenses and taxes 

51,093,85 Net income above operating expenses and 

taxes 

32,087.28 Net income above operating expenses, taxes 

Interest and rentals 

Gross income per train mile run, (213,349 
miles) $1.06.95. 

Net income per train mile run ( 

miles) None. 
Percentage of net income to stock and debt 

None. 
Percentage of net income to cost of road 
and equipment. None. 



228,185.83 
183,470.74 

44,715.09 

None. 



SURPLUS. 



Surplus at the commencement of the year, .f 
Surphis at the close of the year , 



32,087.28 
None. 
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GENERAL BALANCE SHEET AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS 

JUNE 30, 1886. 

DFBIT 
LAST TEAK PRBSBKT TEAR. 

f 8,221,228.55 Construction account $ 222,632.31 

19,006.07 Rent of equipment 

31,058.75 Due from companies 51,782.35 

Income account deficit 122,112.39 

f 8.271,298.35 Total | 8,396,526.95 

CREDIT. 

$ 5,138,200.00 Capital stock $ 5,138,200.00 

3,082,000.00 Funded debt 3,082,000,00 

51,093.35 Income account 

Floating debt 176,326.95 

f 8,271,293.35 Total I 8,396,526.95 



t 



DESCRIPTION OF ROAD. 

Miles. MilM. 

84 Length main line of road from Red Win^ to Eagle Lake 84.1 

121.5 Mortens to Junction with B. C. R. & N 121.5 

39.5 Length main line in Dakota 38.5 

166. In Minnesota 167.1 

Length of double track on main line None. 

Same in Dakota None. 

Branches owned by this company None. 

205.5 Total length of road belonging to this company 205.6 

38.5 Total length of road belonging to this company in Dak. 38.5 
11.29 Aggregate length of sidings and other tracks not above 

enumerated . 11.8 

1.14 Same in Dakota 1.5 

205.5 Aggregate length of track, computed as single track, ex- 
clusive of sidings 205.6 

38.5 Same in Dakota 88.5 ] 

28.5 Total length of steel rails in tracks in Dakota, exclusive 

of sidings 38.5 

Total length of iron rails in tracks in Dakota, exclusive 

of sidings None. 

Weights per yard, steel, 60 lbs. 
Guage of track 4 feet 8^ inches. 



WIBCONSIN, MINNESOTA & PACIFIC RAILWA" 



Name, description auA length of eitcb : 

B.C. R. &N., Junction to Watertown 

Total length of above road i . 

Total len(^h of above road in Dakota 

Total miles of road operated by this company, . 
Total miles of road operated by this company in 



STATIONS. 

Number of stations on all roads owned and operati 

this company 

Same in Dakota 

Nnmberof stations on all roads operated by this 

Sameln Dakota 

Number of telegraph offices in stations in Dakota. . 



EMPLOYES. 

Number of persons regularly employed on 
all roads operated by this company, esti- 
mated 

Same in Dakota, estimated, 

Amount paid employes, including officials, 
on all roads operated by this company. 
Road is operated by M. & St, L. R'v, and 
employes are paid by that company. 

Same in Dakota. Road is operated byM, & 
St. L, R'y and employes are paid by that 
company. 



BRIDGES IN DAKOTA. 

No, Ageregate i 

lemtth— ft. 

Wooden truss bridges over 100 feet in length . . 
Combination bridges over 100 feet in length. . , 

Iron bridges over 100 feet in leneth 

as 3.338 Wooden trestle and pile 

Iron trestle. 



306 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 



LAST YEAR. 



BOX CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 

PRESENT YEAR. 

Timber 45 141 

Stone r None. 



CATTLE-GUARDS. 



None. 



Number in Dakota. 



None. 



RENEWAL OP BRIDGES AND CULVERTS IN DAKOTA. 



Amount of timber used in renewals of wooden ^ 
bridges during the year (feet B. M.) 

Amount of trestle work replaced with earth dur- 
ing the year (lineal feet) y None. 

Timber culverts replaced with stone 

Timber culverts replaced with sewer pipe 

Timber culverts replaced with timber 



BRIDGES BUILT WITHIN THE YEAR IN DAKOTA. 
None. 

Give the average number of years the trestle and pile bridges last 

on your road in Dakota, llone have been in use long enough to 

form an estimate. 
Give the average number of years that wooden truss bridges last on 

your road in Dakota. None have been in use long enough to 

form an estimate. 



ROAD-BED AND TRACK 



5.5 Number of track sections in Dakota 5.5 

5.62 Average length of sections 5.62 

4.6 Average number of men in each section gang 4.6 

• Number of new ties laid in track during the year in 

Dakota 821 

Average number of new ties per mile of road 22 

New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota, iron 

( tons) miles None. 

New rails laid in track during the year in Dakota, steel, 

( tons,) miles None. 

Total track laid with new rails during the year in Dako- 
ta, miles None. 

What is the average number of years that iron rails last in your^ 

track on branches in Dakota? 
What is the average number of years that steel rails last in your 

track on main line in Dakota? 
What is the average number of years that steel rails last in your 

track on branches in Dakota? 
What is the average number of years that ties last in your track 
in Dakota? J 



08 
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WISCONSIN, MINNESOTA & PACIFIC RAILWAY 
CROSSINGS IN DAKOTA. 



Whal railroads eroas your lOad at grade, ftiid at wlial locality? 

What railroads cross your road, either over or under iiiKl al wli 

Number of highway crossiuRS at grade 

Number of highway crossings at which there are tlagmi 

Number of highway croaaings over railroad 

dumber of highway (crossings under railroad 

Number of highway bridges 18 feet above truck 

Number of highway bridges less than 18 feet above traci 



FENCING IN DAKOTA. 



ROLLING STOCK. 

Leasctd. Oi 

Number of baggage, mail and express '■an? 

Number of other cars, caboose cars 

Total number of cars 

The Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway Co. operate this roa< 
equipment. 



MILEAGE, TRAFFIC, ETC, 

TRAIN MILBAOE. 

53,t(6C Miles run by passenger trains during theyear 

132,997 Miles run by freight trains during the year. . 

Miles run by ()tbcr trains during the year. . . . 



W,963 Total train mileage.. 



CARS AND WEIGHT UY TRAINS. 

3 Average number of cai-s in passenger trains 
67i Average weight of passenger trains, exclusive 

of passengers, tons 

16 Average number of ears in freight trains. , . , 
160 Average weight of freight trains exflnsive of 
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» 

PASSENGER TRAFFTC. 

40,842 Total number of passenprers carried 42,495 

863,279 Total passenger mileage, or passengers car- 
ried one mile 1,189,869 

21.137 Average distance traveled by each passen- 
ger, miles .28 

$ 70.29 Average amount received from each passen- % 

ger .92 

Highest rate of fare per mile for any dis-' 

tance .04 

Lowest rate of fare per mile for any dis- 
tance .02 

033.26 Average rate of fare per mile for all passen- 
gers 03.3 

FREIGHT TRAFFIC. 
LAST YEAR. PRESENT TEAR. 

142,263 Number of tons of through freight carried . 
6,170 Number of tons of local freight carried 

148,433 Total tons of freight carried 173,271 

6,185,370 Total mileage of through freight (tons car- . 

ried one mile) j 

255,124 Total mileage of local freight (tons carried 

one mile) 

6,440,894 Total freight mileage, or tons carried 1 mile 6,064,476 

01.9 Average rate per ton per mile received for 

through freight 

05.3 Average rate per ton per mile received for 

local freight 

02.83 Average rate per ton per mile received for 

all freight I 02.75 

006.75 Average cost per ton per mile to move 

freight exclusive of fixed charges Cannot state. 



CAR MILEAGE. 

Number of miles run by loaded freight cars \ 

east and south 333,420 ^ 

Number of miles run by loaded freight cars 

west and north 412,794 

Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

east and south 232,659 

Number of miles run by empty freight cars 

west and north 153,709 

Total freight car mileage 1,132,582 

Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
east and south to all freight cars hauled ' 
east and south 41.10 

Percentage of empty freight cars hauled 
west and north to all freight cars hauled 
west and north 27.15 
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SPEED OF TRAINS IN DAKOTA. 

LAST YEAR. , PRESENT TEAR. 

Rate of speed of passenger trains, including 
stops, per hour 20 

Rate of speed of freight trains, including 
stops 10 



TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED. 

Tons. Pier cent. Tons. Percent. 

45,853 Grain 56,312 32.50 

22,233 Flour 24,257 14.00 

22 • Provisions (beef, pork, lard etc.). . . 18 

866 Animals 952 .55 

180 Other agricultural products 120 .07 

35,200 Lumber and forest products 43,317 25.00 

9,814 Coal 9,702 05.60 

2,698 Plaster, lime and cement 1,965 01.10 

699 Salt ^ 571 .33 

696 Petroleum and oil 571 .33 

223 Iron, steel, and castings 155 .09 

1,606 Stone and brick 1,731 01.00 

16.645 Manufactures-articles shipped from 

point of production 19,059 11.00 

11,693 Merchandise, and other articles not 

enumerated above 14,606 08.43 

148,433 Total tons carried 173,271 100.00 



TONNAGE OF ARTICLES TRANSPORTED WITHIN THE TERRI 

TORY OF DAKOTA. 

Tons. Percent. Tons. Percent, 

3,462 Grain 5,706 45.30 

62 Flour 88 .70 

Provisions (beef, pork, lard, etc.). . 

Animals .' 13 .10 

Other agricultural products 12 .10 

2,493 Lumber and forest products 4,170 33.10 

827 Coal 1,398 11.10 

48 Plaster, lime and cement 63 .50 

Salt 13 .10 

Petroleum and oil 12 .10 

Iron, steel and castings 13 .10 

70 Stone and brick 63 .50 

71 Manufactures-articles shipped from 

' point of production 88 .70 

574 Merchandise, and other articles not 

enumerated above 958 07.60 

7.608 Total tons carried 12,597 100.00 



aiO REPORT OP RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS: 

EXPRESS COMPANIES. 

I i 

What express companies run on your road, and on what terms, and 
what conditions as to rates, etc. ; what kind of business is done by them, 
and do you take their freights at the depot, or at the office of such express 
company? U. S. Express. Per diem for the whole road operated by 
the M. & St. L. R'}^ Freight and money ordei. Take freight at 
depot. 

SLEEPING-CABS. 

Do sleeping, parlor or dining cars run on your road, and if so, on what 
terms do they run, by whom are they owned, and. what charges are 
made in addition to regular passenger rates? None. 

What is the total amount paid by your company to palace or sleeping-car 
companies, to what companies, and the amount paid to each? Please 
state fully the arrangement by which these cars run on your road, the 
terms, and who receives the earnings? None. 

UNITED STATES MAIL IN DAKOTA. 

7 

What is the compensation paid you by the U. S. Government for the '"' 

transportation of its mails on your road in Dakota, and on what terms 
of service? $56.43 per mile per annum. 

What amount have you paid for receiving and delivering mail to and from 
stations on your road in Dakota? Nothing. 



TELEGRAPH. 

How many miles of telegraph are owned by your company in Dakota? 

What other company, if any, owns a line of telegraph on your right of 
way in Dakota, and how many miles do each own? No other. 



LANDS— CONGRESSIONAL GRANTS IN DAKOTA. i 

No land grant. ^ 
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REPORT OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA DURING THE YEAR 

ENDING JUNE 80. 1886/ 



KILLED. 



None. 



INJURED. 



DATE. 



NAME AND OCCUPATION. 



PLACE. 



CAUSE OP ACCI- 
DENT. 



CHARACTER OF 
INJURY. 



1886. 

Mch. 12. 



F. W. Johnson. Br'kem'n. 



Reville. 



Fell of engine. 



Collar bone 

broken. 



TABULAR STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 





KILLED. 


INJURED. 


CAUSES OF ACCIDENT. 


a 

OD 


i 

o 
"E 

a 




s 

a 


i 

o 

— < 

a 


• 

c 


Collisions 














Couplino: Cars 




• 










Faluns' from trains 










1 




Getting* on and oflf trains 












Highway crossings 














Stealing rides 














Miscellaneous 














Trespassers on track 














While intoxioared 


• 


























Total 








• ■ • • 


1 





SUMMARY OF ACCIDENTS FOR DAKOTA. 



Number of persons injured during the year 1 

Number resulting from lack of caution; carelessness or raisconduci. 1 
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OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY, WITH LOCATION OF OFFICES 



resident— C F. Hatch, Minneapolis. 
Vice-Prendent—T. E. Clarke, Minneapolis. 
Secretary — L. C. Mitchell, Minneapolis. 
Treasurer — J. Qaskell, Minneapolis. 



DIBBCTORS, NAME AND POST OFFICB ADDRESS. 

C. F. Hatch, Minneapolis. 

T. E. Clarke, Minneapolis. 

L. C. Mitchell, Minneapolis. 

J. Gaskell, Minneapolis. 

T. J. Hvman, Minneapolis. 

J. A. Uanley, Minneapolis. 

J. R. D. Hallowell, Minneapolis. 

Date of annual meeting of stockholders, first Saturday in June. 

Fiscal year of company ends December 31 st. 

General offices of the company are located at Minneapolis. 



STATE OF MINNESOTA, | 
County op Hennepin. J 

Chas. F. Hatch, President of the Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific railway 
company, being duly sworn, depose and says that he has caused the forego- 
ing statements to be prepared by the proper officers and agents of this com- 
pany, and having carefully examined the same declare them to be a 
true, full and correct statement of the condition and affairs of said com- 
pany on the thirtieth day of June, A. D. 1886, to the best of their knowl- 
edge and belief. • 

[Signed] CHAS. F. HATCH. 



Subscribed and sworn to b afore me, this 7th day of October, A. D. 
1886. 

[L. 8.] L. C. MITCHELL, 

Notary Public, Hennepin Co., Minn. 



■* 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 

OF THB 

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

TO THE 

BOAKD OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS OP DAKOTA, 

FOB THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1886. 



Location of principal office of Company, New York City. 
Principal office in Dakota, Fargo. 

Address correspondence relating to this report to I. E. West, at 
Fargo, Dakota. 



HISTORY OF ORGANIZATION. 

Date of original charter and name of Company? April 1, 1861. 
The Mississippi Valley Printing Telegraph Company. 

Amendments to charter, if any, when made, and wherein changed? 
Name changed to the Western Union Telegraph Company, by 
Act passed April 4th, 1856. 

Consolidation, names and dates, and date of original charter? 
It is impossible now to give the information here desired. No 
compilation of it exists, and to prepare one would be difficult 
and expensive, would cause great delay, and because of the 
non-existence of most of the earlier records, could not be com- 
plete. 

Lines acquired by purchase? 

Lines operated under lease? 

Further particulars? 



au REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

XAME, TITLE ANH ADDRESS OF OFFICERS. 

President — Noi'vin Green, New York. 

Vtce-I^eside?it and General Matui a er — Thomas T. Eckert, New 
York. 

Vtce-Jh'esidents — John Van Home, George J. Gould, New York; 
R. 0. Clowry, Chicago, Harrison Durkee, New York. 

Executive Committer — Norvin Green, Thos. T. Eckert, John 
T. Terry, John Vanllorne, Harrison Durkee, Jay Gould, Russell 
Sage, A. B. C-ornell, Sidney Dillon, Geo. J. Gould, Sam'l Sloan, 
R. C. Clowry. 

DIRECTORS. 

Norvin Green, New York. 
Thomas T. Eckert, New York. 
John T. Terry, New York. 
John VanHorne, New York. 
Harrison Durkee, New York. 
Jay Gould, New York. 
Russell Sage, New York. 
A. B. Cornell. New York. 
Sidney Dillon, New York. 
George J. Gould, New York. 
Sam'l Sloan, New York. 
Cyrus W. Field, New York. 
Percy R. Pyne, New York. 
R. C, Clowry, Chicago. 
Henry Weaver, London, England. 
Robert L. Kennedy, New York. 
H. J. Jewett, New York. 
J. P. Morgan, New York. 
Fred. L. Ames, Boston. 
John Hay, Cleveland. 
Wm. D. Bishop, Bridgeport. 
George B. Roberts, Philadelphia. 
C. P. Huntington, New Yerk. 
Frank Work, New York. 
George D. Morgon, New York. 
Erastus Wiman, New York. 
John J. Astor, New York. 
C. M. Depew, New York. 
J. W. Clendenin, New York. 
A. R. VanNest, New York. 

Date of holding election of officers. 
Place of holding election of officers. 
Pate of last election of officers. 



WESTERU UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 

CAPITAL STOCK. 

Amount, authorized by law t 80,000,C 

Amount authorized hy vote of Company 80,000,0 

Total amount iaoued 80,000,0 

Total paid in capital stock 

Agent authorized to transfer Nlock None 
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 317 

FUNDED DEBT AND OTHER LIABILITIES. 

COMPUTED TO JUNE 1, 1886. 

Total unfunded debt 

Cash securities, debit balances, etc., available to 
payment 

Net unfunded debt None. 



STOCK AND DEBT. 

Total amount of stock I 80,000,000.00 

Total funded debt 8,393,896.06 

Net unfunded debt None. 

Total stock and debt $ 88,393,896.06 

Amount of sinking fund 326,834.1 1 

Net stock and debt I 88,067,061.95 



CHARACTERISTICS. 

BNTIBE LINE. 

Total number of miles of sub-marine cable, com- 
puted as single wire 7,422.19 

Number of miles of other wire 482,184.81 

Total number of miles of wire operated by the 

company 489,607.00 

Number of miles of poles cariying wire 151,832 

Number of telegraph offices 15,139 

Number of employes: managers, operators, clerks, 

messengers, eto 24,219 



318 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

LINE IN DAKOTA. 

Number of miles of poles on highways 37.00 

Number of miles of poles on railroads 2,383.64 

Total number of miles of poles 2,420.64 

Number. of miles of wire on highways. , 37.00 

Number of miles of wire on railroads 4,281.97 

Number of miles of over-head cable, computed 

as single wire * None 

Total number of miles of wire (as above), .... 4,318.97 

Number of telegraph offices 212 

Number of night offices 

Number of TJ. S. Signal Stations connected wHh 

your lines 4 

Number of employes: managers, operators, clerks 

messengers, etc 277 



CONSTRUCTION. 

FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1886. 



ENTIRB line: 



Number of miles of poles : 1,707.00 

Number of miles of wire 9,433.00 



LINES IN DAKOTA. 

Number of miles of poles 77-5 

Number of miles of wire 88-75 

Average cost per mile of poles, including other 
material, supervision and labor .... 



^ 
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 319 

RECONSTRUCTION IN DAKOTA. 

FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 3ED, 1886. 

Number of miles of poles ' 385.6 

Number of miles of old wire replaced with new. 125.75 

TOTAL t5bST OF LINE AND EQUIPMENT. 



* 



Entire line I 

Proportion for Dakota 

So large a portion of our lines has been acquired by absorp- 
tion of or consolidation with other companies whose records are 
not in our possession or are lost, that it is impossible to furnish 
the information here desired. 



EARNINGS, OPERATING EXPENSES, ETC. 

FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 3RD, 1886. 

EARNINGS. 

Entire Proportion 

line. for Dakota. 

Total number of messages transmit- 
ted ..: 

From transmission of messages and 
press matter 

All other sources, market reports, etc.# 

Total earnings of all lines operated 
and included in this report and all 
other sources $16,777,607.32 



320 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS 

OPERATING EXPENSES.' 

Salaries of officers, managers, operat- 
ors and other employes $ 

Maintaiance of lines 

All other operating expenses 

Total operating expenses, per cent, of 

earnings .^ 9,967,218.84 

Net earnings 6,810^388.48 

Taxes u % 496,091.73 

Rentals paid 1,885,635.73 2,381,727.46 

Net income over operating expenses, 

taxes and rent 4,428,661.02 



OTHEB EBCBIPTS AND PAYMENTS WITHIN THE YEAR. 
RECEIPTS AND OTHER EARNINGS. 



Payments on capital stock 

Sales of bonds of company 

Sales of stocks, bonds and other securities 

Increase on funded debt 

Income on sinking fund investment 7,663.77 

Sale of real estate and from all other sources not 

included in the above 322,871,77 



f 



Total receipts % 4,759,196.56 




3,399,564.16 



WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 321 

PAYMENTS OTHER THAN OPERATING EXPENSES. 

Interest on bonds (net) I 494,461.40 

Premiums and commissions for paying coupons . 

Interest on unfunded debt 

Dividends, rate per cent, on general 

stock, 2 of 1^ per cent,' 1 of 1:J: per cent 

Last dividend declared on general stock (date) . . 

Dividends, rate per cent, on pre- 
ferred stock 

Last dividend declared on preferred stock (date) 

Applied to sinking fund 

Construction of new work 

Additional equipment is included in operating 

expenses 

Additional real estate, and all other sources not 

herein included ; . 

Bonds of company cancelled (par value £2,100). 

Unfunded debt liquidated . . 



V 



37,448.7'7 



817,516.23 



10,206.00 



Total payments .$ 4,759,196.57 



CONDENSED GENERAL BALANCE SHEET. 

JUNE 1st, 1886. 

ASSETS. 

Telegraph lines, patents, franchises, etc. . : I 84,620,256.84 

Real estate 3,044,282.34 

Stocks of other telegraph companies, etc 7,433,866.19 

Supplies on hand unissued . 185,197.87 

Cash on hand and due from agents, etc 788,785.04 

Sundry accounts receivable 1,147,657.77 

Sinking fund 326,834.11 

Total * 97,546,880.16 
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323 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock I 80,000,000.00 

Certificates of indebtedness 1,199,852.06 

Bonds 7,194,044.00 

Stocks held through Gold & Stock Telesjraph Co., 

untiri981 without interest : 2,664,250.00 

Sundry accounts payable 1,919,009.06 

Profit and loss on supplies of income account.. . . 4,569,725.04 

Total $ 97,546,880.16 



STATE OF NEW YORK, ( 
County op Nbw York. ) 

Personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for 
said county, Norvin Green, president of the Western Union 
telegraph company, who being duly sworn, deposfes and says that i' 

the foregoing statements of the affairs of .said company, on the 
30th day of June last, are true and correct, as he verily believes. 

NoRviN Grebn. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, at New York, this ninth 
day of November, A. D.. 1886. 

Wm. Arnoux, 

Notary Public, New York and King^% Counties, 



ANNUAL RKPORT 



NORTHERN PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY 

TO THE 
BOARD OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS OP DAKOTA, 



Location of principal office of Company, Saint Paul 
nesota. 

PriDcipal office in Dakota, none. 

AddreHH (lorretipoiulence relating to thin re|>ort to I. E 
at Fargo, Dakota. 

HISTORY OF ORGANIZATION. 
Date of original charter and name of Company? June I 

Northern Pacific Ex press Company.' 
Amendments to charter, if any, when made, and wherein ch 

Consolidation, iiamcit and dates, and date of original c 



834 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

NAME, TITLE AND ADDRESS OF OFFICERS. 

President — T. F. Oakes, Saint Paul, Minn. 
Vice-President— F. K. Billings, New York City, N. Y. 
Secretary — George Gray, New York City, N. Y. 
TVeasurer — R. L. Belknap, New York City, N. Y. 
Gerhefal Superintendent — W. J. Footner, Saint Paul, Minn. 
Auditor — ^J. A, Parker, Saint Paul, Minn. 
M»ecutive Committee — There is none. 

DIRECTORS. 

T. F. Oakes, Saint Paul. 
F. K. Billings, New York. 
George Gray, New York. 
C. B. Wright, Philadelphia. 
Robert Harris, New York. 

Date of holding election of officers: Third Thursday in Sep- 
tember each year. 4 
Place of holding election of officers: New York City. 
Date of last election of officers. 



CAPITAL STOCK. 

Amount authorized by law. . I; 10,000,000.00 

Amount authorized by vote of Company 310,000.00 

Total amount issued 310,000.00 

Total paid in capital stock 310,000.00 

Agent authorized to transfer stock: R. L. Belknap. 

Address of same: New York City, N. Y. \^ 



NORTHERN PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY. 
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836 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

ITNFtTNDED DEBT AND OTHER LIABILITIES. 

COMPUTED TO JUNE 30TH, 1886. 

Total unfunded debt * 158,778.14 

Cash securities, debt balances, etc., available to 

payment 84,047.12 



Net funded debt $ 74,731.02 



STOCK AND DEBT. 



Total amount of stock I 310,000.00 

Total funded debt 

Net unfunded debt 74,731.02 



Total stock and debt $ 384,731.02 



Amount of sinking fund J 

Net stock and debt I 384,731.02 ' 



• 



EARNINGS, OPERATING EXPENSES. ETC. 

FOR YEAR ENDING .JUNE 30tH, 1886. 

EARNINGS. 



Entire *Proportioii 
}ine. ' for Dakota. 



Total earnings of all Hues operated 
and included in this report, June 
30th I 268,854.42 



* Not kept separate ia our accouats. 







NORTHERN PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY. 



m 






OPERATING EXPENSES. 



Entire 
Line. 



Salaries of officers, managers, operators 

and other employes $ &9,012.54 

All other operating: expenses 186,225.79 



Total operating expenses . . .per cent. 

of earnings.*^ $ 285,238.33 

Net earnings 

Taxes * 201.48 

Rentals paid 10,^^11. ^1 1 0,579.45 



Net income over operating expenses, 

taxes and rent, loss I 26,963.36 



♦Proportion 
for Dakota. 



OTHER RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS WITHIN THE YEAR. 



RECEIPTS AND OTHER EARNINGS. 

Payments on capital stock 

Sales of bonds of company 

Sales of stocks, bonds ana other securities 

Increase of funded debt 

Income on sinking fund investment 

Sale of real estate and from all other sources not 
included in above 



Total receipts 



> 



>• Nothing. 



*Not kept separate in our accounts. 



328 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONElRS. 

PAYMENTS OTHER THAN OPERATING EXPENSES. 

Interest on bonds (net) $ 

■ Premiums and commission for paying coupons . . 

Interess on unfunded debt 

Dividends, rate, per cent, on general 

stock 

Last dividend declared on general stock (date) . . . 

Dividends, rate per cent, on preferred 

stock 

Last dividend declared on preferred stock (date) . 

Applied to sinking fund 

Construction of new work ^ •. . . . 

Additional equipment 3,611.50 

Additional real estate, and all other sources not 
herein included 

Bonds of company cancelled (par value % ) , 

Unfunded debt liquidated 



1^ 



Total payments % 3,611.50 

■ 

CONDENSED GENERAL BALANCE SHEET. 

JUNE IST, 1886. 

ASSETS 

Equipment including horses, wagons, etc % 72,925.99 

Good will 200,000.00 

United States registered bonds 59,750.00 

Agents balances due by them 10,547.91 i 

Agents bank and working fund 1,800.00 ^ 

Other accounts receivable 2,411.23 

Cash in hands of assistant treasurer 9,537.98 

Premium on guarantee bonds payable in follow- 
ing months 742.80 

Profit andioss account 111,062.23 

% 468,778.14 






NORTHERN PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY. 3^9 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock 

Northern Pacific Railroad Company 

Northern Pacific Railroad Company vouchers . . . 

Oregon and California Railroad Company 

Pacific C'Oast Steamship Company 

Other accounts payable 
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310,000.00 






109,787.83 
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25,489.03 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA, , 

' ' ss. 



County op Ramsey. 






Personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in* and for 
said county, W. J. Footner, General Superintendent, of the 
Northern Pacific Express Company, who, being duly sworn, de- 
poses and says that the .foregoing statements of the affairs of 
said Company, on the 30th day of June last, are true and correct 

as he verily believes. 

W. J. Footner. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Saint Paul, this 25th 
day of October, A. D., 1886. 

E. T. Stevenson, 
Notary PubliCy JRamsey County^ Minn, 
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ANKUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY 

TO THE 

BOAUD OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS OF DAKOTA, 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1886. 



. American Express Company, 

President's Office, 65 Broadway. 

New York, November 22, 1886. 

Charles Fargo, Esq., 

Second Vice-President. 

Dear Sir: — In compliance with the request for a statement 
from the Railroad Commissioners of Dakota, we have prepared a 
statement similar to that furnished to the Commissioners of the 
State of New York. The statute of Dakota was evidently in- 
tended to apply to incorporated companies. We are a simple 
partnership, and a statement such as is contemplated by the Da- 
kota Statute, would be entirely impracticable. We take it for 
granted that a statement similar to that prepared for the State 
where the principal business of the Company is located is all that 
could be expected elsewhere. If it is of interest to these Com- 
missioners to know the amount of business local to Dakota, we 
can ^ive it to them, but it will be a work of some time to ac- 
complish it. Yours truly, 

Theo. M. Pomerov, 

First Vice-President 



3d« REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS 

American Express Company, 
Superintendent's Office, 
Minnesota, Dakota, Manitoba 

St. Paul, November 30, 1886. 

Judge I. E. West, 

Sec, Board H. H. Comrs.,, Fargo^ Dak, 

Dear Sir: — Under date of October 19th, I received from you 
a blank form for a report of the "History of the Organization, 
Stock, Funded and I'^'ufunded Debt and other liabilities, and a 
general detailed statement of thjB business of the American Ex- 
press Company for the year ending June 30th, 1886. 

It was found impossible at that late date to make a report in 
time to be of any service to you,. as it was understood that you 
desired to incorporate the same in your annual report to the Gov- 
ernor of Dakota, and which had to be filed on the first Monday 
of December, 1886. We have, however, prepared and forward / 

you herewith a statement or certificate, similar, to the one that the 
officials of this Company made to the Commission ersi of the State 
of New York. 

We regret our inability to more fully comply with your re- 
quest, but trust that the enclosed certificate will be found suffi- 
ciently explicit to meet the requirements of your Board. 

Very truly 

W. A. Naylor, 

SuperintenderU, 



STATE OF NEW YORK, \ 
City and County of New York. ) 

Under and in accordance with the provisions of the law of 
the Territory of Dakota, approved March 6, 1885, we, the under- 
signed, do certify as follows: 

The American Express Company is an association transacting 
business within the State of New York. 

The name of such association is "The American Express Com- 
pany." 



AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY. 388 

The dates of the organization of said Company are November 15, 
1859, and November 25, 1868. 

Such association is not organized or doing business under any 
special or general law or statute. 

No law or agreement makes any requirement as to the number 
of associates of said association. 

The number of said associates is about 3,500. 

The principal place of business of said association is No. d5 

Broadway, in the City of New York. 

• The names and places of residence of the officers of said aui- 
sociation are as follows: 

James C. Fargo, President and Director, New York City. 

Charles G. Clark, Treasurer and Director, Englewood, New 
Jersey. 

John K. Knapp, Secretary and Director, Auburn, New York. 

Johnston Livingston, Director, Tivoli, New York. 

William H. Seward, Director, Auburn, New York. 

Theodore M. Poraeroy, Director, Auburn New York. 

Benjamin P. Cheney, Director, Boston, Mass. 

Edward B. Judson, Director, Syracuse, New York. 

Charlet Fargo, Director, Chicago, Ills. 
Dated, New York, November 22, 1886. 



STATE OF NEW YORK, } 
City and County of New York. ^ 

James C. Fargo and Charles G. Clark being each for himself 
severely sworn, says, the said James C. Fargo, that he is the 
President of the American Express Company, and the said 
Charles G. Clark, that he is the Treasurer of said Company, and 
that the statements contained in the foregoing certificate are true. 

Jamks C. Fargo, 
Chas. G. Clark. 

Sworn to before me this 22d day of November, 1886. 

Edward W. Price, 
Notary Public, New York County. 
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Office Boabd of R. R. Commissionbbs. 

Fabgo, Dak., Dec. 8th, 1886. 

Hon. Gilbert A. Piebce, 

Governor of Dakota, 
Sib: — Since the date of the foregoing communication to 
your Excellency, and since most of the same was in print, a 
remarkable change has occurred in the situation of affairs, par- 
ticularly in North Dakota, in relation to furnishing cars to ship- 
pers. We stated, page 57 ante, "that a few cases (of complaints) 
of failure to furnish cars to elevators and individual shippers 
have been received." 

We further stated that "Upon investigation we found the 
companies apparently doing everything possible to inove the 
crop." Since that time, however, the Board have been over- 
wfielmed with complaints of inability to procure cars for the 
shipment of wheat, and against the railroad companies for failure to 
furnish same. These complaints have been mostly by owners and 
proprietors of elevators and warehouses on the lines of the 
Manitoba railway, although several have been received from points 
on the Northern Pacific, and on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul. 

To such proportions has this trouble grown, that we have 
deemed it best to submit this additional report thereof to your 
Excellency. 

The Board have endeavored by all means in their power to 
meet this difficulty, and have received the co-operation, of the 
railroads to the full extent, as we believe, of their physical 
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abiltiy; we deem it proper in this connection to state some of the 
causes which gave rise to these complications. 

1. The amount of wheat raised in the Valley of the Red River 
of the North this season, was very much larger than ever before 
since the settlement of the country — due, a, to the largely 
increased acreage, and ^, to the generally more abundant yield. 

2. Harvesting and threshing the crops so raised was con- 
ducted and completed under the most favorable circumstances, 
and followed by an unprecedented rush of said grain upon the 
market. 

3. The elevators on the Manitoba system alone had in store, 
when the new crop began to move, over 2,000,000 bushels of old 
wheat, and both old and new was pushed on to the market. 

This, in spite of the fact that there were 141 elevators and 28 
warehouses with a storage capacity of 5,938,000 bushels on this 
one railroad alone, speedily produced something like a blockade 
at terminal points, and it was reported that over 2,000 loaded 
cars were there standing at one time, unable to unload. 

The switchmen's strike at Minneapolis, the breaking down of 
one of the principal elevators at Duluth, and later snow storms, 
etc., further embarrassed the railroads in their efforts to move 
the crop. 

During the months of September, October and November, the 
Manitoba railway has carried out of Dakota something over 9,000,- 
000 bushels of wheat, yet on the 1st day of December there was 
remaining in the elevators and warehouses on this line certainly 
not less than 6,000,000 bushels of wheat; as every elevator and 
warehouse was overflowing and so remains to this day, in spite 
of the further fact that the railroad company is exerting itself 
to relieve the pressure, and is returning the cars from terminal 
points to be again loaded, as rapidly as they can be unloaded. 

Members of the Board have personally visited, time and again 
the various points on the lines from which complaints have been 
received, and have done everything possible, by securing empty 
cars and distributing them at points where some particular exi- 
gencies seem to exist, to relieve the overflow. 

Capt. Griggs at one time gathered up (from points where they 
were really needed), some 60 or 70 empty cars, and took the same 
to other points, mostly^ to Park River, where, in hie judgment, 
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the need was even greater, particularly from the fact that it was 
the end of the railroad and fanners came from long distances to 
store or ship their wheat. 

The roads have promptly, (while generally pursuing the rule 
laid down by the Board of **pro rata" distribution of cars) com- 
plied with the requisition of members of the Board for transpor- 
tation in such special cases as the foregoing. 

Further, members of the Board, during the time of the great- 
est pressure, personally visited tenninal points and investigated 
the condition of affairs thereat, and found hundreds of loaded 
cars stancfing on side tracks unable to unload. 

The law relative to common carriers, requiring them to use all 
diligence in transporting to market all merchandise, and provid- 
ing reasonable facilities therefore, is familiar learning. The 
question which this Board has had to consider, and which we 
submit to your Excellency in this connection is, 

"TZas the Manitoba railway company^ and have the railroad com- 
panies generoMy doing business in Dakota^ the necessary and 
proper facilities for transacting the ordinary business of said 
roads r' 

There can be no question as to the fact that they have ample 
facilities, during probably nine months of the year, and it is afact^ 
as shown by table 12, page 126 ante, that 29.5 per cent, of the 
Manitoba's cars hauled West and North empty, and 16.81 per 
cent, go East empty, that the Northern Pacific hauls 23.5 per cent. 
West and North, and 26.1 East and South empty, that the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul hauls 24 per cent. West and 
North and 31 per cent. East and South empty, etc. 

The total freight car mileage, loaded and empty of the roads 
doing business in Dakota for the year ending June 30th, 1886, 
was 604,781,563 miles, of this amount 156,494,968 miles or 25.87 
per cent, was run by empty cars. 

It would seem, therefore, that the rolling stock of said roads 
was amply sufficient for all the ordinary business which they 
have in the territory. The question again recures, should they be 
compelled to provide additional facilities for an extraordinary 
condition of things^ such as we have to meet the present season? 

It is unfortunate that the necessities of farmers compel moat 
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of them to either market their wheat, or store it in the public 
elevators as soon as threshed; because, first, they need the money 
to meet present necessities and maturing obligations, or second, 
because most of them have neither granaries or storehouses of 
their own, hence they throw it at once on the market. 

We trust that the Legislative Assembly will give this subject 
their earnest attention, and we have the honor to submit here- 
with some correspondence which has passed between the Board 
of Commissioners and prominent elevator and railroad men on 
this most important subject. 

Before concluding this supplemental communication, the Board 
desires to tender their acknowledgments to the Hon. H. L. 
Loucks, President of the Territorial Farmers Alliance, for mater- 
ial assistance in the way of practicable suggestions and reliable 
information. The Farmers Alliances generally, have co-operated 
with us in our efforts to secure reduction in rates and enforce- 
ment of the provisions of the law. 
For the Board, 

I. E. West, Secretary, 
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Fabgo, D. T., Nov. 16th, 1886. 
A. Manvel, Esq., 

Oen'l Manager, 8t. P„ M. db M. R. E. Oo. 
Deab Sib: — I comprehend, probably as thoroughly as any 
one outside of your company, the present situation of affairs in 
regard to furnishing cars to meet the extraordinary demand 
therefor all along your line in Dakota, and I fully believe you 
are doing your utmost to relieve the pressure. Having said this, 
you will understand that only the force of circumstances, and 
under the pressure of daily and almost hourly demands upon the 
the Board of Commissioners for cars from elevators in this sec- 
tion, compels the writing of this letter. 

Park River, Ardoch and Reynolds all called upon us at the 
same time. Capt. Griggs went to Park River yesterday and sent 
me to Ardoch, with instructions to examine the situation and 
communicate with you relative thereto. 

I found every elevator at Ardoch full to overflowing. I found 
the Anderson elevator, with a capacity of about 17,000 bushels, 
with some 19,000 in and around it — full of course. That on the 
l.st, 2d, 5th and 6th of November they had one car each day, none 
since. 

I found the "Farmers' Elevator" (Kellogg's) with a capacity of 
30,000, also full. It had from the first to the 8th inclusive, nine 
cars — none since. 

The "M. & N."— with 50,115 bushels in store— full. It had 
from Oct. 31st to November 8th inclusive, ten cars, and one (1) 
on 14th — eleven (11) in all. 

Brooks Bros., 1 5 during this month — now full. 

"N. W.," seven during month — now full, also. 

Now, of course, if cars are not to be had, these elevators and 
warehouses must remain closed, but the old trouble again comes 
to the front, i, e., distribution of cars. 

Mr. Kellogg and Mr. Anderson assert that the order promul- 
gated Nov. 8th, I think, by Mr. Guthrie, does them, and all small 
elevators and warehouses, great damage and injustice; that if his 
order be obeyed literally, to give as he says, "where there are 
four cars to be distributed, three to an elevator of 60,000 capacity 
and one to an elevator of 20,000" — ^will keep their houses closed 
up. That the practical effect of the order has prevented them 
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from getting any cars, in the one case, from Nov. 6th, and in the 
other, since Nov. 8th, while the larger elevators have had a few 
at any rate. 

Now, while I think said order on the whole is equitable in its 
operation, when the different houses are notfuLl^ I respectfully 
suggest that its enforcement after that time would not be. If 
for instance you could send only two cars to Ardoch to-day, 
would it not relieve the pressure quite as much to load them from 
the Farmer's elevator, taking out 1,000 bushels, as it would to 
take 1,000 from Brooks Bros.? 

In fact would it not in the end benefit the two hundred stock- 
holders (supposed to be farmers) interested in that elevator, 
more than a like amount taken from any other storehouse? 

In short, it seems to me, that when all storehouses at a station 
are full, all should be treated alike in the distribution of cars, 
and this without regard to the fact that in the one case an indi- 
vidual or corporation, with plenty of capital, has erected an 
elevator with a capacity, say of 100,000 bushels, the other being 
limited in means, one of only 15,000 bustels. In the latter case 
it may be the owner has every dollar he has in the world invested 
in the wheat he has stored, and depends upon marketing the 
same to save him from ruin. The former, with ample means, 
probably, can better afford to hold his grain, if "per force" he 
cannot get cars. » 

Now cannot this order be rescinded or modified? I am almost 
ashamed to again write to you about this car trouble at all, but 
what else can we do? Capt. Griggs and I have spared no pains . 
or trouble to keep peace along the line. We have tried to con- 
ciliate the grumblers and smooth down the rough edges. We 
trust something may happen or occur or be done very soon, to 
take off the screws, for it is getting almost unbearable. I believe 
notice that when full, all would be treated alike, would help, why 
not try it? 

Pardon this long letter. I am not so given, but could not well be 
briefer. I go down to Reynolds to see Powers this afternoon and 
must go through the whole thing again. Capt. Griggs is at Park 
River and points west, with his coat off, also endeavoring to make 
peace. Very truly yours, 

I. E. Wbst, Secretary H. H. Cbm, 
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St, Paul, Minneapoli» db Manitoba Railway Company. 

General Manager's Office, 

St. Paul, Nov. 18th, 1886. 

Messrs. "The Board of Railroad Commissioners^^'* Territory of 
Dakota. 

Judge I. E. West, Esq., 

Secretary^ Fargo^ Dak, 
Deab Sir: — ^I have yours of the 16th instant, and this is 
to advise you, in reply, that I do not see my way clear to entirely 
meet your views without doing that which the law, and your own 
requirements under the law, says we shall not do. I wish, how- 
ever, to bring before you some of the circumstances that have 
brought about, this season, such an unusual condition of things, 
and has contributed to produce the present crowded and unpleas- 
ant condition of things — unpleasant not only to the elevator 
companies and their patrons, but equally or more unpleasant, 
perhaps, to the railway company. 

First, I need not say to you that the movement of wheat was 
unusually early, and larger in volume when it did begin to move, 
than has heretofore been known. 

Second, very extensive additions had been made to the elevator 
capacity at Minneapolis in the, last twelve months, which early in 
the season last year, took about seventy-five per cent, of the 
receipts from our line, against twenty-five per cent, which went 
to Duluth. This we were prepared for this year, but what did 
we see? We saw the figures almost exactly reversed, and 
twenty-five per cent, going to Minnerpolis and seventy-five per 
cent, to Duluth. In consequence of this sudden and unlooked 
for and unusual tonnage they were not prepared, at that point, 
to handle it promptly, and did not do so. Saying nothing about 
the condition of things early in the season, which was bad enough, 
it is even worse at this moment when the elevators at that point 
are nearly full, and the unloading of cars morej^difficult and less 
rapid than early in the season. 

Last Saturday I was at Duluth. Nearly fourteen hundred 
(1400) of our cars were then at Duluth, or between Duluth and 
Hinckley, and about twelve hundred (1200) of these were loaded 
with wheat, some of which had been there, in oars, over a week. 
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One reason for the large accumulation there was the fact that 
elevator "E" had a broken main shaft, and the house could not 
be operated until it was repaired. We could not foresee this, 
nor could any one forsee what has been the fact, that, owing to 
the' active demand for iron ore, many vessels that would, under 
ordinary circumstances, take wheat and thus relieve the eleva- 
tors, have unloaded coal and rails at Duluth and then taken a 
return cargo of ore. The daily papers, for tha last sixty days, 
will show you to what an extent this has been done, and I sup- 
pose it is a fact quite within your own knowledge. 

Another reason for the present crowded condition results from 
a desire, on our part, to meet the wishes of farmers and your own 
expressed request to furnish, when possible (and the request was 
mad^), cars for loading direct from wagons. I believe not a 
complaint was made in regard to this, though in other seasons, 
as you are aware, this has been a fruitful cause of appeal to your 
office. To do this while elevators had plenty of room was easy 
comparatively, but the result has not been gratifying, for it pre- 
vented the moving of old wheat, and we have a number of eleva- 
tors on our line where the cars they have received since August 
1st have not been sufficient to move out the old wJieat, I am assured, 
and believe it to be true, that the elevator companies moved out 
their own old wheat; but where an elevator company has its 
tickets out, and the wheat belonged to different individuals, 
they were hardly justified in moving it until they knew what the 
general grade of the new crop was to be. When this was ascer- 
tained, the movement was so heavy that it has been impossible 
to reach it yet. 

Our car equipment is ample, but we can not move the whole 
crop in ninety days, particularly if, from causes entirely beyond \ 

our control, the receiving points do not promptly return our cars. 
Our cars would carry every bushel of wheat on our line this year 
in twelve trips, if we could so use them and get them unloaded. It 
is unreasonable to expect that our cars should stand idle nine 
months in the year, and, to guard against this, we have caused 
to be constructed a larger and more complete system of elevators 
than that of any other line of railway in the country. 

Now, practically, these elevators are all full, and it became 
necessary to have some fair rule under which the car« could be 
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distributed so that there should be no discriminatiop, and 
wherfe, if we had previously worked, under different conditions, 
under a rule that was not quite fair, but which was always in 
favor of the smaller houses, we could get on a basis and under a 
rule that the law — the expressed opinion of your Board and also the 
Board in Minnesota — said we ought to adopt; and, under a strict 
construction of the law, we would be required to adopt, viz: 
Furnish cars to shippers in proportion to the amount of stuff 
they had to offer at the time the cars were there to load. 

There seems to be, in the minds of some, a feeling that we are 
furnishing cars in proportion to the capacity oi houses. This is 
not so. I have seen it stated, also, that we are furnishing cars at 
competing points, to the exclusion and to the disadvantage of 
some of the points in Dakota. This is not so, and our records 
will show that it is not so. The only possible reason for such a 
statement, that I can conceive, is that a party here bought two 
hundred cars of wheat up the line to be shipped to Washburn, 
Wis. He got his own cars from the Omaha Company, had them 
billed to different points up the line to load, and I never knew at 
what stations they were to be loaded, or were loaded, until this 
charge was made. It was then found that some of them were 
loaded in what might be called "competing territory." 

I now understand you wish the rule in question modified, so 
that when a house is full, any party having a small house shall 
get cars to keep him going; or, at least that in such a case, the 
cars shall be divided equally. Suppose two elevators, starting at 
the beginning of the season empty, find themselves, at the end of 
# month, one with ten thousand bushels and the other with 
twenty thousand bushels. This indicates that one elevator takes 
twice the grain the other does; now, under your rule, if the t«n 
thousand bushel man was full, and four cars were there for dis- 
tribution, they would be divided equally. Would this be fair? 
And what inducement would any person have to build anything 
but a small house? 

A man with a house of fiv« thousand bushels capacity would 
get cars perhaps every day because his house was full; and there 
would be no inducement for the larger houses, without which, it 
must be apparent to you, we could not get along at all. 

The present situation is quite unusual, and as I have previously 
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stated,' comes from causes we could not foresee, Bor control. It 
is not likely to be long continued, but the existing conditions 
seemed to make it absolutely necessary to have a rule that should 
be uniform and fair; and if any fairer rule could be established, 
than the one now in existence, I am willing to adopt it. 

This letter is not sent for publication, but the statements here- 
in, will enable you to see the matter as it is seen from our point 
of view. I shall be glad to have Capt. Griggs see it at once. If 
any exceptions are to be made to the rule, while I have no right 
perhaps, to do so, I wish them made in favor of those houses 
owned or constructed by farmers, or by those having limited 
capital, and the disposition to do this, has, to a degree, increased 
our present difficulties. 

A. Manvel, 

General Manager, 

J3t. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba By. Go. 
General Manager*8 Office. 

St. Paul, Minn., Nov. 18, 1886. 
Judge I. E. West, 

8ec*y Board of B. B. Com*9y Fargo, Dakota. 
My Dear Sir: — ^I wrote you somewhat at length to-day in 
reply to yours of the 16th, and I write you this further note to 
show you the extreme difficulty I labor under in a time like the 
present. I am "catching it," you see, all round. Now I don't see 
that I can ignore the big houses. I am sure, in the present condition 
of the money market, that the large houses are quite as much 
pressed proportionately as the smaller houses. I enclose copies 
of letters received from Mr. Pillsbury under date of Oct. 29th, 
and November 11th, but I cannot go over the numberless con- \ 

versations we have had on this same matter for the past two sea- 
sons. What was to be done except to establish a rule that every 
one says is equitable and which both custom and law compel. 
If anyone thinks the Manitoba Company is showing these large 
elevators any favors they are greatly mistaken, I cannot, 
nor must the Company be held accountable for all the 
lies that are going about in regard to Mr. Hill and the 
Manitoba Company. The railway company, the large 
elevators, the small elevators, and in some cases Individ- 
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ual farmers, are suffering from the unusual volume of grain that 
is pressing for shipment, but it would be just as reasonable to 
hold us responsible for the present blockade as it would be to 
hold us responsible for the delay of our trains yesterday from 
the snow blockade. I want to do anything and everything I 
reasonably can. This you know. I can't do the impossible; 
this is equally certain. Let me hear from you when you have » 
looked the papers over. 

Yours Truly, 

A. Manvkl, 

General Manager, 



Chas. a. Pillsbubt <fc Co., Merchant Milijs»$, 

Minneapolis, Minn., Oct. 29th, 1886. 
A. Manvel,- , 

General Manager^ St, Paul, Minn. 

Dear Sir 1-7 We are getting word every day that many of 
our houses are closed up, and that, at some points where we have 
been to the expense of building 50,000 or 60,000 bushels addi- 
tional storage capacity, in order to be sure that we would be able 
to take care of the wheat at all seasons of the year. 

We wish to enter this formal protest against your rule of giv- 
ing smaller houses the preference because they are full or nearly 
full of wheat. It is not fair and does not give the owners of 
large houses any show at all. The universal rule the world over 
among railroads, as far as we have ever. heard, is to give the 
different claimants cars in proportion to the amonut of business 
offered. We do not want any favoritism shown us, but we are 
not getting our rights. I have discussed this matter with you 
until you must be heartily tired of it. I certainly am myself, 
but, in my opinion, nothing is ever settled until it is 
settled right, and your distribution of cars is entirely 
wrong in priaciple. I could cite to you hundreds of individual 
cases, where the rule is simply outrageous to us. But the trouble 
is with your principle, in which you instruct your agents to so 
supply cars as to keep all houses open. Now, if it was a rare 
thing for a house to be closed, your rule might be all right, hut 
when the closing of houses is getting to be a chronic thing, your 
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rule is all wrong. We must insist upon having our proportion 
of cars in proportion to the amount of wheat offered for ship" 
ment. 

Our relations with your road have been so pleasant that we 
should be sorry to take this matter before the Railroad Com" 
missioners or the courts. In an informal talk with two of the 
Railroad Commissioners they both agreed that our claim for 
cars in proportion to the amount of our business was not an 
unreasonable one. 

Please let us know whether we can depend on better treatment 
in the future. In justice to myself and other owners of the 
Elevator Company, I cannot tamely submit to the treatment we 
hafve been submitting to with regard to cars. 

Yours truly, 

Chas. a. Pillsbubt, V. P. 

Chas. A. Pillsburt & Co., Merchant Millers. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 10th, 1886 

A. Manvel, 

General, Manager. 8t Paul, Minn. 

Dear Sir: — We have either got to have more cars on your 
road, or go into bankruptcy. We now have over three million 
bushels in our houses, which is more than half of the wheat that 
we have received on this crop. The money markets are very 
tight. It is almost impossible for us to get money at any rate of 
interest. We want t6 sell a large portion of this wheat and get 
our money out of it, otherwise we fear we shall have to stop 
buying our tickets entirely,* and as a large number of the farm- r 

ers in the country would not understand the circumstances, this 
would be a great blow to our credit. 

We have not had anywhere near our share on cars this crop, and 
this is to give you notice that we shall insist upon it in the future, 
and if there is any remedy in law whereby we catf protect our- 
selves, we shall have to use it. It may be that you are honest in 
your intentions to try and keep all houses open, but it does seem 
to m.e that you are too good a business man not to see what 
injustice your policy has been to us. You say that a man w.th a 
smallhouse willnot be abte to run his house and keep it open on 
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accoant of his financial arrangetnents, and for this you furnish 
him cars. To what greater extent does this work in our case 
where we have now over three million bushels of wheat awaiting 
shipment. 

You are not receiving wheat to go to Duluth, and yet you are 
quoting Duluth prices to us and asking us why we cannot pay 
more for wheat in the country. I would like to ask you what 
good Duluth quotations are if you will not take a car there, or 
what good are Duluth quotations when you cannot furnish cars 
one-fourth as fast as we are buying wheat? We realize perfectly 
well that you cannot move the whole crop in two or three 
months, but we do not see why we, who have built the most 
expensive line of elevators in the world, and with the largest 
capacity, should not at least have our proportion of cars. We 
have not had anywhere near our proportion so far, and we will 
not tamely submit to this injustice in the future. 

I would have written you this letter a day or two ago, but I 
was too mad to write then, fearing that I might say something 
intemperate. If we are asking anything unreasonable, should 
like you to state what it is. 

Yours truly, 

Chas. a. Pillsbjibt, 
FOB M. & N. Elevatob Co. 



Office of Minneapolis & Nobthebn Elevatob Co., 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 18, 1886. 

I. E. West, 

Secretary Dakota B. B. Commisnaners, Fargo, D. T, 

Deab Sib: — I was in Mr. Manvel's office to-day and he read 
me a portion of your letter to him in reference to supplying 
cars. I do not want you to make up any opinion on the subject 
until you have the whole facts. The truth is, instead of our hav- 
ing our share of cars on the Manitoba road this year, we have 
been most outrageously treated, until a few weeks ago when we 
addressed a communication to Mr. Manvel, stating that we 
would not stand any such treatment any longer, but would apply 
to your Honorable Body or to the courts, if weoessary. 

We had in our line. of houses (the great bulk of which are in 
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Dakota) about one million bushek of wheat on tbe first of Sep- 
tember. This all was wheat that belonged to farmers, but we» 
knowing that the rush was to come, and that the crop was 
secured, made a desperate attempt to get it out during the nokonth 
of August, but did not succeed. Since then we have received 
about six million bushels of wheat on this crop. We have in 
our houses at the present time three and one<half million bushels, 
of which probably less than one million belongs to farmers. 

The reasons why we could 'not get our share of the cars wsw 
that the rairload company adopted the policy (which was simply? 
absolutely and totally wrong) of giving little houses the pref- 
erence on cars, when they got full or about full of wheat, tW 
idea to be that they were to try and keep all houses ruBBing* 
Now this policy might be a good one, and we should not object 
to it if it was a rare thing for a house to be closed, but when th« 
thing gets chronic you can see where it left us, millions of 
bushels of wheat bought, which we had sold for delivery, and a 
tight money market. I have absolutely seen the time within the 
last two months where I could not see that we could continue 
buying wheat another day, owing to the difficulty of getting 
money, as by the laws of Dakota warehouse receipts are not 
good collateral (which I hope by the way will be changed this 
coming winter.) 

Now, as soon as a small house is closed up it practically gets 
about all the cars. Then as soon as we get full, what fairer rule 
is there in the world than to supply cars according to the amount 
of wheat offered for shipment? Did you ever hear of any other 
rule of supplying cars in any other part of the country? It is 
the universal rule, and the only just and fair rule. 

The point you make in your letter that the owners of the small 
houses are poorer men and it bothers them more to get money, is 
not a good one, because we probably have more elevator capacity 
in proportion to the amount of money that we are worth than any 
firm in the world, and we have had to do more hunting around 
for money than all the small elevators in Dakota put together. 
We only want what is exactly fair and right. 

We had a long informal talk with the Commissioners of this 
State, and after carefully considering this mattej: we decided that 
there was only one rule and that was to supply car* in accordance 
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to the amount of wheat offered for shipment, and uot in accord- 
ance to the size of the houses, as is claimed by some. We shall 
never willingly submit to the treatment we have received from 
the Manitoba road thus far on this crop in giving cars to farmers 
on track, and in giving the preference to small houses because 
they were full and we had room in which to hold our wheat. 

If your Commissioners will stop and consider this question, 
you will see that this is a most outrageous rule to adopt when 
the closing of houses gets to be a chronic thing. We respect- 
fully request that your Honorable Body would ask for and de- 
mand under oath, a statement from all the elevator lines doing 
business on the Manitoba road in your territory, of the amount 
of wheat they have taken in on this crop, including what they 
had on hand September first, and the number of cars they have 
been supplied with, and if the figures will not show a great injus- 
tice has been done our company we will cheerfully acknowledge 
the mistake. We submitted to allowing the smaller houses to 
have more than their share of cars when they got full, but we do 
not believe that we shall ever submit to it again, unless we are 
obliged to. Now our houses are full and their houses are full, 
and for. some of them to set up the claim that a man who has 
20,000 bushels of wheat to ship should have as many cars as a 
man who has 60,000 to ship, looks to us too ridiculous to attempt 
to answer, and we do not believe that your Honorable Body will 
ever attempt to make any such grounds of complaint. We 
realize the position that your people are in, and the complaints 
that you are receiving, but we think the true way out of the difli- 
culty is for you to get at the absolute facts in the case, and then 
if they show that we have had any undue preferences shown us, 
we will agree to close our houses and not call for a car until the 
matter is evened up. 

I would say in closing, that the smaller houses have handled a 
great deal larger proportion of the wheat on this crop since the 
blockade has been in effect than they ever did handle on any 
other crop, or would have handled if there had been any equity 
in dividing cars. We have lost the handling of a great many 
hundred thousand bushels of wheat. If the policy of the Mani- 
toba road is to be continued same as it has been in the past, a man 
is the biggest fool in the world to ever build a house to hold 
*2 
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over 10,000 or 16,000 bushels, because a man who has a small 
house can generally get his wheat forwarded promptly until a 
large house was full and then he goes to kicking because he does 
not get the same favoritism that he had all along. 

We only ask to have part of the legitimate advantages which 
belong to us, and try to furnish ample storage. In a great many 
places other concerns have more storage capacity than we have. 

Yours very truly, 

Cha8. a. Pillsbuby, V. P. 



Faboo, Dak., Nov. 22, 1886. 

Chas. a. Pillsbuby & Co., 

Minneapolu, Minn, 

Gentlemen: — ^You will reniember that over three years ago 
the members of the Grain Commission of Dakota, in company 
with yourself, General Manager Manvel and others, visited sev- 
eral points on the Manitoba railway, at which said points we 
were confronted with the same question, in effect, that is before 
us to-day, i, e., the distribution of cars, and the relation between 
the elevators and the railway company. 

The operation of the law creating the grain commission proved 
very unsatisfactory to the people of the territory, *so much so that * 
the law was repealed and the commission abolished, and the Bail- 
road Commission law of 1885 was passed in its stead. 

The object of said law was primarily, as stated in the caption 
of said act, "to regulate the receiving and transportation of 
freight on railroads in this territory," and it was made the duty 
of the Board of Railroad Commissioners to enforce said pre- 
visions. This the Board have endeavored faithfully to do. \ 

Section 9, of said act, makes it " the duty of all railroads doing 
business in the territory, upon reasonable notice, to furnish suit- 
able cars to any and all persons who may apply therefor, for the 
transportation of any and all kinds of freight," etc. 

Section 10 requires them, " when desired by any person wishing 
to ship grain over any railroad, to receive and transport such 
grain in bulk within a reasonable time, and permit the same to be 
loaded either on the track adjacent to the depot, or at any ware- 
bouse or side-track, without distinction, discrimination or favor 
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between one shipper and another, and without discrimination or 
distinction as to the manner in which such grain is offered for 
transportation," etc. 

The Board* soon found, by dear experience, the physical ina' 
bility of any road doing business in Dakota to promptly furnish 
to each shipper, upon demand, at the time and place required, the 
cars desired, and therefore, to regulate the same as far as possible, 
after consultation, on the 13th of October, 1885, 1 found the fol" 
lowing rule, and sent it out, for the government of our railroad 
companies. I quote it in full: "The Board are well aware of 
the great difficulty of laying down any rule which will in general 
terms in each case, do exact justice. The duty of distribution of 
cars involves so much and such an exact knowledge of detail* 
that it is hard to lay down any rule. Certain general proposi* 
tions may however be made. Every railroad company able to do 
so* should have cars sufficient for the transaction of the ordinary 
business of the road. If, at certain seasons of the year, there is, 
as in the grain trade, a great demand for cars of a certain kind, it 
is the duty of the railroad company to have sufficient number of 
such cars, to supply the ordinary demands, and the ordinary de- 
mand of each station on the line ought to be supplied, and the 
ordinary demand of known, and established shippers at each sta' 
tion for cars, should be supplied. An extraordinary demand at 
certain stations, and by shippers, resulting from a periodical in- 
-flux of business, should be met by a "pro rata" distribution of 
cars, and this should be made both as to stations and shippers* 
The Board lays it down as a general proposition, and further de- 
clare, that under the statutes of Dakota, all classes of citizens are 
alike entitled to shipping facilities over the railroads of this 
territory, and the proprietors of warehouses are equally entitled 
with those of elevators, to their fair share of cars in the " pro 
rata " distribution of them, under the general rule above laid 
down." 

I believe, on the whole, the Manitoba railway, of whose action 
you complain, has followed the above regulation of the Board, 
which we made, because we believed the public interest de- 
manded a " pro rata " distribution of cars, when at the time as 
now, the companies (xmld not supply all demands. 

You say in your letter of the I8th, now beforf me; that you 
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have not had your share of cars, but " have been most outrage- 
ously treated." I am sorry if this be so, but as about every ele- 
vator company or owner on the line of the Manitoba railway 
makes the same complaint, I think it is fair to presume that Mr. 
Manvel has acted as equitably in the matter of the distribution of 
cars under the rule aforesaid, as the falibility of human nature 
would permit. 

You further claim, however, that the reason why you could not 
get your share of cars was that the railroad company adopted the 
policy "which was simply and totally wrong " — I quote your 
words — " of giving little houses the preference on cars when they 
got full, or about full of wheat, the idea being that they were to 
try to keep all houses running." I am constrained to disagree 
with your opinion, " that this policy was absolutely and totally 
wrong," on the contrary, as the object and intention of the law 
was to provide transportion for the shippers of grain, it seem^ to 
me that this policy was equitable. 

If the rule in relation to distributing cars "pro rata" was 
observed to the letter, at a time when all the houses at a station 
were full, and when few cars could be furnished at a particular 
point, the small houses would get none. Take Ardoch for in- 
stance. I was there the 1 5th, and found all the elevators and 
warehouses full. Two cars only were left there the day before, 
both to the large houses. The smaller houses had received nofie 
since the 8th. I do not mean to be understood as meaning that 
the smaller houses should be given the actual preference, but that 
when there are, say four elevators or warehouses at a station, and 
all are full, and four cars only can be furnished, give each house 
one. Any other method would keep the small houses closed. 

You admit the policy might be a good one, and that you would 
not object to it if it was a rare thing for a house to be closed, 
but otherwise when cronic, etc. 

If equitable and just ordinarily, can it be otherwise under the 
extraordinary state of things now existing? I admit that the 
policy would seem inconsistent with a proper observance of the 
rule above quoted, but under the extraordinary state of affairs, 
probably it affords more immediate relief than a strict observance 
of the rule would afford. 

I wrote the letter to Mr. Manvel, to which you refer, almost 
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in desperation, the multitudious complaints, principally from the 
smaller elevators and warehouses, that they were full to overflow- 
ing, and in several instances that for one to two weeks not a 
single car had been furnished them, that their houses were closed, 
and their business entirely stopped for want of cars, and that in 
one instance at least, Park River, farmers had driven distances 
of from thirty to forty miles with loads of wheat, and were 
unable to unload because every elevator and warehouse was full 
to overflowing. 

These and like complaints constrained me, after personal ex- 
amination of the facts, and under instructions of Commissioner 
Griggs, to write Mr. Manvel to modify his rule of "pro rata" 
distribution of cars, of which these parties complained (being 
in effect that the big elevators got all the cars that were to be 
had) and to distribute cars equally among them, when all alike 
were filled to their utmost capacity. I did this, believing that the 
class of shippers thus affected, being probably quite generally 
farmers' associations operating elevators and warehouses, country 
merchants dealing with farmers who, (in some instances I know) 
had furnished provisions and goods to the farmers while making 
their crops, and men of small means, would be substantially 
benefitted. 

No one can appreciate more than myself, the great advantage 
and absolute necessity to a section of country like ours, of a line 
of elevators like that of the Minneapolis & Northern Elevator 
Company, and whose policy I firmly believe in the main, has been 
liberal, equitable and just to our people, and I think you will be- 
lieve me when I say that I would not willfully or knowingly do 
anything to damage your property or injure your business. I 
must, however, in justice to the farmers of Dakota, gay, that 
while I believe in the policy of building very large elevatops at 
stations on the lines of our roads — and the larger the better — that 
on the whole it is better to secure competition in the purchase of 
grain by means of the owners or proprietors of smcdl houses, if 
we cannot get large ones. *! may say further, in justice to our- 
selves, that the Board have universally, in the hundreds of appli- 
cations made to us for permission to erect small warehouses, 
discouraged the building of the same. 

In conclusion I will simply say„ Mr. Pillsbury, that the Board 
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do not propose to make any formal rule, changing the policy as 
announced in that of Oct. 13 th, quoted above. 

I was in hopes Mr. Manvel would temporarily modify his 
instructions to agents, in the manner suggested in my letter to 
him, which you saw, and thereby relieve the pressure both upon 
the road and the Board. 

I am content, however, to leave the whole matter, as far as the 
Manitoba railway is concerned, in the hands • of its General 
Manager. If he sees fit to act upon my suggestion, well and good, 
his experience and judgment will no doubt, fully serve him. 

Very truly yours, 

I. E. Wjbst, 
JSeeretarp Board B. B. OommtssionerM. 



Office of Minneapolis & Nobthern Elevatoe Co., 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 23. 

I. E. West, 

8eereta/ry Board of B. B. Commi»sioner8, Fargo, J). T. 

Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of yours of the 2 2d, and must say 
that I differ but very little from your conclusions. I think, how- 
ever, that you misunderstood my complaint. What I complained 
of was, that in many cases where the small houses were full and 
we had room, they did not give us any cars at all, and then when 
the houses were all full, we only got our share in proportion 
to the amount of wheat we had awaiting shipment. I would not 
complain, for the sake of peace and harmony, when the small 
houses were full and the large ones not full, that the small houses 
get favored to some extent. At any rate, to show the public 
that what favoritism there was, was shown in favor of the small 
houses. 

The universal rule the world over is, that cars must be supplied 
to the different applicants in proportion to the amount of goods 
awaiting shipment; but I would not complain of the railroads 
giving the small houses, when they were full, as many 
cars as they gave the large ones, provided, of course, that 
the larger houses had more in them than the small ones; but to 
give the small houses practically all the cars to the excluj*ion of 
the large ones, is gi;os8ly unfair. However, there is not much use 
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in discussing this question at the present time, because all of the 
houses both, large and small, are full, and why I wrote so indig- 
nantly was that the large amount of wheat we wei*e carrying 
was nearly breaking our back. 

We think Mr. Manvel intends to be fair, but our chief criti- 
cism of him would be that he is so sensitive to popular clamor 
and so fearful that some one might claim that he was helping 
out the so called "big monopoly" that he leans away back the 
other way. 

We are building additional storage at a large number of 
points, and have just ordered a lot more built, and when we are 
moving heaven and earth ourselves to keep our elevators going 
to accommodate the farmers in the country, it does seem a little 
rough that we cannot at least get our share of the cars. We 
never tried to get any more, and when Mr. Manvel has come to 
us and told us that for the sake of peace and harmony it was 
policy to let some of the farmers and small houses have the pref- 
erence over us, we have uniformly consented to it. 

Tours truly, 

Ohas. a. Pillsbubt, V. P. 



8t Paul, Minneapolis A Manitoba Railway Company, 

General Manager^e Office. 
St. Paul, Minn., Nov. 21st, 1866. 

Judge I. E. West, 

Secretary Board of R.R, Commisnoners, Fargo, Dakota. 
Dear Sir: — ^I yesterday asked Mr. Guthrie to send me a 
statement of all cars given to elevators on his division since 
Sept. 1st, and I hand you a few samples covering thp points you 
mentioned in your letter of the 16th inst. I give the capacity of 
the houses with the number of cars each have had: 

REYNOLDS. 

Farmers Elevator Company, capacity 33,000 oars shipped 74 
Minneapolis A Northern .. . " 45,000 " " 77 

ARDOCH. 

Minneapolis & Northern .. . capacity 90,000 cars shipped 79 

Farmers " 31,000 " " 32 

Northwestern " 40,000 " " 11 

Brooks ** 72,000 " « 47 

Aodersou " 12,500 " « is 
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ST. THOMAS. 

Minneapolis & Northern . . . capacity 90,000 cars shipped 54 

Farmers..* " 40,000 " " 28 

Northwestern, " 30,000 " " 69 

Brooks '' 73,000 " " 11 

Strong " 15,000 '" " 67 

These figures do not prove much, except this: That it is evi- 
dent, say at St. Thomas, Brooks Bros, were not receiving wheat 
very rapidly, while at Ardoch they were more pressing, while 
the situation as to these two places was exactly reversed with the 
Northwestern Company. Notice also the cars given to Mr. 
Strong at St. Thomas. This don't look as though the small house 
had been discriminated against; neither has the Farmers Eleva- 
tor Company at Reynolds, as the record shows. The figures I 
have show how diflicult it is to arrive at a just conclusion unless 
one knows the whole situation. A man may have a large house and 
do no more business than the man with a small house. Then 
again, the large house may do very much the largest business, 
and when a rush comes the small house fills up in a day and 
wants cars. Meantime the other man may have 50,000 bushels, 
perhaps a large share of it sold for delivery at a specified time, 
and he demands cars. You can see the difiiculty we labor under. 

At Park River we have the following: 

Minneapolis & Nrn. Elevator Co., capacity 80,000 had 103 cars. 

Brooks Bros " 70,000 " 169 " 

R.R. Valley ; " 25,000 " 103 " 

Cargill " 40,000 " 79 " 

This certainly does not look as though we were giving the 
large housei more than their share. 

The fact is, the small houses all the while get more than they 
are equitably entitled to. They open during the rush, are soon 
filled up and are not, for storage purposes, of any particular value 
to the farmer when he needs it most. They stay open for 60 or 
90 days, while the larger houses are open the year round. 

I can only repeat, we are doing the best we can and all we can. 
There may be occasionally a thing done that ought not to be, and 
wouldn't be if one man could be in fifty places at once, but this 
is inevitable on a long line of railway. What I do claim, and 
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what is a fact, is, that if any unfairness is done it is to the larger 

houses in every case. 

Yours truly, 

A. Manvel. 



Grand Rapids, D. T., Nov. 15th, 1886. 
I. E. West, 

Secretary R. R. Commissioners , Fargo, D. T. 
Dear Sir: — ^Will you please see that we are supplied with 
empty cars at this point. We have repeatedly applied to the 
railroad company for cars, but are unable to have them as they 
are needed, while they are sending empty cars through here daily. 
We have twelve teams now standing on the street waiting to be 
unloaded, besides the depot platform filled full in sacks. Please 
give the matter your attention and oblige, 

Deisem & Franks. 



Langford, Dak., Nov. 17th, 1886. 
Mr. Evans, 

Dear Sir: — We are here located to do business. Commenced 
buying wheat the 15th of September, and for a month and a half 
have only had two cars. The farmers and business men are all in- 
dignant over the matter. ' I understand that private buyers on the 
main line are getting all the cars they want. I would like to ask 
you if there is not a remedy for us located at Langford? Our 
wheat house is now loaded to its fullest capacity and has several 
times bursted for want of cars. Please do what you can towards 
assisting us, and kindly oblige. 

Yours very truly, 

Geo. B. Gullickson. 

For reference I would refer you to any of the. business men of 
Langford. 

Valley City, D. T., Nov. 19th, 1886. 
T. E. West, Esq., 

Commissio7ier, Fargo^ D, T, 
Dear Sir: — I write to ascertain if you can assist me in ob- 
taining cars for shipping grain from this point. Yesterday both 
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elevators had several cars. We could get but one, and to-day 

they have each had seven and we could not obtain a car. Ever 

since we have been shipping I have found when wheat was strong 

in Duluth and the difference between market here and there has 

been sufficient to make a profit, I have been unable to secure cars, 

but just so soon as the margin is so small between the two places 

there is no profit in it, I can get all the cars I desire. The agent 

here tells me he has had orders to give the cars to parties who 

can load the fastest, and this morning the elevators had seven 

each, and had we gott'"n one of them, could easily have had it 

loaded before they loaded the last of the number. 

Anything you can do for me in the matter will be greatly 

appreciated by, 

Very truly yours, 

J. C. EVANi. 

'8t, Paul, Minneapolis db Manitoba Ry Co, 
General Manager^ 8 Office. 

St, Paul, Minn., Nov. 2'7th, 1886. 

JuDGB I. E. West, 

8ec^y Board Railroad Commiesianen, Fargo, Dak. 
Dear Sib: — ^I duly received your telegram of this date, and at 
once replied that we gave St. Thomas twelve (12) cars yesterday, 
and twenty (20) to-day. I had, previo.usly, received a telegram 
from Capt. Griggs, and have given him the same information; 
though we had arranged to furnish these cars before we heard 
from either the Captain or yourself. Of course this supply much 
, reduces the number we could give to other points, but I assume 
there was an exigency there, that demanded these cars over every 
other point where elevators are also quite full. We have been, 
as you understand, making it a point to keep Neche and Park 
River supplied, as it was believed that wheat came to these 
points from longer distances than any other point on our system^ 
unless it may at one or two stations west of Devils Lake. ^ 

We hope to get into our new elevator next week; and, as far 
as Duluth is concerned, release our cars more promptly than we 
have been able to heretofore. 

Yours truly, 

A. Manvel, 

Qmeral Managir. 
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ChicagOy Milwaukee db St. Paul Railway. 
Asst General Superintendents Office. 

Minneapolis, Nov. 19tb, 1886. 

Hon. I. E. West, Esq., 

Secretary Dakota B. B. CommissMfurs, Fargo, D. T. 

Dear Sir: — ^Your favor of the I7th received. We will cer- 
tainly do all we can to furnish shippers with cars. Just at pres- 
ent our H. & D. Division is blocked with snow, but we expect to 
get it open to-day. We have had a very severe storm — the 
worst I ever knew at this season of the year — and as our cuts are 
now filled with snow very little Wind will block us again. We 
will, however, do everything in our power to keep the thing 
moving and furnish shippers with cars, as that is the only way 
we can make any money. 

Thanking you for the kind expressions in your letter, and 
hoping you will continue to call my attention to anything of 
interest, either to the Railroad Commission or the Railway Com- 
pany, I remain. 

Very truly yours, 

C. W. Carr, 
AbbU Oen, Supt. 



Office C. C. Wolcott & Co. 
Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 22, 1886. 

Hon. Alexander Griggs, 

Railroad Commissumer^ Grand Forks, D. T. 

Dear Sir: — Yours of November 20th, received, and in 
reply would say, the Superintendent of the Milwaukee road has 
informed me that they will not furnish any cars for buyers or 
farmers to load their wheat in on their road, and furthermore, 
they could not be compelled to. Now, we wish to see if the 
Railroad Commissioners of Dakota have any power in this mat- 
ter. We have a buyer at Harlem, D. T., by the name of Schon- 
tan & Smith, whom they have refused to give cars to load wheat 
in from the farmers' wagons, or from their grain house. Also, we 
have a buyer by the name of S. F. Campbell, postofl&ce address 
St. George, who wishes to buy and load wheat at Edgely, D. T., 
and bae been told by the railroad Qompany that he could not 
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have any cars. We trust you will give this your prompt atten- 
tion, and let us know at the earliest possible moment what can be 
done, as we have some large contracts that we must fill, and the 
only way we can fill them at present is to buy the wheat and 
load in cars, as most of the elevators refuse to guarantee to us 
weights and grades on tickets issued by them. We should be 
pleased to see you when in Minneapolis, as we have several mat- 
ters to call your attention to. You can find us at West Hotel, or 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Tours respectfully, 

C. C. WOLCOTT & Co. 



Chicago, Milwaukee db 8t. Paid Railway. 
Asst. General Superintendenfs Office, 

Minneapolis, Nov. 28th, 1886. 

Judge I. E. West, 

Secretary R. R. CommiaHon, Fargo, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — Referring to your telegram of yesterday, in 
relation to our straining a point to furnish cars for Schonton & 
Smith, at Harlem, and S. F. Campbell, at Edgely, will say, that 
this firm of Schonton & Smith represent C. C. Wolcott & Co. of 
Minneapolis, of whom I wrote you some days since. I will fur- 
ther state that they asked for a location for a wheat house, and I 
was instructed to give them a location at Harlem, they to furnish 
plans, etc. I wrot« them about a month ago, if they would fur- 
nish the plans I would give them the location. I also wrote them 
a day or two ago to the same effect, but I have heard nothing 
from them. 

We want to accommodate all the business, but we think that 
parties who buy wheat should furnish a house to ship from, 
unless there is some good reason for doing otherwise. This firm 
want to buy wheat and have us furnish cars to ship it in, which 
we do not think we should do. It is not done on other roads 
and we think if we furnish farmers who want to ship their grain 
with cars, that we will be doing all the loading on track that wc 
should be expected to do. However, at your request, I will try 
and furnish some cars for this firm. 
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As to S. F. Campbell, at Edgely, this is the first that I have 
heard that they wanted cars. 

If snow storms do not prevent us, I think we will be able to get 

all the cars into Dakota that can be loaded; but the recent severe 

storms has left us in bad shape. We are liable to be blocked at 

any minute, and are doing everything in our power, in the way 

of widening out cuts, building snow fences — hoping to keep our 

road open to do business in a reasonably prompt manner. 

Yours truly, 

C. W. Caeb, 

A98t. Qen*l 8upt. 



Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 29, 1886. 

I. E. West, Sec'y. 

Forgo, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — Yours of November 26th received, and in reply 
would say, we have been informed by the Milwaukee railroad 
officials that they would not allow anyone cars on their road, to 
load in, no matter how many cars they had at their disposal, and 
that all parties who wished to ship wheat on their road must 
build elevators of a certain capacity; and furthermore, stated 
that the railroad commissioner^ could not compel them to furnish 
cars to load wheat in direct from farmers wagons. We are quite 
sure the road at present has plenty of cars, but they simply wish 
to protect the elevators on their line. Now we have consider- 
able wheat contracted for, and we cannot run it through the ele- 
vators, as they will not guarantee weights and grades to us, and 
I see no w^ay for us to get our wheat out of the country except 
to have cars to load it in direct from the farmers wagons, or else 
haul it to some other railroad that will furnish us cars. We 
would like to see what you can do in this matter, for us, as if 
the railroad law at present is no good, we would like to have the 
thing changed this winter so it will be some benefit in the 
future. 

Awaiting your early reply, we are 

Yours Respectfully, 

d C. WOLOOTT & Co. 
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Chicago, Milwaukee & 8t. Paul RaUway. 
A»9t Gen'l Superintendent's Offlce. 

Minneapolis, Dec. 2d, 1886. 

Judge I. E. West, 

Secretary Board of Dakota BaUroad Commissioners, Fargo, D. T. 

Deab Sib: — ^Your favors of Nov. 30th and Dec. Ist, received. 
We are in .bad shape after the recent storm, as our cuts are nearly 
full of snow. We will do the best we can to furnish cars for all 
parties, as you request. 

Yours truly, 

C. W. Cake, 

Asst. Gen'l Supt 



Chicago, Milwaukee A St. Paul Bailway. 
Asst. Oen*l Superintendents Offlce. 

Minneapolis, Dec. 8th, 1886. J 

Judge I. E. West, 

Secretary Board Railroad Commissioners, Fargo, Dak. 

Dear Sir: — Again referring to the matter of furnishing 
oars to load on track at Harlem and Edgely. Owing to the 
scarcity of cars, I am unable to furnish them at present, as we 
find it all we can do, and in some instances are unable, to keep 
elevators running. I referred your letters to our General Man 
ager, who, I presume, has written you on the subject. 

Yours truly, 

C. W. Carr, 

Asst. Gen'l Supt. 
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